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Bandipora Police 

Arrests Eight 

Members of Banned 

Separatist Groups 

KC News Network

BANDIPORA: In a major crackdown on separatist networks, 
Bandipora Police on Wednesday arrested eight members 
affiliated with various proscribed organisations for their 
alleged involvement in promoting terrorism and secessionist 
activities across the district.

According to a police statement, the arrests were made as 
part of ongoing investigations into multiple FIRs registered 
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) at 
police stations Bandipora, Sumbal, and Hajin. The operation 

unfolded across various locations in the district, targeting 
suspects linked to banned separatist outfits.

In connection with FIR No. 04/2024 registered at PS Bandipora, 
police apprehended the following three individuals associated 
with Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir:

Nazir Ahmad Ahangar, son of late Abdul Khaliq Ahangar, 
resident of Shahgund Hajin, Sheikh Danish Mushtaq, son of 
Mushtaq Ahmad Sheikh, resident of Aloosa Bandipora, Tahir 
Ahmad Mir, son of late Habibullah Mir, resident of Ward 2, 
Plan Bandipora
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No Pakistan Cricketer in ICC Teams of
Decade; Fans Wonder Why

Advisor Baseer Khan meets scores of 
deputations, individuals

South Africa vs Sri Lanka: Elgar Falls Short Of
Ton As South Africa Fight Back
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Parts of Jammu dressed
in white after fresh snowfall

Night temperature improves, stays above freezing point after 14 days

Will see whether
anti-defection law can 

be imposed: Govt
 � Owais Gul

sRINAGAR, DEC 28: Amid allegations of 
horse-trading by the political parties, the 
divisional administration Kashmir on Monday 
said that it will verify whether the anti-defection 
law can be enacted in Jammu and Kashmir.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of the 
oath ceremony of recently elected DDc members 
at SKIcc here, Divisional commissioner Kashmir, 
P K Pole when asked whether the law can be 
imposed here, said that he will have to check 
it from the Rural Development Department 
(RDD) department first.

According to the news agency—Kashmir 
News observer (KNo), he further stated that 
the DDc members who took oath today will 
have the powers to prepare the final list of 
the funds that will be allocated to their 
respective districts. “The final draft for the 
allocation of the funds will be approved of 
DDc members,” he said.

He added that people will no longer
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Elected DDC members must uphold 
mandate of people: Sajad Lone

JKAP says it has support of independents and others to head 6-7 DDCs in JK
 � Sumir Kaul

sRINAGAR, DEC 28 (PtI): The 
Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party 
(JKAP) is aiming to have its 
chairpersons in at least six to seven 
District Development councils 
with the help of Independents 
and members of other parties who 
are "willing" to cross over, its chief 
Altaf Bukhari said on Monday.

elected DDc members will pick 
the chairpersons in 20 districts 

-- 10 each in Jammu and Kashmir 
-- within three weeks.

The JKAP won only 12 DDc 
constituencies out of a total of 
280 in the first democratic exercise 
in Jammu and Kashmir after the 
revocation of its special status 
under Article 370 of the 
constitution and its bifurcation 
into union territories in August 
last year.

A businessman-turned-
politician who was part of the 

PDP-BJP coalition government in 
Jammu and Kashmir between 
2015 and 2018, Bukhari said his 
party had quietly fielded 
independent candidates. "on 
Sunday, I have paraded all the 21 
(winning) independent candidates 
at the party meeting. There was 
no coercion whatsoever," he said.

Targeting the rival People's 
Alliance for gupkar Declaration 
(PAgD), Bukhari said, "They built 
a false narrative against my party 

that we are the 'B team of BJP' or 
the 'King's party'. We were trying 
to build a base in the newly carved 
out Union Territory and were 

attracting the right kind of people, 
including intellectuals and well 
educated."

"The other political parties 
made attempts to sabotage our 
identity and also went ahead in 
claiming that the elections were 
for restoration of Article 370, et 
cetera, et cetera," Bukhari told 
PTI here.

Asked about the below-
expectation performance of the 
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Ahead of New Year celebrations, 
tourists throng Gulmarg, Pahalgam  

 � Raouf Dar

sRINAGAR, DEC 28: Hundreds of 
tourists have arrived in famous gulmarg, 
Pahalgam and other places in the Valley 
to celebrate New Year.

A hotelier in gulmarg told news 
agency KINS that tourists from across 

the country are rushing towards this 
famous ski resort in north Kashmir on 
the New Year’s eve.

People associated with travel trade 
say other tourist destinations in Kashmir 
have also witnessed a good number of 
hotel bookings.
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We want to make 
India a superpower: 

Rajnath Singh
NEW DElhI, DEC 28: India has the 

potential to become a superpower and it 
needs significant achievements in the fields 

of education, health and industry to make 
the cut, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said 
on Monday as he mentioned the country’s 
glorious history including major discoveries 
by ancient scientists like Aryabhata ahead 
of their western counterparts.

In an online address at the convocation 
of IIM Ranchi, Singh delved into India’s rich 
contribution in the field of scientific 
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‘Total electorates in JK’, Delimitation commission gathers 
vital data, likely to visit UT in Feb- March

Covid-19 claims 6 more lives, 156 test positive in J&K
Total cases 120,293, death toll reaches 1,875

Police Arrests Accused in
Sexual Assault Case in Narkora Budgam

Prominent & Influential Hotelier Trying to Close the  Case as accused is his son

’Deliver for people of J&K in fair, 
transparent and effective manner’

sRINAGAR, DEC 28: J&K Peoples 
conference (JKPc) chairman Sajad gani 
lone Monday convened a meeting of the 
senior leadership and newly elected DDc

Turn on Page | 2

sRINAGAR, DEC 28: Parts of Jammu 
region received a fresh snowfall 
overnight, leading to the temporary 
closure of Jammu-Srinagar national 
highway.

As per the last reports, NHW was 
open for traffic movement after 
clearance of landslide and accumulated 
snowfall.

Reports of fresh snowfall were 
received from Banihal, Jawahar Tunnel, 
Mata Vaishno Devi, Marwah, Warwan, 
Machail, Kishtwar, Patnitop and other 
higher reaches.

Snow depth ranging from 1 inch 
to 6 inches was reported at these 
places.

light snowfall also occured at few 
parts of Kashmir including Pahalgam, 
gulmarg, gurez and Sonamarg.

Meanwhile, temperature stayed 
above freezing point in parts of the 
valley after a period of 14 days.

Srinagar city recorded the low of 
0.6 degrees celsius – improvement 
of almost 6 degrees from minus 5.2 
degrees celsius the previous night.

The ski-resort of gulmarg in north 
Kashmir was the coldest place in the 

valley with a low of minus 6.5 degrees 
celsius last night. The night 
temperature at Pahalgam resort, 
which also serves as one of the base 
camps for the annual Amarnath yatra 
in south Kashmir, settled at a low of 
minus 1.3 degrees celsius – up from 
minus 5.9 degrees celsius yesterday.

Qazigund – the gateway town to 
the valley – in south Kashmir recorded 
a low of minus 0.3 degrees celsius 
– higher than the previous night’s 
minus 5.0 degrees celsius. Kokernag 
town, also in the south, recorded a 
low of minus 1.5 degrees celsius, 
while Kupwara, in north, registered
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JAmmu, DEC 28: The 
government on Monday informed 
that 156 new positive cases of 
novel corona virus (coVID-19), 
66 from Jammu division and 90 
from Kashmir division, have been 
reported today thus taking the 
total number of positive cases in 
Jammu and Kashmir to 120293. 
Also 06 coVID-19 deaths have 

been reported; 01 from Jammu 
Division and 05 from Kashmir 

Division.
Moreover, 275 more coVID-19 

patients have recovered and 
discharged from various hospitals 
including 155 from Jammu Division 
and 120 from Kashmir Division.

According to the daily Media 
Bulletin on novel corona virus 
(covid-19), out of 120293 positive 
cases, 3157  are Active Positive, 

115261 have recovered and 1875 
have died; 692 in Jammu division 
and 1183 in Kashmir division.

The Bulletin further said that 
out of 3739623test results available, 
3619330 samples have been tested 
as negative till December 28, 2020.

Till date 872900 persons have 
been enlisted for observation
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sRINAGAR, DEC 28: Budgam police 
have arrested a man and registered a case 
against him in connection with kidnapping 
& brutal sexual assault on a 23-year-old 
girl in Budgam. 

Meanwhile, locals have demanded severe 
punishment for the accused.  According 

to the cNS, after the abduction of a 23-year-
old girl in Narkora Budgam on December 
22, there has been a wave of public outrage 
against the physical abuse.

In this regard, Budgam police arrested 
Azaan Kaunsar son of Kaunsar Ahmad
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 � Ishtiyaq Ahmad

sRINAGAR, DEC 28: The 
Delimitation commission operating 
from its New Delhi office has 
gathered vital data pertaining to 
total electorates in Jammu and 
Kashmir and is most likely to visit 
Union territory in February- March, 
KINS has learnt.

The commission constituted 
to ‘redraw’ J&K’s Assembly hasn’t 

visited Jammu and Kashmir even 
once during the past nine and half 
months of its constitution.

Sources said that earlier though 
the commission had planned to 
visit Union territory Jammu and 
Kashmir, but it couldn’t visit due 
to the severity of coronavirus 
pandemic and more so because 
of the District Development council 
(DDc) elections.

However highly placed sources 
told news agency KINS that now 
the commission is likely to visit 

J&K in the February- March to 
seek views of political parties and 
people on the delimitation of 
constituencies.

Asked whether the coronavirus-
induced lockdown had delayed 
the work of the Delimitation 
commission, a source said that 
the panel remains “unstoppable” 
and continues with its task.

Sources said that the first visit 
of the commission will discuss 

how to ensure equal distribution 
of assembly seats among the two 
regions.

However KINS could not 
contacted any member of the 
commission for the comments 
over the visit. 

As per the reorganisation act 
of J&K 2019, ladakh UT will have 
no Assembly while J&K UT will 
have an Assembly after
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DDC Members 
Administered Oath Across 

All Districts Of Kashmir
sRINAGAR, DEC 28: The 

elected members of maiden 
District Development council 
(DDc) elections held in the 
history of Jammu and Kashmir 
were today administered oath 
by respective district heads 
across all the districts of 

Kashmir division.
on the occasion, 138 DDc 

members representing 138 
Block constituencies of 10 
districts of the division swore 
in the name of god and 
pledged to bear true faith and 
allegiance to the constitution 

of India and also uphold the 
Sovereignty of India.

AT SRINAgAR: The District 
Development commissioner 
(DDc), Srinagar, Dr Shahid 
Iqbal choudhary, today 
administered oath to the
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‘Ignored’ for 
entitlements, martyred 
IAF officer’s parents seek 
change in Govt policy

Not waiving loans 
of Wayanad landslides 
victims a betrayal: 
Priyanka Gandhi

BSF To Undertake 
Mega IED Detection 
Drive Along India-Pakistan 
Border In Punjab

No one will be allowed to 
spread terror in J&K: HM Shah 

“Meeting with CM Omar was cordial”
KC News Network

sRINAGAR: Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah has said that no one will be 
allowed to conspire to spread terror in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

In a conversation with a national news 
channel, Shah, said, “We will not let anyone 
conspire to spread terror in J&K. If anyone 
tries such things, they will be punished.”

The Union Home Minister maintained 
that national security is a top priority 
for the centre and its stand on security 
and separatism is firm. “We will not 
compromise, nor will we allow anyone 
else to do it,” he added.

Referring to his recent visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir, Shah said, “Meeting with chief Minister omar Abdullah was cordial and focused on development and governance. 

We have always supported regional 
governments equally, without any bias.”

He reiterated that the centre is 
committed to working with J&K’s elected 
leadership.

Asked whether a recent terror incident 
in Kathua was caused by Pakistan-backed 
infiltration, Shah said, “Infiltration is, 
of course, backed by Pakistan and not 
someone else like Russia. And this has been 
happening for years. But our soldiers and 
the government are both alert. We will 
punish them if they try.”Pertinently, the 
Union Home Minister visited J&K for 3-days 
earlier this week. He met top government 
officials, political leaders, and security 
brass during his visit.

“Govt transforming the 
military into a technologically-

advanced force”: Rajnath
KC News Network

sRINAGAR: “Armed Forces must operate 
jointly and remain future-ready in today’s ever-
evolving multi-domain environment where 
cyber, space & information warfare etc. are 
as potent as conventional operations,” said 
Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh while addressing 
the Armed Forces officers of India and friendly 
countries during the convocation ceremony 
of the 80th Staff course of Defence Services 
Staff college (DSSc),Wellington, Tamil Nadu 
on April 10, 2025.

Raksha Mantri pointed out that today’s 
global geopolitics is being redefined by three 
key metrics: a major pivot towards prioritising 
national security, a technological tsunami 
sweeping the global landscape, and accelerating 
innovation. He urged the officers to study the 
nuances of these trends in-depth to stay ahead 
on strategic-military change curve, adding that 
Prime Minister  Narendra Modi-led government 
is leaving no stone unturned to transform the 
Armed Forces into a technologically-advanced 
combat-ready force capable of multi-domain 
integrated operations.

Highlighting that Artificial Intelligence and 
other emerging technologies are revolutionising 
deterrence and war-fighting in critical ways, 
Rajnath Singh termed the power of technological 
innovation in combat theatres as breathtaking. “In 

the Ukraine-Russia conflict, drones have virtually 
emerged as a new arm, if not a transformative 
science. The majority of losses of soldiers and 
equipment have been attributed neither to 
traditional artillery nor to armour but to drones. 
Similarly, space capacities in the low earth 
orbit are transforming military intelligence, 
persistent surveillance, positioning, targeting 
and communications, thus taking combat to a 
new high,” he said.Raksha Mantri stressed that 
the world is in the age of grey Zone and Hybrid 
warfare where cyber-attacks, disinformation 
campaigns, and economic

Chief Secretary pushes for tourism 
promotion of Reasi’s iconic rail bridges

KC News Network

REAsI: chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, today 
conducted an exhaustive visit to two of the region's 
most iconic engineering landmarks; the Anji Khad 
Bridge and the world's highest railway bridge over 
the chenab River in Reasi district.

Recognizing the immense potential of these 
architectural marvels, the chief Secretary called 
for their immediate promotion as key tourist 
destinations. He emphasized that both sites, due 
to their engineering brilliance and scenic location, 
deserve to be integrated into the broader tourism 
circuit of the region.

Highlighting the proximity of these sites to 
the holy shrine of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi, the 
chief Secretary advised that the pilgrims visiting 
the cave shrine should be encouraged to also visit 
AnjiKhad and the chenab Rail Bridge.

This, he observed, would not only diversify 
the tourism offerings of the region but also serve 
as a catalyst for local economic development, 
generating employment and entrepreneurship 
opportunities for the local youth.

In his interaction with the district administration, 
the chief Secretary directed the officials to explore 
development of

Jhelum level increases;
 rains, snow continue for 2nd day

Weatherman predicts improvement from Saturday

SC to hear on Apr 

16 pleas challenging 

validity of Waqf 

Amendment Act
KC News Network

NEW DElhI: A Supreme court bench headed by chief Justice 
Sanjiv Khanna will hear on April 16 as many as 10 petitions, 
including the one filed by AIMIM leader Asaduddin owaisi, 

challenging the constitutional validity of the Waqf (Amendment) 
Act, 2025.

According to the apex court website, besides the cJI, Justices 
Sanjay Kumar and KV Viswanathan are part of the three-judge 
bench for hearing the petitions.

In addition to owaisi’s plea, the court has listed for hearing 
the petitions filed by AAP leader Amanatullah Khan, Association 
for the Protection of civil Rights, Arshad Madani, Samastha 
Kerala Jamiathul Ulema, Anjum Kadari, Taiyyab Khan Salmani, 
Mohammad Shafi, Mohammed Fazlurrahim and RJD leader 
Manoj Kumar Jha.

Lord Mahavir’s blessings and 
vision uplifted humanity: LG Sinha

Two government employees
 terminated for ‘anti-national activities’

Tahawwur Hussain 
Rana successfully 
extradited: NIA

KC NEWS NETWORK 

NEW DELHI: The National Investigation 

Agency on Thursday said it has “success-
fully secured the extradition” of Tahawwur 
Hussain Rana, a key accused in the 26/11 
Mumbai terror attacks.

In a statement, the NIA said the extra-
dition happened after years of sustained 
and concerted efforts to bring the key 
conspirator behind the 2008 mayhem to 
justice. Rana was being held in judicial cus-

tody in the US pursuant to proceedings 
initiated under the India-US Extradition 
Treaty for his extradition. The extradition 
finally came through after Rana exhausted 
all legal avenues to stay the move, the 
statement said.

The District Court for the Central District 
of California had ordered his extradition 
on 16th May 2023. Rana then filed multiple 

litigations in the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, all of which were rejected. He 
subsequently filed a petition for a writ of 
certiorari, two habeas petitions, and an 
emergency application before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which were also denied. 
The extradition proceedings were initiated 
between the two

KC News Network

JAmmu: The lieutenant governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir on Thursday dismissed two employees, 
belonging one each to Police Department (Assistant 
Wireless operator) and Public Works (R&B) 
Department (Senior Assistant) in terms of Article 
311 of the constitution of India for their deep 
involvement in anti-national activities.

The activities of these employees had come 
to the adverse notice of law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies, as they found them thickly 
involved in activities prejudicial to the interests of 
the state evidencing their involvement in terror 
related activities.

Basharat Ahmad Mir, Assistant Wireless 
operator in Jammu and Kashmir Police Department, 

S/o ghulam Mohammad Mir, R/o Upper Brein 
District Srinagar, was under intelligence radar on 
the basis of highly credible inputs from agencies 
that he was in continuous touch with Pakistan 
Intelligence operatives. He was sharing critical 
and vital information 

Owais Gul

sRINAGAR: The ongoing fresh 
spell of rains and snow has led to 
increase in water level in Jhelum 
and other streams across Kashmir.     

As per the details available 

with the news agency—Kashmir 
News observer (KNo), the water 
level in river Jhelum—the lifeline 
of Kashmir, has risen for the first 
time to a large extent during the 
past six months.

The water level at Ram Munshi 
Bagh was 8.82 ft at 6:00 PM 
while at Sangam and Asham it 
was flowing at 5.11 ft and 5.68 
ft respectively.

The streams like Vishow 

Nallah, Dachigam, Doodhganga, 
Aru Nallah and others were also 
flowing above the Reduced level 
(Rl) of zero of gauge.

The rise in the water level 
has been witnessed amidst the 
fresh spell of rains and snow that 

continued for the second straight 
day today.

Several upper reaches 
including Zojila Pass, Sadhna Top, 
Pir Ki gali, Sinthan Top, higher 
parts of gurez, gulmarg and others 
experienced fresh snowfall today 
while the intermittent rains lashed 
the plains of Kashmir, bringing 
down the mercury across the 
Valley.

The weather is expected to 

remain unchanged till tomorrow 
as there is a forecast of a light spell 
of more rains and snow. There is a 
possibility of improvement in the 
weather conditions from Saturday 
onwards, said an Independent 
Weather Forecaster, Faizan Arif 
Keng.

Sharing details of the forecast, 
Keng said there is a possibility of 
further fall in the day temperature 
in the next 24 hours.

He, however, said that a dry 
spell is expected from Saturday 
onwards till April 17 and another 
moderate Western Disturbance 
is expected to affect Jammu and 
Kashmir from April 18.

Notably, J&K has witnessed a 
deficit rainfall of 50 per cent from 
March 01, 2025 to April 09, 2025 
with the majority of 11 stations of 
20 including Srinagar, the summer 
capital of the region, recording 
a deficit precipitation between 
20%-59% during the period.

Pulwama and Bandipora have, 
however, received the average 
rainfall during the last 40 days 
while the winter capital of the 
region and

KC News Network

JAmmu: lieutenant governor  
Manoj Sinha today addressed a 
special event organized by S.S 
Jain Sabha to celebrate Mahavir 
Jayanti, at Jammu.

The lieutenant governor 
extended his felicitations and best 
wishes to all on the auspicious 
occasion of Mahavir Jayanti.

“lord Mahavir’s teachings 
are not limited to one sect but 
transcend all boundaries. His 
blessings and vision uplifted the 
humanity and guided the world 
to ensure that non-violence and 
compassion builds the strong 
foundation of our society.

The concept of selfless service 
of lord Mahavir is linked with the 
principles of non-violence and 
compassion towards all living 
beings. He says that the spirit 
of selfless service eliminates 
the ego which hinders spiritual 
liberation apart from welfare,” 
the lieutenant governor said.

The lieutenant governor 
highlighted that the followers 
of lord Mahavir and millions of 
institutions associated with the 
Jain community have continuously 

strived to follow his path and 
live his vision of selfless service, 
charity, caring for the sick, helping 
the devotees and contributing to 
the welfare of the community 
and the environment.

He urged the educational 
institutions to incorporate the 
core Jain values of non-violence 
and compassion into student 
learning, thereby fostering a 
spirit of selfless service.

“Selfless service should be 
propagated as a spiritual practice 
among youth. It should not be 
seen only as an act of empathy, 
but it should become a way of life. 
I assure you that such spirit will 
promote individual development, 
strengthen the social fabric and 

enrich our culture,” the lieutenant 
governor said.

The lieutenant governor 
emphasised that the people need 
to understand that the principles 
of lord Mahavir, his philosophy 
of life not only fulfils the practical 
needs of human society but also 
create a culture where values like 
service, non-violence, asceticism 
and compassion are seen as a 
way of life.

“lord Mahavir inspired the 
society to be compassionate 
towards living beings and sensitive 
towards the environment. Rooted 
in his teachings, let us strive 
to build a unified society that 
emphasizes
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NEW DELHI: The BSF will undertake an anti-IED 
sweep along hundreds of kilometres of the India-
Pakistan border in Punjab following the first-time 
recovery of such bombs leading to one jawan being 
injured, official sources said on Thursday.

The force also recently shifted the jurisdiction of 
about 20.3 kilometres from the total 553 kilometres 
under its Punjab frontier, headquartered in Jalandhar, 
to the neighbouring Jammu frontier for “better security 
coordination” in the riverine areas that run along 
Pathankot in Punjab.

Pathankot abuts Jammu.
The 2,289-kilometre-long India-Pakistan 

international border runs from Jammu in the north 
to Punjab, Rajasthan and Gujarat in the west and the 
Border Security Force (BSF) is tasked with guarding it.

Its Jammu frontier guards 191.66 kilometres of 
the international border, apart from 40 kilometres of 
the Line of Control (LoC) along Jammu and Kashmir.

“A massive sanitation drive to find possible improvised 
explosive devices (IED) will be undertaken in the Punjab 
frontier following the incident on Wednesday where 
two such bombs were recovered from a farming field 
ahead of the fence in Gurdaspur district. Anti-sabotage 
checks are already being undertaken at the site where 
the IED was detected,” a senior officer said.

Officials had said this was the first time that an IED 
was recovered at this strategic and sensitive border, 
prone to drugs- and weapons-carrying Pakistani drones 
and infiltration by terrorists.About 70 per cent of the 
532 kilometres of the international border in Punjab 
is cultivable and visited by farmers for tilling of the 
land, according to the officials.A major portion of 
this fertile land is ahead of the fence and, hence, the 
BSF will have to ensure that there are no IEDs hidden 
there that may hurt troops or farmers or local civilians 
who frequent these areas, they said.There is a strong 
suspicion the IED was placed by elements from across 
the border as the area where it was found was ahead 
of the fence and that its assembly was of a “military 
precision”, according to the officials.
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Unregulated Pilgrim Influx During Char Dham Yatra Dangerous, Warns NGO
Dehradun: A local NGO on Thursday 

emphasised the need to regulate the number 
of pilgrims visiting the Char Dham temples 
daily, warning that uncontrolled influx of 
devotees could be dangerous.

Citing media reports about the Uttarakhand 
government’s decision not to impose any 
limits on the number of pilgrims visiting 
the Himalayan temples, Social Development 
for Communities (SDC) Foundation founder 
Anoop Nautiyal said it posed a serious risk.

Nautiyal said, “This effectively means that 
every registered pilgrim would be permitted to 
visit the shrines. Considering the rising rush of 
pilgrims with each passing year, regulating the 
number of pilgrims becomes more important.” 
“Without regulating the number of pilgrims 
based on the carrying capacity of the holy 
shrines, a situation of overcrowding and 
mismanagement could easily arise, posing 
significant risks to both the pilgrims and 
the region’s fragile environment,” he added.

The annual Char Dham Yatra is scheduled 
to begin on April 30, with the opening of the 
Gangotri and the Yamunotri temples. Last 
year, about 50 lakh devotees reached the Char 
Dham — Gangotri, Yamunotri, Kedarnath and 
Badrinath — located in the Upper Garhwal 
Himalayan region.

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based 
NGO working in areas such as climate 
change, environment, urbanisation and 
waste management.

Nautiyal said SDC Foundation had 
consistently urged the government to consider 
the carrying capacity of the Char Dham sites.

Referring to a detailed report released 
by SDC Foundation on the Char Dham Yatra 
in 2024 that lasted for 192 days, he said it 
documented the number of daily visitors to 
each shrine over a 28-week period. It included 
14 data-driven graphs highlighting 10 key 
issues, alongside a special feature analysing 
media coverage and recommendations to 

simplify the registration process.
While the government has said all pilgrims 

would be allowed entry into the shrines, many 
have found that online registration slots are 
already full for specific days.

As of now, slots for Yamunotri are already 

full until May 18 and slots for only seven days 
for Kedarnath remain open.

“If there are no restrictions on the number 
of pilgrims, then why are slots getting booked 
and why is registration being denied?” Nautiyal 
asked.

If registration is being restricted despite 
claims of unrestricted access, it could result in 
not only disappointment and inconvenience for 
pilgrims but also create operational difficulties 
for the government staff and departments 
involved, he added.

Nautiyal noted that the government had 
previously indicated a 60:40 ratio for online 
and offline registrations.

If pilgrims arrive in Uttarakhand under the 
assumption that everyone would be allowed, 
only to be turned away due to the slots being 
full, it could damage the state’s reputation 
and create a chaotic situation, he said.

“The focus must now shift from celebrating 
record-breaking numbers to ensuring that the 
yatra is managed with consideration for the 
health and safety of pilgrims, preservation 
of local ecosystems and the welfare of 
communities that depend on these sacred 
sites,” Nautiyal said.

“We urge the government and stakeholders 

to adopt a more regulated, capacity-based 
approach to the pilgrim influx. The increased 
footfall is straining local infrastructure, 
degrading fragile ecosystems and disrupting 
the sanctity of the holy places,” he added.

The tendency of the state government 
to widely promote the Char Dham pilgrim 
numbers as a record is not right. Focusing 
solely on pilgrim numbers as some sort of a 
new record undermines the yatra’s spiritual 
and cultural significance, he claimed.

The essence of the Char Dham Yatra lies in 
its religious and emotional value, connecting 
devotees to the divine and offering spiritual 
renewal. When the emphasis shifts to counting 
pilgrims, it risks reducing this profound 
experience to a mere statistical achievement, 
the SDC Foundation founder said.

The increased footfall is straining local 
infrastructure, degrading fragile ecosystems 
and disrupting the sanctity of the holy places, 
he added. 

‘Ignored’ for entitlements, 
martyred IAF officer’s parents 

seek change in Govt policy
DEHRADUN:  Aggrieved parents of 

Squadron Leader Abhimanyu Rai who 
died in a trainer jet crash feel they were 
“ignored” for entitlements and honours that 
went to their daughter-in-law, demanding 
a change in government policy.

  A pilot in the IAF, 33-year-old Squadron 
Leader Rai died in a plane crash on December 
4, 2023 near the Air Force Academy in 
Hyderabad while training a foreign cadet.

He was flying a Pilatus PC-7 Mark-II 
aircraft, a trainer jet, with a foreign cadet 
under his training when it crashed near 
the Academy killing both of them.

Group Captain Amitabh Rai (retd) and 
his wife Chitralekha said they lost their 
only son Abhimanyu in December, 2023 
but they have not received even a word of 
condolence from the government so far.

They feel the policy for such cases 
needs to be tweaked to accommodate 
the parents of the martyred bravehearts 
apart from their wives.

“We know of at least a dozen parents 
of martyrs who have been ignored when 
it came to according entitlements, which 
went exclusively to their wives,” Chitralekha 
told PTI in an exclusive interview here on 
Wednesday.

“One year and three months have passed 
since we suffered the worst tragedy of 
our life, losing our only son in a trainer 
jet crash near the Air Force Academy in 
Hyderabad. But we did not receive even a 
word of condolence to date from either the 
prime minister or the defence minister,” 
Amitabh Rai said.

“Why should a word of condolence be 
the exclusive privilege of only the martyr’s 
wife,” he asked.

He said in many cases, the wives of 

slain or martyred soldiers leave or ill-treat 
their in-laws after getting compensation 
and half the pension of their husbands. 
At times, they even drag them to court to 
claim their share in their late husband’s 
ancestral property, he claimed.

“The wife of a slain soldier is called 
a ‘veer nari’ (brave woman) but not his 
mother who gave birth to him, brought 
him up and inculcated in him a love for the 
country that was strong enough to make 
him lay down his life for it. Is it fair?” asks 
Group Captain Rai.

“We know what it takes to groom your 
son like that and make him a soldier ready 
to die for his country. But, unfortunately, 
no one seems to take notice of the fact,” 
says he.

The awareness that their son is not 
treated as a “martyr” despite having died 
in the line of duty only deepens their sense 
of hurt.

“As his death was not a ‘battle casualty’, 
they don’t treat our son as a martyr. Our 

question is didn’t he die for the nation?” 
asks Chitralekha.

“My son had even served for one-and-
a-half years in the prime minister’s fleet,” 
Group Captain Rai, who retired from the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) in 2017 after 32 
years of service, said.

The plane crashed during a low-level 
navigation sortie, says the braveheart’s 
father.

“My son was a dedicated soldier. The 
foreign cadet was admittedly weak in 
memory and slow in learning things. He 
also lacked confidence and was not keen 
on continuing with his training.

“He had written all this in a letter 
to Abhimanyu. But as the passing out 
parade was near after which he was to 
be commissioned into the air force of 
his country, Abhimanyu decided to help 
him complete his training by taking him 
on the training sortie during which the 
jet crashed,” his father said.

Asked why his son did not bring the 

foreign cadet’s reluctance to complete his 
training to his superiors, Group Leader 
Rai said maybe he was under pressure.

“He might have been hesitant to take 
the matter to the higher-ups because 
diplomatic ties between the two countries 
are involved. The trainer pilots are under 
pressure to complete the training process 
successfully,” Rai said.

Training of cadets from friendly 
countries is done as part of a diplomatic 
exercise to strengthen ties with them 
and the resulting pressure comes on the 
soldiers, he said.

It is an inherent flaw in the system 
which needs to be addressed, he said.

“An inquiry is underway to ascertain 
what exactly led to the crash and until 
that happens, we are assailed by all sorts 
of doubts about the circumstances at the 
time of the crash such as whether our son 
was overworked or under pressure or 
some error was committed by the weak 
and ill-confident foreign cadet under 
training,” Rai said.

The Rais visited the crash site in 
Hyderabad and erected a memorial in 
the name of their martyred son at their 
own expense. The couple also visited the 
foreign cadet’s country, met his parents 
and extended financial assistance to them 
as a goodwill gesture.“We went to meet 
the parents of the deceased foreign cadet. 
Our pain was common. We had both lost 
our sons. My wife and the cadet’s mother 
cried on each other’s shoulders,” he said.

However, the loss of a son has not 
deterred Group Captain Amitabh Rai (retd) 
from training bright young boys free of 
cost to join the armed forces and serve 
their motherland with valour.

MHA Appoints Advocate
 Narender Mann As Special Public 
Prosecutor In 26/11 Mumbai Terror 

Attack Conspiracy Case

Not waiving loans of 
Wayanad landslides victims a 

betrayal: Priyanka Gandhi

NEW DELHI: The Central Government appointed 
Advocate Narender Mann as Special Public Prosecutor 
to conduct trials and other matters related to National 
Investigation Agency case RC-04/2009/NIA/DLI 
against Tahawwur Hussain Rana and David Coleman 
Headley, who is in a US Prison following a plea deal.

“In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-
section (1) of section 15 of the National Investigation 
Agency Act, 2008 (34 of 2008), read with sub-section 
(8) of section 18 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS), the Central Government 
hereby appoints Narender Mann, Advocate as 
Special Public Prosecutor for conducting trial and 
other matters related to NIA case RC-04/2009/
NIA/DLI on behalf of the National Investigation 
Agency before the NIA Special Courts at Delhi and 
Appellate Courts, for a period of 3 years from the 
date of publication of this notification or till the 
completion of trial of the said case, whichever 
is earlier,” the Ministry of Home Affairs notified 
on April 9.

Rana is being extradited to India, and the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) will take custody of 
him upon arrival.

The US Secretary of State had signed the 
surrender warrant authorizing Rana’s extradition 
to Indian authorities on February 11. Rana’s legal 
counsel subsequently filed an emergency stay 
motion seeking to challenge that order. On April 
7, the U.S. Supreme Court denied Rana’s petition 
for a stay of his extradition.

Tahawwur Rana, a Pakistani-Canadian national, 
was convicted in the US for the banned terrorist 
outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) operatives and providing 
material support to the group responsible for the 
Mumbai attacks that killed over 174 people.

The Indian government has been seeking his 
extradition for years, and the US Supreme Court’s 
recent decision has paved the way for his transfer 
to India.According to the NIA, the government 
registered a case on November 11, 2009, at the 
NIA Police Station New Delhi as Case RC-04/2009/
NIA/DL under various sections.

“As per the Government of India, Ministry 
of Home Affairs order No. 11034/10/ 2009-IS.VI 

dated 11/11/ 2009 National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) registered a case on 11/11/2009 at NIA Police 
Station, New Delhi as Case RC-04/2009/NIA/DLI 
under sections 121A of IPC, Section 18 of Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act and Section 6(2) SAARC 
Convention (Suppression of Terrorism) Act against 
1) David Coleman Headley @ Daood Gilani (US 
Citizen), 2) Tahawwur Hussain Rana (Canadian 

citizen) and others,” the NIA stated.
The NIA stated that the accused David Coleman 

Headley alias Daood Gilani and Tahawwur Hussain 
Rana were arrested by law enforcement agencies 
in the USA in their case.

“NIA sent Extradition Requests to USA for 
extradition of accused persons David Coleman 
Headley and Tahawwur Hussain Rana, which are 
still pending for execution by the authorities of USA. 
A letter Rogatory (letter of request for assistance 
in investigation) has been furnished to the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan, and the reply is awaited from 
them. After completion of investigation, charge 
sheet has been filed in the Court of Hon’ble Special 
Judge, NIA, Patiala House, New Delhi on December 
24, 2011 against all 9 accused persons uunder 
sections 120 B, read with 121, 121A, 302, 468 and 
471 Indian Penal Code and sections 16,18 & 20 of 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,” the NIA stated.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on 
Thursday said that the Union 
government decision not to 
waive loans of people affected 
by the landslides in Wayanad 
in July last year was a “betrayal”.

Priyanka, also the MP from 
Wayanad, was referring to the 
central government affidavit in 
the Kerala High Court stating that 
the loans can only be rescheduled 
or restructured in accordance 
with the RBI’s Master Directions 
on Natural Calamities.

“Wayanad landslide victims 

have lost everything — homes, 
land, livelihoods. Yet, the 

government refuses to offer 
even a loan waiver. Instead, they 
get mere loan rescheduling and 
restructuring. This is not a relief. 
This is a betrayal,” she said in a 
Facebook post.

The Congress MP further said 
that she and her party “strongly 
condemn this apathy and stand 
shoulder to shoulder with our 
brothers and sisters in Wayanad”.

“Their pain will not be 
ignored. We will raise their voices 
at every platform until justice is 
served,” she said.

The Centre’s affidavit had 
come in response to the High 
Court’s query on whether the loans 
availed by the affected individuals 
could be waived.

In the affidavit, the Union 
Finance Ministry had stated that 
a special meeting of the State 
Level Bankers’ Committee (SLBC) 
of Kerala was held on August 19 
last year.

The meeting, which was 
also attended by Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan, decided to extend 
the applicable relief measures 
in line with the RBI’s Master 
Directions on Natural Calamities.

According to RBI’s master 
directions, in the event of a 
natural calamity, the financial 
relief measures to be adopted 
include the restructuring or 
rescheduling of existing loans 
which would entail a one-year 
moratorium and the provision 
of fresh loans.

This affidavit was filed 
in a PIL initiated by the court 
on its own in the wake of the 
Wayanad landslides, aimed at 
improving disaster prevention 
and management in Kerala.

A major landslide struck the 
Mundakkai and Chooralmala 
regions on July 30 last year, 
almost completely decimating 
both areas.

The disaster claimed over 200 
lives, left hundreds injured and 32 
persons remain missing.

BSF To Undertake Mega 
IED Detection Drive Along India-

Pakistan Border In Punjab

When 26/11 terror 

attacks happened, 

home secy Gupta was in 

Islamabad for talks
NEW DELHI: When 10 heavily-armed Pakistani 

terrorists carried out the 26/11 terror attacks in Mumbai, 
an Indian delegation headed by the then Union home 
secretary Madhukar Gupta was in Islamabad for bilateral 
talks to discuss various issues, including terrorism.

On Thursday, after years of efforts by Indian agencies, 
key accused in the attacks Tahawwur Hussain Rana 
is being brought to Delhi from the US to face justice 
in the case.

On November 26, 2008, when the terrorists reached 
Mumbai, sailing through the Arabian sea from Pakistan, 
Gupta was in Islamabad attending bilateral home 
secretary-level talks, what was then named as the 
‘Composite Dialogue’, sources said.

May Nitish become 
Deputy PM, says 
Ashwini Choubey

PATNA: Senior BJP leader and 
former Union Minister Ashwini Kumar 
Choubey on Thursday voiced a “per-
sonal” opinion that Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar should be made the 
Deputy Prime Minister.

Talking to reporters here, the BJP 

leader, who had served in Kumar’s Cabi-
net before moving to the Centre, said he 
wanted to see the JD(U) supremo as the 
second Deputy PM from Bihar, after the 
late Jagjivan Ram.

“Nitish Kumar’s contribution to the NDA 
is tremendous. He has been strengthen-
ing the hands of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi by playing the role of an anchor in 
the coalition. It is my personal wish that 
he be made the Deputy Prime Minister.

“If the wish is granted, Bihar will see the 
second son of its soil, after Babu Jagjivan 

Ram, rising to the office”, said Choubey.
The remarks come in the backdrop 

of speculations in a section of the media 
that the 74-year-old JD(U) supremo, who 
wants to run for a fifth consecutive term 
in assembly polls due later this year, may 
be offered an “honourable exit” by the 
BJP, which was fed up with playing second 
fiddle to Kumar in Bihar.

BJP leaders like the late Sushil Kumar 
Modi have even claimed that Kumar had 
wanted to become the Vice President and 
quit the NDA, in 2022, in protest against 

not being considered for the top Consti-
tutional post.

However, remarks of Choubey who 
was denied a ticket in last year’s Lok 
Sabha polls, were made light of by the 
JD(U) as well as the opposition party RJD.

JD(U) MLC and spokesperson Neeraj 
Kumar cited Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah’s latest interview to a news chan-
nel to underscore that “all NDA partners 
acknowledge the chief minister as the 
coalition’s leader for the upcoming as-
sembly polls”.

US suspends additional 26 
pc tariff on India till July 9: 

White House
NEW DELHI: The US has announced the 

suspension of additional tariffs on India for 
90 days until July 9 this year, according to the 
White House executive orders.

On April 2, US President Donald Trump 
slapped universal duties on about 60 countries 
exporting goods to America and additional 
steep levies on countries like India, potentially 
impacting sales of products from shrimp to steel 
in the world's biggest economy. The move was 
aimed at cutting its trade deficit and boosting 
domestic manufacturing.

The US imposed an additional import duty 
of 26 per cent on India. The tariffs were high 
on its competitors like Thailand, Vietnam and 
China. This suspension of tariffs is not applicable 
to China, including Hong Kong and Macau.

"Effective with respect to goods entered for 
consumption, or withdrawn from warehouse 
for consumption, on or after 12:01 a.m. eastern 
daylight time on April 10, 2025, enforcement 
of the second paragraph of section 3(a) of 
Executive Order 14257 is suspended until 
12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on July 9, 
2025," the order said.

The second paragraph of Section 3 (a) of 
the executive order issued on April 2 men-
tions the implementation of reciprocal tariffs. 
It includes Annex 1 listing rate of tariffs for 
different countries.

However, the 10 per cent baseline tariff 
imposed on the countries will continue to 
remain in place.

"Since I (President) signed Executive Or-
der 14257, in contrast to the PRC’s actions, 
more than 75 other foreign trading partners, 
including countries enumerated in Annex I 
to Executive Order 14257, have approached 
the United States to address the lack of trade 
reciprocity in our economic relationships and 
our resulting national and economic security 
concerns.

"This is a significant step by these coun-
tries toward remedying non-reciprocal trade 

arrangements and aligning sufficiently with 
the United States on economic and national 
security matters," the order dated April 9 said.

A trade expert said the 25 per cent duty 
on steel, aluminium (effective from March 
12), auto and auto components (from April 
3) also continues.

Federation of Indian Export Organisations 
(FIEO) Director General Ajay Sahai said that 
semiconductors, pharmaceuticals, and certain 
energy products are under the exemption 
category. Commenting on the 90-day defer-
ral of reciprocal tariffs, Indian exporters said 
the US decision has come as a major relief as 
it provides a crucial window for pushing the 
talks on the proposed bilateral trade agree-
ment between India and America.

They said that diplomatic engagement 
and fast-tracking negotiations for the trade 
pact will help India deal with these tariffs.

"It is a good decision by the Trump ad-
ministration. We have been assured by the 
commerce ministry that the agreement will 
be finalised at the earliest," FIEO President S 
C Ralhan said.

Amid a global market meltdown, Trump 
on Wednesday abruptly backed down on his 
tariffs on most nations for 90 days but raised 
the tax rate on Chinese imports to 125 per cent.

In a meeting with industry and exporters 
on April 9, Commerce and Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal asked exporters not to panic 
and assured them that India is working on the 
"right mix and right balance" in its proposed 
trade agreement with the US.

He said the Indian team is working with 
"speed" but not in "undue haste" to ensure 
the right outcome for the country.

The two countries are negotiating a bilateral 
trade agreement (BTA) with an aim to more 
than double their trade to USD 500 billion by 
2023 from about USD 191 billion at present. 
They are aiming to conclude the first phase 
by the fall (September-October) this year.
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SJA Delegation Visits 

Bereaved Families of Imtiyaz 

Parray, Mir Bashir Ahmad

Hajin: The Sonawari Journalists Association (SJA) has expressed 
deep sorrow and heartfelt condolences over the demise of Amina 
Begum, the maternal aunt of senior Apni Party leader Imtiyaz Parray 
and mother-in-law of JKTF UT General Secretary Mir Bashir Ahmad.

The association extended its solidarity and support to the bereaved 
families during this difficult 
time.

         On the directions of SJA 
Patron Sahil Nazir, a delegation 
of the Sonawari Journalists As-
sociation, including President 
and Gulistan News Correspon-
dent Zahoor Ahmad Bhat, Senior 
Member and News18 Journal-
ist Sajid Rasool, Kashmir Reader Correspondent Gowhar Maqbool, and 
DB Live’s Shafik Sumbli, visited the residence of the bereaved in Hajin 
to personally offer their condolences. The delegation conveyed their 
sympathies to Imtiyaz Parray, Mir Bashir Ahmad, Suhail Farooq, and 
other members of the grieving families.

         The delegation expressed heartfelt prayers for the eternal peace 
of the departed soul and prayed for strength, patience, and courage 
for the family members to bear this irreparable loss. The association 
reaffirmed its support to them in this hour of grief.

Indian Army Organises Free

 Eye Check-Up Camp in Rajouri

RAJOURI: the Indian Army’s Ace of Spades Division, in collaboration 
with Madhav Netralaya, a renowned eye care NGO from Nagpur, or-
ganised a three-day free eye check-up camp for the people of Rajouri.

The camp, which drew participation from across Rajouri and ad-
joining areas, was led by senior ophthalmologists from Madhav Ne-
tralaya. With the support of the Indian Army, the medical team pro-
vided detailed eye examinations, distributed medicines, and recom-
mended further treatment or surgical procedures where needed.

A total of 908 patients were examined during the camp, and 500 
spectacles were distributed free of cost, significantly benefiting un-
derprivileged individuals, especially school children and the elderly.

The initiative saw enthusiastic participation from all age groups 
and was lauded by locals as a much-needed effort to make healthcare 
more accessible in remote regions.

“This outreach is not just about medical assistance; it’s about 
building trust and strengthening our relationship with the people,” 
said an Army official. “The Indian Army remains committed to serving 
the people of Rajouri not just in matters of security, but also in health 
and welfare.”

The Ace of Spades Division continues to act as a bridge of compas-
sion, reaffirming its dedication to community support through inclu-
sive and impactful initiatives.

Zero Miles – Grill & Cafe 

Opens 7th Outlet in Pulwama, 

Expands Culinary Footprint

 in Kashmir

PULWAMA:  Zero Miles – Grill & Cafe, Kashmir’s fastest-growing 
and most loved restaurant chain, has opened its seventh outlet at City 
Square Mall, Murran Chowk, near District Hospital Pulwama, bringing 
its signature flavours and welcoming ambience to yet another corner 
of the Valley.

The newly launched franchise is helmed by Syed Saaqib Yousuf, a 
B.Tech Mechanical Engineer from Dusoo Pampore, and Gazanfar Bashir, 
an M.Sc. Physics graduate from Krenchoo Pampore. The duo expressed 
enthusiasm about joining the Zero Miles family and pledged to uphold 
the brand’s standards of quality and service.

This opening is part of the larger vision of Mr. Jibran Khan, the 
young entrepreneur from Bandipora who founded Zero Miles and 
transformed it into a popular name in Kashmir’s food landscape. Mr. 
Javid Ahmad Mahroo, Chief Operating Officer of Zero Miles, high-
lighted the brand’s commitment to offering top-tier dining experi-
ences while contributing to economic growth through job creation.

The inauguration was attended by family members of the new 
franchise partners, including their proud parents, along with existing 
franchisees from other districts, local traders, and community mem-
bers. Guests lauded the brand for becoming a cultural and social space 
beyond just dining.

With over 80 people currently employed across its outlets, Zero 
Miles continues to serve as a beacon of youth-led entrepreneurship 
and local empowerment. The company is set to open additional outlets 
in Magam, Shopian, and Awantipora later this year, strengthening its 
footprint across Jammu and Kashmir.

As the chain continues its expansion, it remains committed to 
being more than just a restaurant — a hub of connection, culture, and 
community.

Terror Funding Through Drugs Won’t 
Be Spared: DIG NKR Maqsood-ul-Zaman

Abdul Rashid Mir 
Takes Additional Charge

 as CEO Bandipora

After PDL Worker Dies, Union
 Demands Compensation for Family

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan: 
DC presides over IEC campaign 

at GDC Bandipora

CMO Kupwara Reviews 
Implementation of PCPNDT Act

AADIL ABDULLAH

SRINAGAR : Deputy Inspector General (DIG) 
of Police, North Kashmir Range (NKR), Maqsood-
ul-Zaman, on Thursday issued a stern warning 
to those involved in drug trafficking and its use 
in financing terrorism, stating that the police 
will take strict action against such elements 
without hesitation.

Speaking to the media during a Thana Diwas 
programme, DIG Zaman said, “We have made 
significant progress in the fight against drugs. 
Several recoveries have been made, accused 
arrested under PIT-NDPS Act, and properties 
linked to drug trade are being identified and 

targeted.”
In response to questions regarding the recent 

attachment of properties 
linked to terror operatives, 
the DIG clarified, “It is part of 
a legal process. When drug 
money is used to fuel terror 
activities, it becomes im-
perative to act — and we will.”

He further highlighted the 
dual role of Thana Diwas — not 
just as a law enforcement tool, 
but as a public outreach initia-
tive. “We’re here to listen to 
people’s concerns and offer 

on-the-spot solutions. For civil issues, we are 
coordinating with other government departments 

to reduce the hardships faced by the public,” he 
said.

DIG Zaman reaffirmed the police’s resolve to 
act tough against the drug-terror nexus. “Anyone 
involved in drugs or using its proceeds for anti-
national activities will be dealt with under strict 
legal provisions,” he warned.

The remarks come amid intensified anti-drug 
operations across the valley, where law enforce-
ment agencies have been cracking down on the 
narcotics-terrorism network. The North Kashmir 
Police’s sustained efforts under Thana Diwas 
have also received appreciation for encouraging 
community policing and improved grievance 
redressal.

Bandipora, April 10: Principal of 
DIET Bandipora, Abdul Rashid Mir, 
Thursday took over as the Chief 

Education Officer (CEO) Bandipora 
after the government assigned him 
it as the additional charge. 

Soon after assuming the charge, 
CEO Bandipora held a meeting with 
officers who apprised him about the 
functioning of the department.

Mir interacted with the officers 
and took the first hand appraisal of 
implementation of National Educa-
tion Policy besides implementation 
of various schemes.

He also took stock of the infra-
structural academic needs in Schools 

of the district besides reviewing the 
teaching learning process in the dis-
trict schools.

Meanwhile JK teacher’s Forum 
welcomed the CEO and assured him 
full support in  improving the qual-
ity education in the district and 
streamlining the teaching learning 
process.     

Chief Spokesperson of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Teachers Forum (JKTF) 
Bandipora, in a statement  expressed 
confidence that with Abdul Rashid 
Mir at the helm of both DIET and CEO 
offices, Bandipora’s education system 
is set for a much-needed transforma-
tion.

Bilal Habib

PAMPORE: All J&K TDL and PDL 
Electric Employees Union of Sub Divi-
sion Pampore Thursday protested 
following the tragic death of Moham-
mad Yousuf Dar, a daily-wage PDL 
worker who succumbed to injuries 
sustained after falling from an electric 
pole while repairing a power line in 
the Pampore area of South Kashmir’s 
Pulwama district.

Dar, a resident of Goripora Barsoo, 
had been admitted to SKIMS Soura 
in critical condition a few days ago 
after the incident occurred in the 
Frestabal area. He passed away on 
Wednesday, prompting an outpour-
ing of grief and anger among his col-
leagues.

The employees gathered at the 
PDD Sub Office in Pampore to stage 
a peaceful protest, demanding im-
mediate financial compensation for 
the deceased’s family and a govern-
ment job for one of the next of kin. 
Protesters also called for the imple-
mentation of long-pending regulariza-
tion and safety measures for daily 
wage employees.

Speaking to Kashmir Convener, 
Mehraj Ud Din Bhat, State Vice Pres-
ident of the All J&K Electric Employ-
ees Union (PDL/TDL), said, “We are 
mourning the death of our colleague, 

who gave 20 years of his life to this 
department without regularization. 
He died on duty, and we demand 
justice — compensation for his fam-
ily and a government job for one of 

his dependents.”
Bhat warned that if the department 

fails to respond, workers will be forced 
to intensify their protest, including a 
potential strike. He held the depart-
ment’s leadership — including the 
Managing Director and the Chief 
Engineer — responsible for the lack 
of implementation of promised 
regularization measures.

“Despite over 450 on-duty deaths 
and injuries among our ranks, the 
department has failed to act. We are 
not blaming the government; the real 

betrayal is from within our own de-
partment,” he added.

He pointed out that under SRO 
381, Class IV vacancies can be filled 
through Departmental Promotion 

Committees (DPC), and 
regularization files — al-
ready pending in offices 
— must be expedited.

Echoing these concerns, 
Gowhar Gulshan, Division 
President Awantipora of 
the Employees Union, said, 
“We held this condolence 
protest to demand timely 
disbursement of compen-
sation, insurance benefits, 
and other entitled relief. 
The deceased contributed 
for these schemes through-
out his service, and his 

family must not suffer further.”
He emphasized the need to resolve 

the issue of pending regularization 
for around 1,600 daily wagers in Pul-
wama, whose files, he claimed, are 
lying idle at the Chief Engineer’s office 
despite being cleared by the District 
Level Committee (DLC).

Gulshan also urged the Executive 
Engineer of Awantipora and Assistant 
Executive Engineer of Pampore to 
ensure swift relief measures. “We hope 
that assurances given by officials are 
fulfilled without delay,” he said.

Emphasizes 
parental role, social 

values in fight against 
Drug Abuse

BANDIPORA: As part of IEC campaign against 
drug abuse under Nasha Mukt Jammu and Kash-
mir, the Deputy Commissioner (DC) Bandipora, 

Manzoor Ahmad Qadri today presided over an 
awareness programme at Government Degree 
College (GDC) Bandipora.

Speaking on the occasion, DC highlighted 
the pivotal role of parents in identifying early 
symptoms of drug abuse and emphasized the 
importance of vigilant monitoring in combating 
the menace.

He stressed on promoting strong social val-
ues and bonding among youth to prevent them 
from falling prey to substance abuse.

“Children are the future of our society and 
it is imperative for them to uphold moral and 
social values to secure a healthy and progressive 
future,” DC added.

Qadri said that the district administration 
is conducting a series of IEC campaigns at the 
panchayat level on every Monday and in mu-
nicipalities and educational institutions on 
every Thursday, focused on vulnerable age groups 
to raise awareness at the grassroots level and 

ensure effective rehabili-
tation of individuals af-
fected by drug addiction.

DC encouraged stu-
dents to actively partici-
pate in awareness initia-
tives and act as ambas-
sadors in spreading the 
message against drug 
abuse among their peers, 
families and localities.

On the occasion, re-
source persons from 
various departments de-
liberated on the social, 
economic, and medical 
impacts of drug addiction, 
highlighting the collective 
responsibility in eradicat-
ing this social evil.

The programme witnessed the participation 
of the Principal GDC Bandipora Prof. (Dr.) Gaza-
la Firdous, college faculty, students, and other 
concerned.

It is worth mentioning that, under the Nasha 
Mukt Jammu and Kashmir Abhiyan, district 
administration Bandipora on Thursday organ-
ised similar IEC campaigns across municipalities 
and educational institutions throughout the 
district to strengthen the fight against drug 
abuse.

KUPWARA: Chief Medical Officer (CMO) 
Kupwara on Thursday chaired a meeting to 
review the implementation of the Pre-Con-
ception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques 

(Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, 1994 (PCPNDT 
Act).

An official spokesperson said the meeting 
focused on reviewing the district's progress 
in enforcing the provisions of the PCPNDT Act, 
which aims to prevent sex-selective practices 
and regulate the use of prenatal diagnostic 
techniques for legitimate medical purposes 
only.

The CMO emphasized the critical role of 
the Act in curbing female feticide and address-
ing the declining sex ratio.

It was informed during the meeting that 
42 ultrasound (USG) centres have been regis-
tered in Kupwara district since April 2023, and 
18 centres were sealed due to non-compliance 
and deficiencies under the Act. These centres 
were allowed to reopen only after fulfilling 
the mandatory criteria laid out in the Act.

Highlighting the steps taken to build aware-
ness, the CMO stated that Medical Officers, 
Community Health Officers (CHOs), and Mid-
Level Health Providers (MLHPs) have been 

trained to sensitize communities about the 
provisions of the PCPNDT Act during Village 
Health and Nutrition Days (VHNDs), Village 
Health Sanitation and Nutrition Committee 

(VHSNC) meetings, and routine immunization 
drives.

A PowerPoint presentation detailing the 
key provisions of the PCPNDT Act and the 
responsibilities of various stakeholders was 
delivered by the CMO. He urged all member 
officers to work in coordination to ensure ro-
bust and effective enforcement of the Act across 
the district.

The meeting was attended by the Medical 
Superintendent of District Hospital Kupwara, 
District Health Officer (DHO), District Immu-
nization Officer (DIO), senior gynecologists 
from Associated District Hospitals Handwara 
and Kupwara, senior pediatrician, senior ra-
diologist, a representative from the Social 
Welfare Department, and a member from the 
judiciary.

The CMO reiterated the importance of 
sustained vigilance and inter-departmental 
cooperation in eliminating the misuse of pre-
natal diagnostic technologies and safeguard-
ing the rights of the unborn girl child.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Re-Defining The Alchemy 

Of Failure And Adversity

SHABEER AHMAD LONE

"So truly where there is hardship, there is 
also ease." -Quran, (94:6)

"The wound is the place where the Light 
enters you." -Rumi

"Out of difficulties grow miracles." - Jean 
de La Bruyère

The deeper sorrow carves into your being the 
more joy you can contain- Khalil Gibran

To redefine the alchemy of failure and adversity 
is to embark on a profound journey of transformation 
that alters not only the way we perceive personal 
setbacks but also how we understand the very es-
sence of human potential, resilience, and progress. 
These experiences, often feared or avoided, are in 
fact the crucibles where the most significant growth 
occurs, offering lessons far beyond personal growth. 
They possess the rare ability to reveal the untapped 
resources within individuals, communities, and 
societies, urging us to innovate, adapt, and transcend 
our limitations. Failure and adversity, far from be-
ing mere obstacles, are the inevitable and essential 
dimensions of the human condition, holding keys 
to unlocking deeper truths about our collective 
purpose. By embracing them, we open ourselves to 
the extraordinary potential for transformation that 
exists beyond the apparent chaos of life's challenges.

Failure, in its truest sense, is not merely the 
inability to achieve a desired outcome but an invita-
tion to question, reimagine, and reconstruct. One 
of the rarest insights about failure is its capacity to 
act as a mirror, reflecting deeper truths about our 
values, assumptions, and methodologies. When an 
artist fails to capture their vision on canvas or when 
a scientific experiment does not yield expected 
results, the failure is not meaningless-it highlights 
the gap between aspiration and execution, urging us 
to refine our skills, rethink our strategies, or reassess 
our goals. Failure, then, is not the end of the road 
but a call to recalibrate and pursue excellence with 
renewed clarity.

Adversity, on the other hand, introduces an ele-
ment of unpredictability and challenge that tests the 
limits of human endurance and creativity. It is often 

through the lens of adversity that we discover the 
profound interplay between fragility and strength. 
Consider the phenomenon of post-traumatic growth, 
where individuals who experience significant hard-
ships emerge with greater resilience, purpose, and 
empathy. This is not to romanticize suffering but to 
recognize that adversity can serve as a crucible for 
the transformation of character and the deepen-
ing of understanding. It reveals hidden reserves of 
strength and exposes the interconnectedness of the 
human spirit, fostering solidarity and compassion.

A particularly rare and overlooked aspect of 
failure is its role in breaking the illusion of control 
and certainty. Human beings are conditioned to seek 
predictability and mastery over their environment, 
yet failure dismantles this façade, reminding us of 
the inherent uncertainties of life. In this state of 
vulnerability, there is an unparalleled opportunity 
to embrace humility and openness. It is often in 
moments of failure that we are forced to listen, to 
collaborate, and to seek wisdom from others. This 
shift from ego-driven pursuits to collective problem-
solving is a profound and necessary recalibration, 
both for individuals and societies.

Adversity, similarly, has a way of revealing the 
limitations of existing systems and ideologies. For 
example, natural disasters often expose infrastructural 
weaknesses, prompting innovations in urban plan-
ning and resource management. Pandemics highlight 
inequities in healthcare and the need for global 

cooperation. These moments of crisis, though painful, 
act as wake-up calls that challenge complacency and 
inspire systemic transformation. Adversity, when 
viewed through this lens, is not merely an obstacle 
but a diagnostic tool that identifies areas of neglect 
and opens avenues for progress.

The stories of  Prophets such Ibrahim (A.S) 
and Azer, Musa (A.S) and Phiroun, Prophets Mu-
hammad (pbuh) during early years of Islam, Noah’s 
resilance against adversity in the form of social 
rejection, Krishna’s guidance to Arjuna about duty, 

courage and resiliance against moral dilemmas and 
Socrates, Plato, G  da Vinci, Picasso,  Mozart, Curie, 
Edison,  Martin Luther King Jr., Lovelace, van Gogh, 
Tubman, Malala, Galileo, Marie Curie, Einstein, 
N.Tesla, Rosalind Frank, Stephen Hawking, Kath-
erine johnson, Jonas Salk, Helen Keller, Beethoven, 
Nelson Mendela, Rosa Parks,  Rigoberta Menchu,  
Mahatma Gandhi, Angelou , Japans recovery after 
world war II, etc whether individual or collective 
inspired by highlightening the universal capacity 
to rise against adversity, transform circumstances,  
shape a future grounded in faith, hope, perseverance, 
vision,  justice,truth , moral integrity, and dignity 
and changing the world across cultures, periods and 
contexts. They are reminders of the enduring power 
of resiliance , creativity, and collective determinism 
with unwavering commitment to truth , justice  and 
development against unfavourable environments 
and opressive powers. The Renaissance emerged 

from the so-called "Dark Ages," a period marked 
by societal upheaval and adversity. Similarly, the 
Great Depression in the United States gave rise to 
transformative social and economic policies that 
reshaped the nation.These examples illustrate that 
failure and adversity, while painful and disruptive, are 
often precursors to reinvention and progress. They 
challenge existing paradigms and compel humanity 
to envision new possibilities.

Ibn Sina (Avicenna), Al-Ghazali, Al-Hasan Ibn al-
Haytham (Alhazen), Salahuddin Al-Ayyubi (Saladin), 
Malik Ambar, Muhammad Iqbal (R.A) etc.uncover a 
legacy of resilience that continues to inspire. These 
examples remind us that setbacks, whether personal 
or collective, are not the end but the beginning of 
new possibilities-an eternal testament to the trans-
formative power of perseverance, faith, and vision.

Across cultures and periods, mystics have dem-
onstrated that failure and adversity are not ends but 
beginnings-pathways to transcendence, innovation, 
and insight. Their lives encourage us to see setbacks 
not as obstacles but as invitations to reimagine our 
relationship with ourselves, others, and the divine. 
These figures embody the timeless truth that through 
the crucible of adversity, the human spirit can achieve 
its most profound expressions of love, wisdom, and 
creativity.Figures like Mansur al-Hallaj, St. John of the 
Cross, Jalal ad-Din Rumi, Rabia al-Adawiyya, Black 
Elk, Simone Weil, Shankaracharya, Hakuin Ekaku, 
Al-Ghazali, Milarepa etc. spanning centuries and 
disciplines-exemplify how adversity and failure are 
not merely obstacles but opportunities for profound 
transformation.

Another profound insight lies in the temporal 
nature of failure and adversity. These experiences, 
while intense in the moment, often take on new 
meanings over time. A failure that feels catastrophic 
today may be seen, years later, as a pivotal turning 
point or a necessary detour. This temporal shift in 
perspective underscores the importance of patience 
and reflection. It also highlights the fallibility of im-
mediate judgments about success and failure. History 
is replete with examples of individuals whose work 
was dismissed or ridiculed during their lifetimes 
only to be celebrated posthumously. Vincent van 
Gogh, for instance, sold only one painting during 
his life but is now regarded as one of the greatest 
artists of all time. Such examples remind us that the 
true impact of our efforts may not be immediately 
apparent, and what appears as failure in one era 
may be redefined as genius in another.

TO BE CONTINUED...

WAVES 2025: Showcasing India’s 
Vision to Be the Global Content Hub

Dharmendra Tewari

Creativity has no boundaries. From time im-
memorial, the creators have been shaping this 
world. The great Creative ideas, which shaped 
us as “modern human beings”, across all civili-
zations, in our long evolutionary journey from 
the dark ages, pushed creative vision of earlier 
generations with an aim to improve their future 
i.e. “Our Present Life”.

As we, Baby boomers to GenZ, enjoy the 
benefits of progress in the 21st century, it is the 
creativity of our ancestors that made human life 
better for us in the modern times. Thus, identify-
ing the creators, giving them mentorship, sharing 
state of the art knowhow, best global practices and 
by providing access to market for their creative 
work, becomes crucial for the policy makers in 
all generations.

In modern internet era, by unleashing the 
creative potential of the world, India is precisely 
riding on WAVES of creativity. New Delhi aims 
to unite the world politically as a “Creative Soft 
Power” promoting the global harmony among 
comity of nations. At the same time at working 
level of Media & entertainment industry our policy 
makers are “Connecting the Creators” through 
WAVES 2025 by “Connecting Countries. Be it Indian 
brand of Yoga & Ayurveda from ancient times or 
“Entertaining” music of Bollywood in the last 100 
years since talkies came into being, our creators 
have been shaping the world democratising the 
knowledge for creators of all generations. Thus 
WAVES, the World Audio Visual and Entertain-
ment Summit, happening in Mumbai from 1st to 
4th May is a great opportunity for creators from 
across the globe to showcase their talent and 
truly be a part of creative journey, earn name & 
fame for their creativity.

Be it films, music, games, comics or some tech 
innovation in making the education & healthcare 
more affordable, WAVES offers to the creators a 
“Wholesome Opportunity” to remain ahead by 
developing tools having potential to shape the 
media and entertainment industry.

Efforts of Ministry of Information & Broadcast-
ing in identifying creative talent pool is bringing 
results. More than “750 Shortlisted Creators” 

from across the world filtered through 32 ‘Cre-
ate in India, Create for the World’ Challenges, 
will now showcase their work in Mumbai’s Jio 
Convention Centre.

They are not only creators but inventors in 
true sense. Some of the creators identified by 

government of India through a holistic approach 
of jury-based selection by industry experts & the 
market professionals have already come up with a 
great work that has a scalable potential to change 
our life by innovative means.

Next time when you go to cellular Jail in Port 
Blair as a tourist you will have a better experience 
to interact with freedom fighter Veer Savarkar. 
Simply because a creative firm used their Xtended 
Reality (XR) talent to make it possible. Under the 
aegis of WAVES challenge, Creators want to use 
the platform of WAVES to reach out to the other 
historical sites in India or abroad displaying their 
XR & Virtual Reality, VR skills while narrating 
historical stories & the folklores.

Another team of creators have used VR to 
give a real-world commerce feeling in their online 
purchase. Another tech-driven creative work, 
PosePerfect is an effort to correct the yogic postures 
of fitness freaks by using the XR as an Artificially 
Intelligent solution to imperfect poses of Yoga 
practitioners, a real time problem. With the right 
support and mentorship, youth creativity can 
position India as a global content hub, enhance 
governance, and create jobs, realising the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of ‘Create in India, 

Create for the World’ through WAVES.
Coders from the remote corners of India 

are also benefiting from CIC challenges under 
WAVES. A young 16-year-old boy from Kashmir 
has started giving shape to his dreams of making 
his own startup, thanks to the acknowledgement 

of his coding skills on the platform of WAVES.
It is not just one story of a youth from Kashmir 

but there are many youths across the world who 
are trying their fate by showcasing their skills on 
the talent hunt forum, the CreatoSphere of WAVES. 
As the confluence of technology with artistic 
creation is at its peak, media & entertainment 
sector through its soft power has an immense 
potential to lead the way making India as a top 
global content creation hub in the times to come.

Given rich heritage of storytelling and prow-
ess in coding, we are well positioned to use our 
skills in making creation not only traditionally 
ethnic but also ethical at a time, when telling the 
truth is so important to democratise traditional 
knowledge. The WAVES is all set to project before 
the world how creators sharpened the human 
understanding in all generations.

It is therefore imperative to judge the cre-
ative talent in all the formats of creativity, be 
it reel making or tell the truth hackathon. Top 
Comic makers & their creative comic animation 
is already making creatives WAVES in the media. 
In the world of classical Music, Dilli Gharana’s 
talent hunt show on Doordarshan Wah Ustad is 
also reviving the traditional formats of creativity.

Further, if our modern GenZ creators play 
piano or any other musical instrument on their 
mobile app, Electronic Dance and Music & DJing 
Competition (EDM) is also tapping the new era 
talented creators. India has already reached out 
to about 160 nations across the world to join and 

see for themselves global creative talent identified 
by top creators of the world during the Grand 
Finale of season 1 of Create in India Challenges 
next month.

The first WAVES Summit is a milestone event 
for the Media & Entertainment (M&E) sector. This 
historic summit will bring together global leaders, 
media professionals, artists, policymakers, and 
industry stakeholders. Summit seeks to help India 
become the content hub of the world.

With the advent of technology in creative 
space, some of the key challenges that have arisen 
are misuse of Artificial intelligence, Deepfakes 
in images, audio & unregulated streaming revo-
lutions, intellectual property right violations, 
misinformation menace and concerns on legacy 
media sustainability. As the first-ever event of its 
kind, WAVES 2025 will deliberate these issues & 
come up with solutions that promote cultural 
diversity, innovation, and equitable access to 
media platforms. WAVES 2025 is not just a sum-
mit; it is a vision for a more connected, creative, 
and collaborative world.

(The author is ADG, PIB, Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting-PIB)

Strengthening 
Democracy

In a democracy as vast and diverse as India, the integrity 
and effectiveness of elections depend heavily on the 
people who make the process run—particularly those 
at the grassroots. The Election Commission of India 
(ECI) has rightly recognized this and has taken a 
proactive step by launching an extensive training 
initiative to build the capacity of BLOs, DEOs, EROs 
and media personnel.
Booth Level Officers are the foot soldiers of India's 
electoral process. They are the face of the Commission 
in the remotest corners of the country and are 
instrumental in maintaining an accurate voter list, 
facilitating voter registration, and building public trust 
in the electoral machinery. Empowering them with 
rigorous training is not just a technical exercise—it 
is a democratic imperative. The fact that the ECI has 
institutionalized this process and rolled it out 
systematically reflects its commitment to free, fair, 
and transparent elections.
Equally important is the Commission’s outreach to 
Media and Social Media Nodal Officers. In an age where 
information spreads faster than facts can catch up, 
training these officers to responsibly disseminate 
accurate information and counter misinformation is 
essential.
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar’s emphasis 
on “factual, timely and transparent communication” 
could not be more timely. As we move deeper into a 
digitally mediated public sphere, misinformation—
often designed to confuse, polarize, or discourage 
voters—poses a growing threat to electoral integrity.
Moreover, the participation of media officers from 28 
states and 8 Union Territories in the orientation 
programme highlights ECI’s determination to implement 
a pan-India strategy of informed engagement. This 
focus on uniformity, legal compliance, and institutional 
coordination ensures that voters across the nation 
receive the same quality of information and access, 
regardless of geography.
As India prepares for upcoming electoral exercises, 
these training efforts reinforce the Commission’s 
role not just as an administrator of elections, but 
as a guardian of democratic values. In a time when 
trust in public institutions is under constant scrutiny, 
the ECI’s investment in human resources, 
transparency, and digital literacy is both strategic 
and necessary.
The message is clear: for democracy to thrive, it 
must be nurtured at the grassroots, communicated 
honestly, and protected through vigilance. The ECI’s 
ongoing training and media sensitization initiatives 
are a step in the right direction—and one that deserves 
both recognition and continued public support.

The first WAVES 
Summit is a milestone 
event for the Media & 
Entertainment (M&E) 
sector. This historic 
summit will bring 
together global 
leaders, media 
professionals, artists, 
policymakers, and 
industry stakeholders. 
Summit seeks to 
help India become the 
content hub of
 the world.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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DC Srinagar reviews progress on 
implementation of PMAY-U

Over 3000 housing units sanctioned in District under the scheme with expenditure of Rs. 38.03 cr
SRINAGAR: In order to review the 

progress in implementation of Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY-U 2.0) and 
saturate the process in District, a meeting 
of the Officers of line departments was 
today held under the chairmanship of 
the Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat at DC Office 
Complex.

At the outset, DC took a detailed 
appraisal about the implementation of 
the PMAY-Urban scheme in the District. 
He also assessed the status of registration 
made under the PMAY-U scheme.

DC directed the concerned authorities 
to organize special awareness camps 
across the district so that all eligible 
beneficiaries are covered under the 
scheme. 

He asked the concerned Officers 
to undertake a proper demand survey 
and ensure that not a single genuine 
beneficiary is left out from the scheme.

He also stressed on maintaining 

utmost transparency and accountability 
ensuring timely approval of cases.

Dr Bilal further impressed upon the 
Officers to follow the robust mechanism 

already put in place to ensure immediate 
verification of the application as per 
scheme guidelines.

DC asked the SMC and other 
Departments to maximize the reach 
of the scheme through mass awareness 
campaign so that eligible beneficiaries 
are informed about the scheme and the 

eligibility criteria to get registered under 
PMAY-Urban scheme.

The meeting was informed that as 
many as 325 verified cases stands already 

forwarded to concerned authorities for 
release of financial assistance under BLC 
component of PMAY Urban in favour of 
the beneficiaries to minimize the physical 
and financial gap under the scheme, as 
the target has been already fixed upto 
31st of December 2025.

With regard to the physical progress 

as on March 2025, the meeting was 
informed that over 3000 houses 
sanctioned in the District so far under 
the scheme have been Geo tagged. The 
construction of as many as 2008 houses 
stands completed, while 1017 are in the 
under construction phase.

DC was also apprised that an 
expenditure of Rs 38.03 crores has been 
disbursed till date under the scheme in 
the district after following due procedure 
and multilevel verification.

Besides Additional District 
Development Commissioner,  Rifat Aftab 
Qureshi, Joint Commissioner SMC, Syed 
Abul Qasim; the meeting was attended 
by Assistant Commissioner Development, 
Assistant Commissioner Revenue, SDM 
East, Chief Planning Officer, District Social 
Welfare Officer, District Statistics & 
Evaluation Officer, all Tehsildars, Lead 
District Bank Manager, Officers from 
JK Housing Board and other concerned 
Departments.

 DIPR Pulwama  
hosts Mahjoor Day

PULWAMA: A mega function was held today at Mahjoor 
Memorial Govt Boys Higher Secondary School Pulwama to pay 
tribute to the legendary poet of Kashmir, Peerzada Ghulam 
Ahmad Mehjoor—widely revered as 'Shaair-e-Kashmir'.

The event was organised on the occasion of Mahjoor Day to 
honour his timeless legacy, celebrate his profound contribution 
to Kashmiri language and literature and reflect upon the social, 
cultural and philosophical messages embedded in his poetry.

The programme was organised by Department of Information 
& Public Relations (DIPR) Pulwama in joint collaboration with the 
JK Mahjoor Foundation and District Cultural Society Pulwama 
along with special invitation to A. R. Azaad Memorial Foundation.

Peerzada Abdaal Mahjoor, grandson of Peerzada Ghulam 
Ahmad Mehjoor and President of J&K Mahjoor Foundation, 
graced the occasion as the chief guest while Dr. Peerzada 
Farhat Ahmad, ACD Pulwama, also presided over the event as 
the chief guest, which was also attended by CMO Pulwama, 
BDO Pulwama.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation from 
renowned poets, literary figures and cultural enthusiasts 
from across the valley, besides students in large numbers also 
attended the event.

Speaking on the occasion, Peerzada Abdaal Mahjoor 
introduced the audience to lesser-known aspects of Mahjoor's 
life and informed that work on various projects of Mahjoor is 
currently underway, with "Kulliyat-e-Mahjoor" expected to be 
published soon in response to the pressing demand of Public. 

He commended the DIPR, Pulwama, along with various 
literary associations, for their efforts in organising events 
of cultural and literary importance. During his speech, he 
highlighted the message of universal brotherhood and peace 
conveyed by Mahjoor through his poetry.

In his address, Dr. Peerzada Farhat Ahmad highlighted the 
significance of Pulwama’s intellectual and cultural heritage, 
emphasizing the need to preserve and promote these traditions 
for future generations.

Earlier in her welcome address, District Information Officer, 
Wajeeza expressed her gratitude to the participating poets and 
literary organisations for their presence. She reiterated DIPR 
Pulwama’s commitment to preserving the district's cultural 
identity by providing platforms that uphold and sustain the 
district’s rich cultural heritage.

This was followed by a vibrant Mushaira, where noted poets 
from various parts of the valley presented soulful recitations in 
Kashmiri, paying rich tributes to Mahjoor and his unmatched 
contribution to Kashmiri language, culture and identity. Besides, 
essays and literary lectures focusing on the life and works of 
Mahjoor were also presented by the eminent literary figures 
of the district.

A major highlight of the event was the colourful cultural 
performances where artists melodiously recited Mahjoor’s 
poetry, which mesmerized and captivated the audience adding 
vibrant hues to the gathering.

The event culminated with a felicitation ceremony during 
which participating poets were honoured and mementos 
along with certificates of appreciation were distributed in 
recognition of their literary contributions. Besides, as a gesture 
of respect and appreciation, mementos were also presented 
to the distinguished guests who graced the occasion with 
their presence.

DC Shopian visits 
Mughal Road; reviews traffic 

worthiness post snow clearance
SHOPIAN: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Shopian, Shishir 

Gupta today visited  historical Mughal Road up to Pir Ki Gali to 
take stock of the traffic worthiness of the road, post completion 
of snow clearance from Shopian side.

DC took stock of snow/ rock debris removal at vulnerable 
spots that remain affected due to continuous slide.

DC also met DC Poonch,Vikas Kundal at Pir ki Gali and 
discussed its re-opening. The Mughal Road, a strategic link 
between the Pir Panjal area  and Shopian district in South 
Kashmir is a critical route for transport and public movement 
and the administration is eager to throw it open for traffic 
subject to the good weather conditions and traffic worthiness.

The decision to re-open the road shall be taken  in consultation 
with district administration Poonch. 

DC directed the concerned departments to expedite the 
clearance work of slide and rockfall completely so that safety 
protocols are in place for smooth and safe travel.

The administration shall be closely monitoring the situation 
of Mughal Road on a daily basis, said DC on the occasion and 
assured that the road will be opened for traffic soon.

J&K Startup Policy 2024-27: Renowned experts 

from TISS mentor J&K startups at JKEDI
SRINAGAR: Jammu and 

Kashmir Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute (JKEDI) 
in collaboration with the Tata 
Institute of Social Science 
(TISS) organized an exclusive 
mentorship programme for the 
startups of Jammu and Kashmir 
here.

The mentorship cum 
interaction session involving 
renowned experts from the Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences, Prof. 
Satyajit Majumdar, Managing 
Director TISS Incube Foundation 
and Sujay Dixit, CEO TISS Incube 
Foundation, was aimed to 
provide guidance and insight 
to the J&K startups, thereby 
handhold them to navigate 
the challenge of building and 
sustaining their ventures.

The session offered a unique 
opportunity for startups of 
Jammu and Kashmir to benefit 
from the knowledge and 
expertise of these distinguished 
professionals, who have made 
a mark in academia, social 
entrepreneurship and startup 

incubation.
The mentoring session 

provided the participating 
startups valuable insights into 
business growth, scalability, 
innovation, and entrepreneurial 

best practices guiding them 
through the challenges and 
opportunities in their journey.

The session brought 
together a diverse group of 
participants including budding 
entrepreneurs, startup founders 
and innovators from across the 
Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir and facilitated a direct 
interaction between the startups 
and seasoned professionals in 

social entrepreneurship and 
incubation, thus inspiring 
and equipping them to 
address challenges and seize 
opportunities in their ventures.

Interacting with the 

participants, Prof. Majumdar, 
MD TISS Incube Foundation 
highlighted the importance of 
such collaborative initiatives in 
fostering a robust entrepreneurial 
ecosystem in the Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Sujay Dixit, CEO TISS 
Incube Foundation stressed 
that mentorship session in 
collaboration with JKEDI is a 
part of ongoing efforts of TISS 

to empower local startups with 
knowledge, skills and network 
for their growth.

The session also featured one 
on one mentoring opportunities 
where participants submitted 
their problem statement and 
experts provided customized 
solutions to their business needs. 
The participants expressed 
enthusiasm about the insights 
gained in the mentoring session 
and appreciated the opportunity 
to engage with the experts from 
one of the country’s premier 
institutes.

The mentoring session 
was coordinated by Centre for 
Innovation, Incubation and 
Business Modeling (CIIBM), 
a program vertical of JKEDI, 
under the overall supervision 
of Director JKEDI, Khalid Jahangir.

The mentoring session 
was part of JKEDI’s continued 
approach towards building the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem in 
the U.T of Jammu and Kashmir, 
under the auspices of J&K Startup 
Policy 2024-27.

DC Srinagar reviews status of
 public grievances on JK-Samadhan Portal

Stresses on maximizing citizens registrations on the platform, ensuring wider 
participation and efficient grievance redressal

SRINAGAR: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat 
chaired a meeting to review the status of 
public grievances on JK-Samadhan Portal 
and progress of the registrations on the 
platform.

At the outset, DC took a detailed 
assessment of the JK-Samadhan Portal 
and resolution mechanism put in place 
by each line department in the district. 
He also reviewed the status of all pending 
grievances and analyzed the resolution 
of already addressed citizen complaints. 

DC directed all departments to expedite 
the resolution process of each grievance 
with quality disposal to the best satisfaction 
of the citizens.

 He stressed the importance of citizen 
engagement and awareness regarding the 
JK-Samadhan Portal.

He instructed officers to actively assist 
citizens in registering on the platform, 
ensuring wider participation and better 
grievance redressal. While highlighting 

the significance of citizens registrations 
on the JK Samadhan Portal, the DC said the 
Government has launched the initiative 

to streamline and simplify the grievance 
redressal mechanism and ensure transparent, 
efficient and quality redressal of public 
complaints.

On the occasion, Dr Bilal stressed the 

Officers to sensitize the masses about the JK 
Samadhan Portal and prioritize registering 
citizens on the platform.

 He emphasized the importance of timely 
and efficient registration of grievances, 
which can be accessed and resolved through 
the portal.

He underscored the importance of 
the portal in facilitating citizen’s access 
to Government services and resolving 
grievances.

DC directed all the line departments to 
ensure maximum outreach and participation 
in the portal’s registration process and 
enjoined upon them to achieve set targets 
at the earliest.  He asked the departments to 
share progress of grievances disposed-off 
and citizens registration on the portal on 
a daily basis so that progress is monitored 
and supervised in an efficient manner.

During the meeting, DC was informed 
that out of total 7232 grievances registered 
on JK Samadhan Portal as many 5078 public 
grievances have been resolved till date.

DC Kupwara reviews 
progress under PM Surya 

Ghar- Muft Bijli Yojana
Gives deadline of 10 days for disposal

 of pending cases
KUPWARA: In order to review the latest progress achieved 

under PM Surya Ghar - Muft Bijli Yojana in the district, the 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kupwara, Ayushi Sudan today 
convened a meeting of concerned officers and other stakeholders 
at D.C Office, here.

Addressing the meeting, the DC stressed upon all stakeholders 
to work with added zeal and close coordination to ensure 
timely disposal of the applications received under the Muft 
Bijli Yojana so that the people are benefitted under the scheme. 

She directed the concerned officers to hold joint camps 
consisting of KPDCL, Vendors, Bankers & other stakeholders 
to facilitate and guide the consumers about the scheme so 
that they do not face any inconvenience.

It was informed that 787 applications have been received 
for installation of the solar systems; of which 312 are under 
process and 18 solar roof top systems stand installed.

Ayushi stressed upon the concerned officers to ensure 
disposal of all 312 pending cases within the period of 10 
days positively.

 She impressed upon the KPDCL officers to intensify the 
efforts to ensure the scheme reaches maximum number of 
households so that they are benefitted with the renewable 
energy solutions which will both reduce their electricity bills 
and ease power woes.

DC Ganderbal inspects 

key development projects
Inaugurates Village level Soil Testing Laboratory at Zazna

GA N D E R BA L : D e p u t y 
Commissioner (DC) Ganderbal, 
Jatin Kishore conducted an 
extensive tour of the district to 
inspect the progress of various 
developmental projects under the 
Holistic Agriculture Development 
Programme (HADP) as well as 
works of Rural Development 
Department (RDD).

During the day-long visit, 
DC reviewed ongoing works at 
several sites including the Model 
Floriculture Farm at Nuner, Kisan 
Khidmat Ghar (KKG) at Wayil, Soil 
Testing Laboratory at Manigam, 
under-construction Children Park 
Haripora and Library at Manigam 
and Chinar Bagh Dub.

At the Model Floriculture 
Farm Nuner, DC assessed 
operations involving lavender 
and rose cultivation, distillation 
plant, seedling production of 
aromatic plants like rosemary, 
and the packaging unit.

He directed the management 
to explore the extension of the 
farm and enhance the marketing 
strategies for the organic products 
being manufactured.

While inspecting the 
Kisan Khidmat Ghar at Wayil, 
DC evaluated the services 
being offered to farmers and 
emphasized doorstep delivery 
of agricultural support facilities.

At the Soil Testing Laboratory 
in Manigam, he underscored the 
importance of modern testing 
techniques, and urged farmers 

to make full use of the facility 
for improving crop yield and soil 
health. Earlier, the DC inspected 

the under-construction Children’s 
Park and Library at Manigam, 
being developed under the 
Aspirational Block Development 
Programme. He directed the 
concerned officers to expedite 
the work for early completion.

During his visit to Chinar 
Bagh Dub, DC instructed the Block 
Development Officer to prepare 
a comprehensive development 
plan for the park to enhance 
recreational spaces in the area.

Later, DC inaugurated a Village 
level Soil Testing Laboratory at 
Zazna, established under the 
Holistic Agriculture Development 
Programme (HADP) by the Farmer 
Producer Organization (FPO). 

The lab is expected to 
significantly contribute to 
scientific farming practices by 
offering localized soil health 

analysis to farmers.
During his visit, the DC also 

reviewed the functioning of the 

Farm Machinery Bank at Zazna 
Wakura. He emphasized the 
importance of transparency in 
service delivery and instructed 
officials to display the rate lists 
for farm machinery and services 
prominently.

While interacting with the 
farmers and beneficiaries, DC 
reiterated the transformative 
objectives of HADP, aimed at 
revolutionizing the agricultural 
sector in Jammu & Kashmir and 
creating new avenues of growth 
and prosperity for the farming 
community.

The DC was accompanied by 
Chief Planning Officer, Assistant 
Commissioner Development, 
Assistant Commissioner Revenue, 
Chief Horticulture Officer, and 
other concerned officials during 
the visit.

DC Baramulla reviews progress of 
RIDF projects under NABARD

BARAMULLA: Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa chaired a comprehensive 
review meeting to assess the progress of Rural 
Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) projects 
being executed under NABARD assistance in the 
district.

A total of 82 projects, including roads, bridges, 
water supply schemes, lift irrigation and micro 
irrigation schemes, are currently underway with a 
total estimated cost of Rs.437 crore, out of which 
90% funding has been sanctioned by NABARD. So 
far, Rs.237 crore has been disbursed.

During the meeting, District Development 
Manager (DDM) NABARD presented a detailed 
PowerPoint presentation outlining the status of 
ongoing projects and financial progress.

DC emphasized the completion of RIDF-25 
projects on priority by June 2025, while setting 
September 2025 as the deadline for RIDF-26 projects. 
He also directed concerned departments to submit 

Project Completion Reports (PCRs) and Project 
Completion Certificates (PCCs) to NABARD for 

already completed works to ensure timely closure.
Moreover, the Allied Agriculture Departments 

were instructed to formulate and submit new DPRs 
under RIDF-31, focusing on micro irrigation, land 
development, seed farms, and animal husbandry 
infrastructure to further strengthen the rural 
development framework.

Meeting was attended Joint Director Planning 
Baramulla, Javed Ahmad; Superintending Engineer 
R&B, Sanjeev Gupta; DDM NABARD, Mohammad 
Zubair Wasil, besides other concerned officers.

Secretary, DLSA Ganderbal
 holds monthly review meeting of LADCs

GANDERBAL: Secretary, District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA), Ganderbal, convened a monthly 
review meeting to assess the performance of Legal 
Aid Defence Counsels (LADCs).

The meeting aimed to ensure standards of 
service delivery, identifying challenges faced by 
LADCs, and discuss strategies for improvement.

Secretary, DLSA reviewed the performance 

of LADCs, including their attendance, case 
management, and compliance as per job profiles.

He stressed LADCs to provide comprehensive 
legal services, including visits to jails and police 
stations and to raise awareness among the general 
public, especially in backward and far-flung areas.

The meeting was attended by Deputy LADC 
and Assistant LADC besides others.

DC Kulgam inspects 
ongoing works at JNV site, Transit 

accommodations at Mirhama
KULGAM: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kulgam, Athar Aamir Khan 

today conducted an extensive inspection of ongoing developmental 
work projects at the Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) construction 
site in Mirhama, Kulgam.

It was informed that the project, construction of Phase A and B 
works at JNV Kulgam, is being developed at a cost of Rs. 35.30 crore.

The school is coming up on 143 kanals of land, allotted specifically 
for the purpose in Mirhama.

During the visit, DC took detailed stock of the physical progress 
of the project and issued directions to expedite the pace of work 
while ensuring quality standards are maintained.

He also visited the transit accommodation which is under the 
execution of R&B Department at Mirhama. The project comprises 
12 blocks housing a total of 192 flats, out of these, 3 blocks have 
been completed so far.

The transit accommodation project is being developed at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 28.40 crore.

Accompanying the DC were ADC, Viqar Ahmad Giri; ACR, 
Executive Engineers, Tehsildar Kulgam and other officers.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Freedom To Flourish 
For Muslim Women:  Diversity Of 

Opinions And Rights Discourse

DR MAROOF SHAH

It seems in any case God can’t be interested in contingent 
cultural issues that get framed differently with religion. What 
is non-negotiable for a truly serious sincere piety is effort to 
be loyal to what it is convinced is God’s will or stand at ease in 
the court of conscience. Guilt is something that has disastrous 
psychological and spiritual costs and should not be allowed until 
clear evidence. Mere doubt about certain things isn’t enough to 
count as evidence of guilt.   Let us note, with Shakespeare’s hero, 
maturity is all. In his book, al-Radd al-Mufhim, Albani who is 
no feminist, refers to active women at the time of the Prophet 
and then comments:

These are authentic incidents that firmly prove the state of the 
women of Salaf (i.e. era of the companions and their followers) in 
terms of their perfection and magnanimity and good upbringing 
to the extent that they were capable of doing what they had to 
do in contribution to good causes. (al-Radd al-Mufhim, 1:155).

It appears that there is evolving a consensus on question-
ing limiting women to domestic chores and debunking various 
accusations regarding their capabilities in various domains and 
higher intellectual and spiritual pursuits. It was Ibn Arabi who 
recognized and extolled women’s spiritual capabilities like none 
other. Women can’t be objectified or reduced to this or that role. 

One may here refer to other considerations that further 
question strong judgmental attitudes of certain fuqaha that 
however continue to be dominant in public imagination. These 
considerations include

•	 Theorizing	the	link	between	sin	and	salvation	or	
otherworldly consequences, if any, of choosing different opinions. 
The concept of sin that may affect salvation involves intentionality 
and knowledge that it is forbidden and if we dispute the second 
condition by offering another possible interpretation that disputed 
claim of knowledge while recognizing/respecting the horizons or 
coordinates of Tradition within which interpretation is offered, 
salvation can’t be affected on the analogy of error in ijtihad.

•	 All	the	five	main	schools	of	thought	in	Islamic	ju-
risprudence (Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi’i, Hanbali, and Ja’fari), “agree 
on four basic principles of Islamic law; it changes with time and 
place, must serve the public interest, should not cause harm, and 
may be discarded if its cause has faded” (Kharroub, 2015).

•	 A	fundamental	rule	in	Islamic	law	that	“A	need	that	
is widespread should be treated as a necessity” and Ghazzali’s 
rule that the higher order necessity should have priority over a 
lower-order necessity if they generate opposite implications in 
practical cases. 

•	 Differentiation	between	means	and	ends	and,	as	
Muhammad Ghazzali, that ends or principles don’t expire but 
means may. 

•	 Shatibi’s	distinction:	“Literal	compliance	is	the	default	
methodology in the area of acts of worship (ibadat), while the 
consideration of purposes is the default methodology in the area 
of worldly dealings.”

•	 Mujahidul	Islam	Qasmi’s	emphasis	on	the	need	for	
more open view with regard to talfeeq  (picking and choosing, 
when need is felt, legal opinions from various schools/mujtahids) 
and Ibn Arabi’s explanation for the same that it is grounded 
in Islamic ontology of mercy and should not be construed as 
conceding ground to nafs parasti.

•	 What	is	considered	good	by	Muslims	is	good	in	the	
eyes of God as well as Ibn Masud. Stating that Isthisan is adopting 
“what is more conforming to common people after abandoning 
usual way of qiyas.”

•	 And	that	“it	is	the	very	example	of	the	Prophet	and	
his Companions not to imitate them, literally, in the various areas 
of ‘transactions’ (muamalat) and rather, to go by the principles 
and ‘maqasid.’”

•	 Ayatullah	Shamsuddin’s	suggestion	that	Muslims	need	

to “open their minds to the possibility of ‘relative’ legislation for 
specific circumstances, and not to judge narrations with missing 
contexts as absolute in the dimensions of time, space,situations, 
and people.” 
•	 The	point	noted	in	his		“Maqasidi	al-Shariah:	A	

Beginner’s Guide” by Jasser Auda that in certain/many cases  at 
least 

Current applications (or rather, misapplications) of Islamic 
law are reductionist rather than holistic, literal rather than moral, 
one-dimensional rather than multidimensional, binary rather than 
multi-valued, deconstructionist rather than  deconstructionist, and 
causal rather than  teleological. There is lack of consideration and 
functionality of the overall purposes and underlying principles 
of the Islamic law as a whole. Moreover, exaggerated claims of 
‘rational certainty’ (or else, ‘irrationality’) and ‘consensus of 
the infallible’ (or else, ‘historicity of the scripts’) add to lack of 
spirituality, intolerance, violent ideologies, suppressed freedoms, 
and authoritarian regimes (Auda, 2008:53-54).

Now all these points haven’t been pressed into the service 
of securing gender justice and dialogue with Muslim feminists 
or their Islamist and secular feminist critics. We need trilateral 
dialogue between Ulama/Islamist women, Muslim feminists and 
secularists on key questions in order to evolve consensus on what 

to do or how to secure the rights of the vulnerable women. Point 
scoring against one another wouldn’t do. Women are suffering on 
various accounts and they need help for which concrete action 
and joint work is needed. We can’t avoid engaging with religion 
and religion eschewing secularism and impose certain theological 
or ideological  paradigm. For resolving multiple problems and 
disempowerment faced by women, all need to come forward and 
take membership of special groups or communities. These com-
munities would debate and discuss everything that is imposed 
in the name of certain ideology or theology and evolve common 
strategies including financial support systems. If all employed or 
highly educated women contribute daily sadaqah of Rs 10 or 10 
percent zakat or 10k soft loan for mobilizing and financing such 
community strengthening initiatives that take care of women 
– their debt, their need for seed capital, their food needs, their 
healthcare exigencies, their legal aid, their counseling for rights 
and duties especially marriage associated issues – we would soon 
find new India, new Muslim women whose head is held high and 
who don’t have to suffer from abuses in home and public spaces.

This article is an excerpt from a chapter in the book 
"Muslim Women: A Manifesto for Change". The author can 

be reached at Marooof123@gmail.com

• Mujahidul Islam 
Qasmi’s emphasis on the 
need for more open view 
with regard to talfeeq  
(picking and choosing, 
when need is felt, legal 
opinions from various 
schools/mujtahids) and 
Ibn Arabi’s explanation 
for the same that it is 
grounded in Islamic 
ontology of mercy and 
should not be construed 
as conceding ground to 
nafs parasti.
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present on the occasion.
Established in 1948, DSSC is a premier Tri-

service training institution that imparts professional 
education to select middle-level officers of the 
Indian Armed Forces and friendly countries. It 
aims to enhance their professional competencies 
for assuming higher responsibilities. Over the 
years, more than 19,000 Indian officers and 2,000 
international officers have graduated from DSSC, 
many of whom have risen to become heads of 
states and military forces worldwide.

Two government
to the adversary about security installations 

and deployment with the enemies. He, being a 
trained police official, posted at a sensitive place, 
had access to the vital information concerning 
national security but instead of choosing to shoulder 
the responsibility of a responsible police official, 
chose otherwise to be an active conduit playing 
in the hands of the adversary. His actions posed a 
significant threat to the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of India having potential to comprise 
broader national security interest of India.

Ishtiyak Ahmed Malik, Senior Assistant in Public 
Works (R&B) Department, S/o Late Ghulam Rasool 
Malik Ahmad, R/o Shitroo Larnoo, District Anantnag, 
is listed as an active member of the proscribed 
unlawful association (Jamaa’t-e-Islami J&K) and 
terror associate of proscribed terrorist organization 
Hizbul-Mujahideen. He, as a key functionary of 
JeI, played a crucial role in strengthening the 
organization within his sphere of influence. He 
also facilitated creation of network of sympathizers 
who later became over-ground workers and foot 
soldiers of Hizbul Mujahideen terror outfit, which 
has been involved in series of terrorist attacks on 
Indian security forces, politicians, government 
functionaries, civilians, military establishments 
and critical infrastructure. He covertly facilitated 
terrorist activities of Hizbul Muzahideen by providing 
food, shelter and other logistics to the terrorists and 
played a significant role in aiding, facilitating, guiding 
and abetting terrorist activities especially in south 
Kashmir. He used to provide crucial intelligence 
to the terrorists regarding movement of security 
forces, helping them to evade capture and launch 
counter attacks often resulting in casualties among 
security forces.

A zero tolerance policy has been adopted towards 
the anti-national elements who have been taking 
advantage of being in the Government service.

In February this year, LG Sinha had ordered 
the sacking of three J&K govt employees — a police 
constable, a teacher and an orderly in the forest 
department — for their alleged terror links. These 
three government employees — police constable 
Firdous Ahmad Bhat, teacher Mohammad Ashraf 
Bhat and orderly in the forest department Nisar 
Ahmad Khan — were dismissed from services 
under Article 311 2(c) of the Constitution of India.

Their termination orders were signed by the LG 
a day after he chaired a security review in Jammu 
and directed the police and security agencies to 
step up anti-terror operations by focusing on not 
just neutralising terrorists but also dismantling the 
terror eco-system that includes terror sympathisers, 
moles and violence mongers embedded within 
the J&K administration.

Pertinently the services of almost half-dozen 
employees have been terminated since popular 
government came into being in the Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir, while over 70 government 
employees have been fired by the Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha-led administration in the 
Union Territory for their terror links in the past 
few years.

Chief Secretary
 supporting infrastructure and visitor amenities 

around both the locations. This included provision 
for rest areas, guided tours, food stalls and other 
facilities aimed at enhancing the overall experience 
for the tourists and pilgrims alike. He also stressed the 
need for installing informative signage and display 

No one 
He assessed the current security situation in 

the Union Territory and devised the future course 
of action.

“Govt transforming
warfare have become tools that can achieve 

politico-military aims without a single shot being 
fired. He added that India faces persistent threats 
along its borders, which are further compounded by 
the challenge of proxy war and terrorism emanating 
from its neighbourhood.

Rajnath Singh also spoke of the impact of the 
conflict in West Asia and the geopolitical tensions 
in the Indo-Pacific on the overall security calculus, 
in addition to non-traditional security threats 
such as natural disasters and climate change. He 
stressed on the need to vigorously pursue the 
transformation of the Armed Forces to remain 
capable and relevant for future wars, stating that 
PM Modi’s vision of Viksit Bharat by 2047 rests 
firmly on two foundational pillars – Surakshit 
Bharat and Sashakt Bharat.

Raksha Mantri pitched for the development 
and modernisation of the Armed Forces through 
self-reliance. “Lessons of the ongoing conflicts 
teach us that building a resilient, indigenous, and 
future- ready defence technological & manufacturing 
ecosystem is not an option, but a strategic necessity.

There is a need to develop low-cost high-tech 
solutions and enhance the fighting capability of 
the Armed Forces. Our forces must not only keep 
pace with technological changes, but also lead 
it,” he said.

 Rajnath Singh also batted for enhanced synergy 
among all components to ensure national security. 
Fostering a ‘Whole of Nation’ approach while 
undertaking actions in the entire spectrum of 
diplomatic, informational, military, economic and 
technological domains is key to ensuring success 
in this endeavour, he said.

Referring to the Prime Minister’s vision of 
‘MAHASAGAR’ (Mutual and Holistic Advancement 
for Security and Growth Across Regions) for the 
Global South, Raksha Mantri stated that achieving 
a better future and prosperity for the nations will 
always remain a collective pursuit. “Increasing 
connectivities and dependencies among countries 
and people implies that the multitude of challenges 
are better faced together than individually. Mutual 
interests and synergies will help us achieve our 
goal at sub regional, regional and even global 
levels,” he said.

Rajnath Singh exhorted the officers to focus on 
five ‘A’s - Awareness, Ability, Adaptability, Agility 
and Ambassadors - to tackle future challenges. “As 
warfighters and protectors of national security, 
you need to remain aware of the environment 
and its implications. You must acquire the ability 
and skill set required by future leaders. You must 
imbibe adaptability and agility as key virtues. The 
battlefield of tomorrow will require leaders who 
can adapt to unforeseen circumstances, leverage 
technology to their advantage and come out with 
innovative solutions. You must become Ambassadors 
of your respective Armed Forces. Be an ambassador 
of change and the perfect role model amongst the 
society at large,” he added.

Raksha Mantri began his address by expressing 
solidarity and support of the people of India to 
Myanmar and Thailand in the wake of the recent 
massive earthquake. “India has always stood by its 
friends as a first responder in times of crisis and 
we consider it as our duty to be able to deliver 
timely relief to the people of Myanmar,” he said.

The 80th Staff Course comprises 479 student 
officers, including 38 personnel from 26 friendly 
countries. Three women officers are also participating 
in the course.

Ahead of the ceremony, Rajnath Singh laid a 
wreath at the Madras Regiment War Memorial and 
paid homage to the bravehearts. He also interacted 
with the veterans, acknowledging their invaluable 
contributions to the nation. Chief of Defence Staff 
General Anil Chauhan was among the dignitaries 

boards at the sites. These boards, he said, should 
highlight the unique technological and structural 
features of these bridges. By doing so, visitors would 
not only gain insights into the engineering prowess 
behind these projects but would also develop a 
sense of national pride and appreciation for the 
infrastructural advancements being made across 
the country, he added.

The Chief Secretary was accompanied by 
Divisional Commissioner, Jammu; DC, Reasi; SSP, 
Reasi; senior officers from the Northern Railways 
and other local officers from civil administration 
and police department.

Bandipora Police
Police station Sumbal also under FIR Nos. 07 & 

62/2024 arrested three more suspects-Ghulam Din 
War, son of Habib Ullah War, resident of Naidkhai, 
affiliated with Jammu Kashmir Democratic Freedom 
Party (JKDFP), Khursheed Ahmad Lone, son of 
Mohammad Jamal Lone, resident of Naidkhai and 
Mohammad Shafi Dar, son of Sonaullah Dar, resident 
of Karnai Mohalla Shahgund — both members of 
Jammu and Kashmir Peoples League (JKPL).

Additionally, under FIR No. 06/2024 registered at 
Police station Hajin, police arrested two individuals 
from Vigpara Hajin:Abdul Majeed Gojri, son of 
Ghulam Mohammad Gojri, Abdul Majeed Lone, 
son of Mohammad Maqbool Lone — both linked 
to Tehreek-e-Hurriyat JK

Police have also seized objectionable materials, 
pamphlets, and electronic devices including mobile 
phones from the arrested individuals. Preliminary 
investigations suggest these individuals were actively 
engaged in recruiting youth and spreading separatist 
propaganda despite their parent organisations being 
banned under the UAPA.

“These individuals were not only promoting 
extremist ideologies but were also attempting to revive 
separatist movements by motivating impressionable 
youth and recruiting new members (Rukuns) into 
banned outfits,” the police stated.

The arrests underline the commitment of 
Bandipora Police to dismantling terror-support 
networks and ensuring peace and stability in the 
region. Authorities reiterated that anyone found 
furthering separatist or extremist agendas will 
face strict legal consequences.

“Persons promoting secessionist and separatist 
ideology will face firm action under the law. Bandipora 
Police remains committed to ensuring peace and 
security across the district,” the statement added.

Tahawwur Hussain
countries after India eventually secured a 

surrender warrant for the wanted terrorist from 
the US government, it said.

With the active assistance of USDoJ, the US Sky 
Marshal,  NIA worked closely with other Indian 
intelligence agencies, NSG through the entire 
extradition process, which also saw India’s Ministry 
of External Affairs and Ministry of Home Affairs 
coordinating with the other relevant authorities in 
the United States to take the matter to its successful 
conclusion.

Rana is accused of conspiring with David Coleman 
Headley @ Daood Gilani, and operatives of designated 
terrorist organisations Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and 
Harkat-ul-Jihadi Islami (HUJI) along with other 
Pakistan-based co-conspirators, to carry out the 
devastating terror attacks in Mumbai in 2008. A total 
of 166 persons were killed and over 238 injured in 
the deadly attacks, NIA in a statement said.

It added that both LeT and HUJI have been declared 
as terrorist organisations by the Government of India 
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967.

Lord Mahavir’s
"We" over "I",” the Lieutenant Governor said.
On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor 

felicitated the Youth from Jain community for 
their outstanding achievements in diverse fields.

 Anand Jain, ADGP Armed Police;  Pankaj Jain, 
President S.S Jain Sabha;  Rajeev Jain, Vice President, 
S.S Jain Sabha; Sandeep Jain, General Secretary and 
other members of the Sabha, senior officials, people 
from all walks of life and youth in large were present.

Jhelum level
six other stations of Jammu division saw a large 

deficient rainfall between 60% to 99% during the 
period.

SC to hear
A few other petitions are yet to be listed before 

the bench by the apex court registry.
The Centre, on April 8, filed a caveat in the 

apex court and sought a hearing before any order 
was passed in the matter.

A caveat is filed by a party in the high courts 
and the apex court to ensure that no orders are 
passed without hearing it.

The central government on Tuesday notified 
the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025, which got the 
assent of President Droupadi Murmu on April 5 
after its passage from Parliament following heated 
debates in both houses.

The bill was passed in the Rajya Sabha with 
128 members voting in favour and 95 opposing it.

It was cleared by the Lok Sabha with 288 
members supporting it and 232 against it.

The All India Muslim Personal Law Board 
(AIMPLB), Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, the Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), Congress MPs Imran 
Pratapgarhi and Mohammad Jawed are other key 
petitioners.

On April 7, a bench headed by the CJI assured 
senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for Jamiat 
Ulama-i-Hind, to consider listing the petitions.

The DMK moved the top court through its 
deputy general secretary A Raja and said in a press 
release, “Despite widespread opposition, the Waqf 
Amendment Bill, 2025 was passed by the union 
government without proper consideration of the 
objections raised by the members of the JPC and 
the other stakeholders.”

The party said the immediate implementation 
of the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025 infringes and 
prejudices the rights of about 50 lakh Muslims in 
Tamil Nadu and 20 crore Muslims in other parts 
of the country.

The AIMPLB filed the plea in the top court 
late April 6.

In a press statement, SQR Ilyas, the AIMPLB 
spokesperson, said the petition strongly objected 
to the amendments passed by Parliament for being 
“arbitrary, discriminatory and based on exclusion”.

The amendments, it said, not only violated 
the fundamental rights guaranteed under Articles 
25 and 26 of the Constitution of India but also 
clearly revealed the government’s intention to 
take complete control over the administration of 
Waqf, therefore, sidelining the Muslim minority 
from managing their own religious endowments.

Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution ensure 
freedom of conscience, the right to practice, 
propagate religion, and the right to establish and 
manage institutions for religious and charitable 
purposes, it said.

The plea is settled by advocate M R Shamshad, 
with advocate-on-record Talha Abdul Rahman 
representing the Muslim personal law board, 
through its General Secretary Maulana Fazlur 
Raheem Mujaddidi.

Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind also filed a petition in the 
apex court, claiming it was a “dangerous conspiracy” 
to strip Muslims of their religious freedom.

In its petition, Jamiat said the law was a “direct 
attack on the country’s Constitution, which not 
only provides equal rights to its citizens but also 
grants them complete religious freedom”.

In its separate plea filed in the top court, 
Samastha Kerala Jamiathul Ulema, a religious 
organisation of Sunni Muslim scholars and clerics in 
Kerala, has claimed the Act was a “blatant intrusion” 
into the rights of a religious denomination to 
manage its own affairs in the matter of religion.

Jawed’s plea alleged the Act imposed 
“arbitrary restrictions” on Waqf properties and 
their management, undermining the Muslim 
community’s religious autonomy.

The petition, filed through advocate Anas 
Tanwir, said the law discriminated against the 
Muslim community by “imposing restrictions 
that are not present in the governance of other 
religious endowments”.

In a separate plea, Owaisi said it took away 
from Waqfs various protection which are accorded 
to Waqfs, and Hindus, Jain and Sikh religious and 
charitable endowments alike.

“This diminishing of the protection given to Waqfs 
while retaining them for religious and charitable 
endowments of other religions constitutes hostile 
discrimination against Muslims and is violative of 
Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution, which prohibit 
discrimination on the grounds of religion,” said 
Owaisi’s plea, filed through advocate Lzafeer Ahmad.

NGO Association for the Protection of Civil Rights 
also filed a petition in the apex court challenging 
the constitutional validity of the Act.

AAP MLA Khan sought the law declared as 
unconstitutional, being violative of “Articles 14, 15, 
21, 25, 26, 29, 30 and 300-A of the Constitution”.

 NOTICE
 This is an information for general 
public that in my Driving licence bearing 
Registration No: JK15 20140008097, 
my Date of birth has been Mistakenly 
Mentioned as 01-11-1981, while as my 
Actual and correct Date of birth as per 
my Aadhaar Card and School Record is 
15-03-1988. Now i want to apply for 
its correction in this regard any person 
having any objection he/she may file 
the Objections in office of the Assistant 
Regional Transport Office Bandipora 
with in a period of seven days from the 
date of the publication of this notice, 
after that no objection shall be accepted. 

 Bilal Ahmad Sheikh. 
 S/O Nazir Ahmad Sheikh. 

 R/O Onagam Bandipora, jammu and 
kashmir, pin code: 193502. Dated 

-11-04-2025.

 NOTICE
 This is an information for general 
public that in my Bank account No: 
0061040100009586, my name and 
Address has been Mistakenly Mentioned 
as Sheikh Ab Rashid, R/O Ashtangoo, 
while as my Actual and correct name 
and address as per my Aadhaar Card 
is Abdul Rashid Sheikh, R/O Ward NO: 
17, kharpora Bandipora. Now i want to 
apply for its correction in this regard 
any person having any objection he/
she may file the Objections in office of 
the Manager jammu and kashmir Bank 
branch office Main Bandipora with in a 
period of seven days from the date of 
the publication of this notice, after that 
no objection shall be accepted. 

 Abdul Rashid Sheikh. 
 S/O Gh Nabi Sheikh. 

 R/O Ward NO: 17, Kharpora 
Bandipora. Dated -11-04-2025.

 NOTICE
 This is an information for general public 
that Electricity Agreement Bearing 
Consumer ID No: 0216010001941, which 
is Registered in the name of my Father 
Namely Sonaullah Mir, S/O Gh Ahmad 
Mir, Now i want to apply for Change this 
Electricity Agreement in the name of 
Shafqat Hussain Mir, S/O Sonaullah Mir, 
in this regard any person having any 
objection he/she may file the Objections in 
office of the Assistant Executive Engineer 
Electricity Sub Division Bandipora with in 
a period of seven days from the date of 
the publication of this notice, after that 
no objection shall be accepted. 

 Shafqat Hussain Mir. 
 S/O Sonaullah Mir. R/O Nowpora 

Bandipora Ward NO : 01. Dated -11-
04-2025.

Coromandel International &
 Saudi Mining Company Ma'aden

Sign MoU to Partner for Phosphatic Fertilisers

Dhanuka Agritech Hosts  HMP in 
Srinagar to Empower Apple Growers

JAMMU: Coromandel International Limited, 
India’s leading agri-solutions provider, and 
Ma’aden, one of the world’s largest producers of 
phosphate fertilisers, have further strengthened 
their longstanding partnership by signing a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the 
long-term supply of Di-Ammonium Phosphate 
(DAP) and NP/NPK fertilisers.

The MoU was signed on April 9, 2025, by  
Narayanan Vellayan, Director – Strategic Sourcing, 
Coromandel International Limited, and  Saud Al 
Tamimi, Director – Fertiliser Sales Commercial, 
Phosphate Business Unit, Ma’aden.

Over the years Coromandel and Ma’aden 
have fostered a long-standing partnership, with 
Ma’aden playing a vital role as a trusted supplier 
of ammonia to Coromandel. The new agreement 
marks a significant milestone in expanding this 
collaboration, ensuring a reliable and sustainable 
supply of essential fertilisers to support Indian 
agriculture.Speaking on the occasion,  Narayanan 
Vellayan, Director – Strategic Sourcing, Coromandel 
International Limited, highlighted the importance 
of this agreement, stating,"In recent times, DAP 

availability in India has been impacted due to global 
supply disruptions. This strategic partnership with 
Ma’aden is a natural extension of our longstanding 
relationship and will help Coromandel ensure 
timely availability of DAP and complex fertilisers 
to the Indian farming community. Coromandel, 
with its close connect to over 4.5 million farmers, 
remains steadfast in its commitment to Indian 
agriculture, working alongside Ma’aden as a 
trusted and sustainable partner."Echoing similar 
sentiments,  Saud Al Tamimi, Director – Fertiliser 
Sales Commercial, Phosphate Business Unit, Ma’aden, 
reaffirmed Ma’aden’s commitment to India, saying,

"Ma’aden has been the largest supplier of 
phosphate fertilisers to India for over a decade. 
We are expanding our production capacity from 
6 million tonnes to 9 million tonnes in the near 
term, reinforcing our commitment to serve the 
growing needs of India’s agriculture sector."

The signing ceremony was presided over by  S. 
Sankarasubramanian, Managing Director & Chief 
Executive Officer, Coromandel International Limited, 
and Mr. Anas Al Bassam, Senior Vice President – 
Commercial, Phosphate Business Unit, Ma’aden.

Both leaders underscored the need to expand 
the partnership beyond phosphates and raw 
materials, focusing on collaborative efforts in 
R&D, innovation, and speciality products to advance 
sustainable farming practices.Senior officials from 
both Coromandel International and Ma’aden 
participated in the ceremony, reinforcing the strong 
commitment of both companies to strengthen 
their strategic partnership and contribute to the 
food security of India.

SRINAGAR – In a major boost 
to scientific horticulture and apple 
cultivation in Jammu & Kashmir, 
Dhanuka Agritech Limited—one 
of India’s leading agrochemical 
companies—hosted a landmark 
program on “Scientific Management 
of Apple” in Srinagar Thursday. The 
event was graced by Dr. M.K. Verma, 
Director of Agriculture, ICAR-CITH, 
who served as the chief guest.

Spearheaded by Dr. R.G. Agarwal, 
Chairman Emeritus of Dhanuka 
Agritech, the event underscored the 
company’s mission to empower Indian 
farmers with advanced technologies, 
sustainable practices, and scientific 
knowledge. The program brought 
together top scientists, policymakers, 
agribusiness leaders, and progressive 
apple growers for an intensive 
knowledge-sharing session focused on 
transforming apple farming through 
innovation.

As part of the initiative, Dhanuka 
Agritech launched a specialized 
Product Portfolio for Apple Orchards, 
offering tailor-made solutions for 
common issues such as Apple Scab, 
red mite infestations, and premature 
leaf fall. A highlight of the launch 
was “MIYAKO,” a revolutionary 
miticide from Nissan Chemicals, 
Japan, designed to control spider 
mite infestations. Other key products 

introduced included “DELIGHT” 
(Dodine 65% WP) and “CURSOR” 
(Flusilazole), which together offer a 
robust, integrated approach to orchard 
management—enhancing both crop 
health and farmer profitability.

“India’s food security must go 
hand-in-hand with nutritional 
security—and horticulture, especially 
in regions like Kashmir, holds the key. 
At Dhanuka, we’ve always championed 
farmer-first innovations. Indian 
agriculture has a bright future, and 
our youth are its greatest asset. It’s 
time to erase the word ‘poor’ from 
‘poor farmer’ through the power 
of science, technology, and strong 
public-private partnerships,” said 
Dr. R.G. Agarwal, Chairman Emeritus, 
Dhanuka Agritech.

Echoing this vision, Dr. M.K. Verma, 
Director of ICAR-CITH, emphasized 
the importance of technology and 

research in modern horticulture:
“With high-density planting 

transforming traditional orchards, 
productivity can rise from 11 to over 
60 tons per hectare. But intensification 
also brings new challenges. Research, 
training, and responsible pesticide 
use are more critical than ever.”

Dr. Manzoor A. Parray, Head of 
Entomology at SKUAST-K, highlighted 
the impact of climate change on pest 
dynamics:

“Spider mite infestations are on 
the rise. Integrated Pest Management, 
including tools like pheromone traps 
and drone spraying, must be adopted 
to tackle these evolving threats safely 
and effectively.”Appreciation for 
Dhanuka's contributions was also 
voiced by senior officials and experts:

“We sincerely thank Dhanuka for 
its excellent products and continued 
efforts to educate our growers.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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"I think it was chaseable, I think it was very good track to bat on. To be honest 
200 was a par score. Maybe we could have given 20 runs less but I think they batted well. 

Sai Sudharshan batted well, came out of the powerplay really strongly.

Bowlers executed their plans to perfection, 
says GT assistant coach Parthiv Patel

G
ujarat Titans assistant coach 
Parthiv Patel complemented 
the team's bowling unit for 
its spectacular show against 
Rajasthan Royals in an Indian 

Premier League match here, saying the bowl-
ers executed their plans to perfection while 
defending 217 on a placid wicket.

Sai Sudharsan (82 off 53 balls) struck a 
classy fifty and after that, a collective bowling 
effort powered GT to a commanding 58-run 
win on Wednesday. The GT bowlers rose to the 
occasion with Prasidh Krishna (3/24), Rashid 
Khan (2/37) and Sai Kishore (2/20) helping the 
team bowl out RR for 159 in 19.1 overs.

"When you win by 50 odd runs on a wicket 
like this, every bowler came in and executed 
their plans well. Siraj is really bowling really 
well, Prasidh Krishna has been phenomenal 
throughout the tournament. Sai Kishore is 
probably the best spinner in the tournament 
so far, they way he has bowled, how brave he 
is and bowling in difficult conditions.

"It's good to see after every game a new 
bowler stepping up. Bowlers actually win you 
games, obviously batters sets it up," Patel said 
at the post-match press conference.

"Nobody has specific role, we are very 
flexible as a team. We go by conditions and 
situations," he added.

Patel was full of praise for Sudharsan and 
his work ethic.

"He (Sudharsan) works really hard, not 
surprised at all that he is getting best results. 
At times actually we have to drag him out of 
the nets. He keeps it simple. He understands 
his game and backs that and that is the rea-

son you can see consistent performance from 
him," he said.

GT left out Washington Sundar against 

RR on Wednesday and Patel explained the 
logic behind the decision.

"He (Sundar) was part of our playing eleven, 
we wanted to see the situation and we always 
have done that, even in the last game when 
two wickets fell early he came in and batted. 
For our team it is about understanding the 
situation and the conditions and we felt that 
we might need fourth seamer in the second 
innings.

"If we would have lost a couple of wickets 

early, then it would have been a different story 
but we had enough batters who could do the 
job for us," he said.

RR spin bowling coach Sairaj Bahutule 
felt the target was chaseable but they didn't 
have enough partnerships to go for it.

"I think it was chaseable, I think it was 
very good track to bat on. To be honest 200 
was a par score. Maybe we could have given 
20 runs less but I think they batted well. Sai 
Sudharshan batted well, came out of the pow-
erplay really strongly.

"They had better partnerships than we did, 
that's why they got a total so big but I person-

ally feel we could have got closer to that only 
if we had some partnerships going," he said.

"T20 is a format sometimes the execution 

doesn't goes they way you wanted to. Overall, 
I think the bowlers did their best on a track 
that was full of runs."

Bahutule also lauded Sudharsan for his 
brilliant knock and expects the left-handed 
opener to break into the national team in future.

"He (Sudharsan) is a very conventional 
player. He has improved his game over a period 
of time and GT has always been a top heavy 
batting order. So obviously getting those early 
wickets is very important.

Indian women's hockey 
team to tour Australia for 

five-match series
NEW DELHI:  The Indian women's hockey team will 

tour Australia for a five-match series scheduled from April 
26 to May 4, Hockey India said on Thursday.

India will open the series with two matches against Australia 
A, followed by three games against the senior Australian team.

The tour will begin with back-to-back matches against 
Australia A on April 26 and 27, followed by three high-intensity 
games against the world No.5 ranked Hockeyroos on May 
1, 3 and 4.

All fixtures will be held at the Perth Hockey Stadium.
The tour will serve as vital preparation ahead of their 

European leg of the FIH Pro League 2024-25, which kicks 
off in June.

Ninth ranked India enter the series on a high after a spirited 
performance against world No.1 Netherlands, securing a 2-2 
draw and clinching the bonus point in a thrilling shootout 
in Bhubaneswar.

India also have recent success against Australia to draw 
confidence from. In their last encounter during the FIH Pro 
League 2023-24, India emerged winners 1-0.

Historically, however, Australia hold the upper hand, 
having won 10 out of the 16 matches played between the two 
sides since 2013. India have registered three wins while three 
matches have ended in draws.

Speaking on the tour, India head coach Harendra Singh 
said, "This tour is an important step in our preparations for 
the European leg of the FIH Pro League. Playing against a 
strong side like Australia will test our players and give us 
valuable insights into where we stand.

"Our matches against Australia have always been com-
petitive, and while they’ve had the edge historically, we’ve 
shown in recent years that we can go toe-to-toe with them."
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S
ai Sudharsan (82 off 53 
balls) struck a classy fifty 
and after that, a 
collective bowling effort 
powered GT to a 

commanding 58-run win on 
Wednesday. The GT bowlers rose 
to the occasion with Prasidh 
Krishna (3/24), Rashid Khan 
(2/37) and Sai Kishore (2/20) 
helping the team bowl out RR for 
159 in 19.1 overs.


