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No Pakistan Cricketer in ICC Teams of
Decade; Fans Wonder Why

Advisor Baseer Khan meets scores of 
deputations, individuals

South Africa vs Sri Lanka: Elgar Falls Short Of
Ton As South Africa Fight Back
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Parts of Jammu dressed
in white after fresh snowfall

Night temperature improves, stays above freezing point after 14 days

Will see whether
anti-defection law can 

be imposed: Govt
 � Owais Gul

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: Amid allegations of 
horse-trading by the political parties, the 
divisional administration Kashmir on monday 
said that it will verify whether the anti-defection 
law can be enacted in Jammu and Kashmir.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of the 
oath ceremony of recently elected DDc members 
at sKIcc here, Divisional commissioner Kashmir, 
P K Pole when asked whether the law can be 
imposed here, said that he will have to check 
it from the rural Development Department 
(rDD) department first.

According to the news agency—Kashmir 
News observer (KNo), he further stated that 
the DDc members who took oath today will 
have the powers to prepare the final list of 
the funds that will be allocated to their 
respective districts. “The final draft for the 
allocation of the funds will be approved of 
DDc members,” he said.

he added that people will no longer
Turn on Page | 2

Elected DDC members must uphold 
mandate of people: Sajad Lone

JKAP says it has support of independents and others to head 6-7 DDCs in JK
 � Sumir Kaul

sRINaGaR, dEc 28 (PtI): The 
Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party 
(JKAP) is aiming to have its 
chairpersons in at least six to seven 
District Development councils 
with the help of Independents 
and members of other parties who 
are "willing" to cross over, its chief 
Altaf Bukhari said on monday.

elected DDc members will pick 
the chairpersons in 20 districts 

-- 10 each in Jammu and Kashmir 
-- within three weeks.

The JKAP won only 12 DDc 
constituencies out of a total of 
280 in the first democratic exercise 
in Jammu and Kashmir after the 
revocation of its special status 
under Article 370 of the 
constitution and its bifurcation 
into union territories in August 
last year.

A businessman-turned-
politician who was part of the 

PDP-BJP coalition government in 
Jammu and Kashmir between 
2015 and 2018, Bukhari said his 
party had quietly fielded 
independent candidates. "on 
sunday, I have paraded all the 21 
(winning) independent candidates 
at the party meeting. There was 
no coercion whatsoever," he said.

Targeting the rival People's 
Alliance for gupkar Declaration 
(PAgD), Bukhari said, "They built 
a false narrative against my party 

that we are the 'B team of BJP' or 
the 'King's party'. We were trying 
to build a base in the newly carved 
out union Territory and were 

attracting the right kind of people, 
including intellectuals and well 
educated."

"The other political parties 
made attempts to sabotage our 
identity and also went ahead in 
claiming that the elections were 
for restoration of Article 370, et 
cetera, et cetera," Bukhari told 
PTI here.

Asked about the below-
expectation performance of the 

Turn on Page | 2

Ahead of New Year celebrations, 
tourists throng Gulmarg, Pahalgam  

 � Raouf Dar

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: hundreds of 
tourists have arrived in famous gulmarg, 
Pahalgam and other places in the Valley 
to celebrate New Year.

A hotelier in gulmarg told news 
agency KINs that tourists from across 

the country are rushing towards this 
famous ski resort in north Kashmir on 
the New Year’s eve.

People associated with travel trade 
say other tourist destinations in Kashmir 
have also witnessed a good number of 
hotel bookings.
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We want to make 
India a superpower: 

Rajnath Singh
NEW dElhI, dEc 28: India has the 

potential to become a superpower and it 
needs significant achievements in the fields 

of education, health and industry to make 
the cut, Defence minister rajnath singh said 
on monday as he mentioned the country’s 
glorious history including major discoveries 
by ancient scientists like Aryabhata ahead 
of their western counterparts.

In an online address at the convocation 
of IIm ranchi, singh delved into India’s rich 
contribution in the field of scientific 
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‘Total electorates in JK’, Delimitation commission gathers 
vital data, likely to visit UT in Feb- March

Covid-19 claims 6 more lives, 156 test positive in J&K
Total cases 120,293, death toll reaches 1,875

Police Arrests Accused in
Sexual Assault Case in Narkora Budgam

Prominent & Influential Hotelier Trying to Close the  Case as accused is his son

’Deliver for people of J&K in fair, 
transparent and effective manner’

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: J&K Peoples 
conference (JKPc) chairman sajad gani 
lone monday convened a meeting of the 
senior leadership and newly elected DDc

Turn on Page | 2

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: Parts of Jammu 
region received a fresh snowfall 
overnight, leading to the temporary 
closure of Jammu-srinagar national 
highway.

As per the last reports, NhW was 
open for traffic movement after 
clearance of landslide and accumulated 
snowfall.

reports of fresh snowfall were 
received from Banihal, Jawahar Tunnel, 
mata Vaishno Devi, marwah, Warwan, 
machail, Kishtwar, Patnitop and other 
higher reaches.

snow depth ranging from 1 inch 
to 6 inches was reported at these 
places.

light snowfall also occured at few 
parts of Kashmir including Pahalgam, 
gulmarg, gurez and sonamarg.

meanwhile, temperature stayed 
above freezing point in parts of the 
valley after a period of 14 days.

srinagar city recorded the low of 
0.6 degrees celsius – improvement 
of almost 6 degrees from minus 5.2 
degrees celsius the previous night.

The ski-resort of gulmarg in north 
Kashmir was the coldest place in the 

valley with a low of minus 6.5 degrees 
celsius last night. The night 
temperature at Pahalgam resort, 
which also serves as one of the base 
camps for the annual Amarnath yatra 
in south Kashmir, settled at a low of 
minus 1.3 degrees celsius – up from 
minus 5.9 degrees celsius yesterday.

Qazigund – the gateway town to 
the valley – in south Kashmir recorded 
a low of minus 0.3 degrees celsius 
– higher than the previous night’s 
minus 5.0 degrees celsius. Kokernag 
town, also in the south, recorded a 
low of minus 1.5 degrees celsius, 
while Kupwara, in north, registered
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Jammu, dEc 28: The 
government on monday informed 
that 156 new positive cases of 
novel corona virus (coVID-19), 
66 from Jammu division and 90 
from Kashmir division, have been 
reported today thus taking the 
total number of positive cases in 
Jammu and Kashmir to 120293. 
Also 06 coVID-19 deaths have 

been reported; 01 from Jammu 
Division and 05 from Kashmir 

Division.
moreover, 275 more coVID-19 

patients have recovered and 
discharged from various hospitals 
including 155 from Jammu Division 
and 120 from Kashmir Division.

According to the daily media 
Bulletin on novel corona virus 
(covid-19), out of 120293 positive 
cases, 3157  are Active Positive, 

115261 have recovered and 1875 
have died; 692 in Jammu division 
and 1183 in Kashmir division.

The Bulletin further said that 
out of 3739623test results available, 
3619330 samples have been tested 
as negative till December 28, 2020.

Till date 872900 persons have 
been enlisted for observation
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sRINaGaR, dEc 28: Budgam police 
have arrested a man and registered a case 
against him in connection with kidnapping 
& brutal sexual assault on a 23-year-old 
girl in Budgam. 

meanwhile, locals have demanded severe 
punishment for the accused.  According 

to the cNs, after the abduction of a 23-year-
old girl in Narkora Budgam on December 
22, there has been a wave of public outrage 
against the physical abuse.

In this regard, Budgam police arrested 
Azaan Kaunsar son of Kaunsar Ahmad
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 � Ishtiyaq Ahmad

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: The 
Delimitation commission operating 
from its New Delhi office has 
gathered vital data pertaining to 
total electorates in Jammu and 
Kashmir and is most likely to visit 
union territory in february- march, 
KINs has learnt.

The commission constituted 
to ‘redraw’ J&K’s Assembly hasn’t 

visited Jammu and Kashmir even 
once during the past nine and half 
months of its constitution.

sources said that earlier though 
the commission had planned to 
visit union territory Jammu and 
Kashmir, but it couldn’t visit due 
to the severity of coronavirus 
pandemic and more so because 
of the District Development council 
(DDc) elections.

however highly placed sources 
told news agency KINs that now 
the commission is likely to visit 

J&K in the february- march to 
seek views of political parties and 
people on the delimitation of 
constituencies.

Asked whether the coronavirus-
induced lockdown had delayed 
the work of the Delimitation 
commission, a source said that 
the panel remains “unstoppable” 
and continues with its task.

sources said that the first visit 
of the commission will discuss 

how to ensure equal distribution 
of assembly seats among the two 
regions.

however KINs could not 
contacted any member of the 
commission for the comments 
over the visit. 

As per the reorganisation act 
of J&K 2019, ladakh uT will have 
no Assembly while J&K uT will 
have an Assembly after
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DDC Members 
Administered Oath Across 

All Districts Of Kashmir
sRINaGaR, dEc 28: The 

elected members of maiden 
District Development council 
(DDc) elections held in the 
history of Jammu and Kashmir 
were today administered oath 
by respective district heads 
across all the districts of 

Kashmir division.
on the occasion, 138 DDc 

members representing 138 
Block constituencies of 10 
districts of the division swore 
in the name of god and 
pledged to bear true faith and 
allegiance to the constitution 

of India and also uphold the 
sovereignty of India.

AT srINAgAr: The District 
Development commissioner 
(DDc), srinagar, Dr shahid 
Iqbal choudhary, today 
administered oath to the
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States show high
 per capita for development, 
say 75% population BPL for 
subsidies: SC

Under Modi Govt,
Terrorists Will Either Go To
‘Jail Or Jahannum’: Minister 
Nityanand Rai In RS

Govt To Announce
 New Toll Policy Soon, Will 
Give Reasonable Concession 
To Consumers: Gadkari

Without firing 
single bullet, Article 370 

was removed: Rajnath
KC News Network

NEW DELHI: Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh said the government 
successfully removed Article 370 — a 
significant obstacle — without firing 
a single bullet, ensuring the complete 
integration of Jammu and Kashmir 
with India.

This historic move was achieved 
peacefully while ensuring the security 
of all stakeholders, he added.

Speaking at the Major Bob Khathing 
Memorial Event in Delhi on Wednesday, 
Singh emphasised the government’s 
commitment to administrative reforms 
through the principles of “minimum 
government, maximum governance” 
and “good governance.” He highlighted how these initiatives have reduced the gap between the 

government and the people.
Singh drew a parallel between the 

government’s actions in Jammu and 
Kashmir and Major Bob Khathing’s 
peaceful integration of Tawang with 
India. Praising Khathing’s contribution 
to the Northeast, he remarked, “The 
work done by Major Bob Khathing 
for the Northeast is similar to what 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel did for national 
integration.”

The Defence Minister also underlined 
the government’s robust foreign policy, 
which he attributed to the diplomatic 
acumen of figures like Khathing. “Today, 
India balances hard power and soft 
power in a multipolar world. It is a 
matter of pride 

KC News Network

JAMMU: Speaker, Abdul 
Rahim Rather today called upon 
the members of the House to 
conduct themselves responsibly 
and refrain from sensationalism, 
emphasizing their role as public 
representatives.

His remarks came in response 
to a tweet by MLA Waheed-ur-
Rehman Parra, who alleged on 
social media platform X that his 
cut motions against Grants for 
various departments, including 
Law, Tourism, Estates, Culture, 
and the General Administration 
Department (GAD), were not 
admitted by the Assembly 
Secretariat, which he termed 
as discriminatory towards him 
and the opposition.

Addressing the House, the 

Speaker clarified that, as per Rule 
227 of the Conduct of Business 

Rules, cut motions must be 
submitted at least three days 
before the scheduled discussion 
on the grants. This allows time 
for consolidation, submission 
to the concerned departments 
for responses, and preparation 
of replies for members.

He further informed the 
House that Parra had submitted 

his cut motions at 11:37 PM 
on March 17, while the grants 
were scheduled to be presented 
the next morning by the Chief 
Minister, so it was not plausible 
to admit the same. He further 
revealed that

Govt forms panel 

for regularisation of 

casual workers
KC News Network

SRINAGAR: The Government on Wednesday 
constituted a 6-member committee to examine 
the issues related to regularization of casual, 
seasonal labourers or other workers etc in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Headed by Chief Secretary as Chairman, 
the members of the committee include 
Additional Chief Secretary to the Chief 
Minister, Administrative Secretaries of Finance 

Department, General Administration Department 
(Member Secretary), Planning Development and 
Monitoring Department and Law, Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs, according to an order, 
a copy of which lies with GNS.

The committee, which as per the order may 
co-opt any other member as deemed necessary, 
has been mandated to examine various issues 
including humanitarian/legal and financial 
related to the regularization of Casual Seasonal 
Labourers or

Wages of NHM employees 
revised from 15% to 17% with 5%

 annual increase: Sakeena Itoo
Regularisation of NHM employees to be taken up with GoI

NIA Raids 12 Locations In Jammu

“Investigation 
in Badhal deaths 
underway”

KC NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: Minister for Health and Medical 
Education, Sakeena Itoo, today informed 
the House that the cause of illness and 

deaths in Badhal area of Rajouri is not due 
to any communicable disease of bacterial 
or viral origin.

The Minister was replying to a question 
raised by Javeed Iqbal Choudhary in the 
Legislative Assembly.

She said that the clinical reports, lab 
investigations and environmental samples 
indicate that the incidents are not due to a 
communicable disease of bacterial or viral 
origin, instead, detection by the PGMIER 
Chandigarh had revealed presence of Alu-

minium and Cadmium. Besides, CSIR-IITR 
Lucknow had found Aldicarb sulphate and 
Acetamipride Diethyl Dithiocarbamate, 
Chlorphenapyr while DRDE-DRDO Gwalior 
found Chlorphenapyr, Abrin from  samples 
of Sattu and Maize bread. He added that 
the NFL, FSSAI Ghaziabad, had found Chlor-
phenapyr and Chlorpyrophos from the 
food samples while CFSL, Chandigarh had 
found Chlorphenapyr in viscera samples 
of all the 17 deceased.

The Minister informed the house that 

the total number of patients admitted in 
GMC Rajouri was 64, out of these, 41 have 
been discharged after treatment and 17 
patients have been referred to GMC Jammu 
and 01 patient to PGI Chandigarh. She said 
that 06 patients had died in GMC Rajouri 
while 11 patients died in GMC and SMGS 
Hospitals, Jammu.

The Minister said that a standard treat-
ment policy and discharge procedure is 
being adopted for the patients of Badhal 
area, prepared by the expert team of AIIMS 

New Delhi/PGI Chandigarh. She added that 
all the SOPs laid down by these teams are 
being adopted during stay of the patients 
in the hospital and simultaneously at the 
time of discharge and follow-up.

The Minister said that with regard to the 
patients in Government Medical College 
and Hospital, Jammu, proper SOPs and 
protocols are being followed for all the 
three patients admitted in GMCH Jammu 
after being

Grievances will be addressed
 promptly, fairly: DGP Nalin Prabhat

Fertilizers, pesticides 
allowed to Valley only after proper 

standard testing: Javed Dar

ECI to Link EPIC 

with Aadhaar as Per 

Legal Provisions
KC News Network

NEW DELHI: The Election Commission of India 
(ECI) has announced that it will proceed with linking 
Electors Photo Identity Card (EPIC) with Aadhaar 
in accordance with Article 326 of the Constitution, 

the Representation of the People Act, 1950, and 
relevant Supreme Court judgments.

In a high-level meeting at Nirvachan Sadan, 
attended by Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar, Election Commissioners Dr. Sukhbir Singh 
Sandhu and Dr. Vivek Joshi, as well as officials from 
the Union Home Ministry, UIDAI, and the Ministry 
of Electronics and IT (MeitY), it was clarified that 
while Aadhaar establishes identity, it does not 
determine a person’s eligibility to vote.As per 
Section 23(4), 23(5), and

KC News Network

NEW DELHI: The National 
Investigation Agency on 
Wednesday conducted 
searches at 12 locations across  
Jammu, including premises of 
terrorist sympathisers, as part 
of its probe into infiltration 
by terrorists from across the 
border.

Among the premises which 
were raided include the homes 
of overground workers (OGWs) 
linked to the newly-formed 
offshoots and affiliates of 
banned terrorist organisations 
such as Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
and Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), 
the NIA said in a statement.

The infiltration case is 
linked to the series of attacks 

carried out by terrorists on 
security forces and civilians 
some months ago as part of a 
larger criminal conspiracy by 
terror organisations to wage a 
war against the government 
of India, said the statement.

A total of 12 locations in 
Jammu district of Jammu and 
Kashmir were searched as part 
of the operation, and several 
incriminatory materials linking 
the terrorists with OGWs were 
seized, it said, adding that the 
NIA teams are examining them 
to unravel the terror conspiracy.

“Premises of sympathizers 
and cadres of these outfits were 
also searched as part of the 
action taken by the anti-terror 
agency in the case,” the NIA said.

The action followed 
information received by the 
NIA regarding

KC News Network

JAMMU: Minister for Health and 
Medical Education, Sakeena Itoo, today 
informed the house that the wages of 
all NHM employees in J&K had been 
revised from 15 percent to 17 percent 

during the year 2021-22 with a 5 percent 
increase being given annually.

The Minister was replying to a 
question raised by Ch. Vikram Randhawa 
in the Legislative Assembly.

The Minister informed the house 
that the National Health Mission (NHM) 

in Jammu and Kashmir is being fully 
funded by the Union Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare (MoHFW). “Salary 
adjustments for NHM employees in 
Jammu and Kashmir, particularly 
to bridge the salary gap at par with 
employees in other states, must align 
with the policies set by the Central 
Government. Therefore, such changes 
require prior approval from the Central 
Ministry to ensure compliance with 
the NHM’s objectives and budget 
allocations”, she added.

She apprised that the wages were 
raised from Rs. 50000 to Rs. 85000 
per month for the Specialists; from 
Rs 30,000 to Rs 35,000 for Medical 
Officer (MBBS),

KC News Network

SRINAGAR: In a significant 
initiative to strengthen public-
police relations and promote 
transparency, the DGP Jammu 
and Kashmir, Nalin Prabhat, on 
Wednesday conducted a Public 
Grievance Redressal programme 
at the Police Control Room (PCR) 
Kashmir.

The event offered citizens a 
unique opportunity to engage 
directly with the top police 
leadership, voice their concerns, 
and seek resolutions for their 
grievances.

The programme was attended 
by senior police officers, including 
IGP Kashmir V K Birdi, DIG Central 
Kashmir Range, SSP Srinagar, and 
SSP Security & SSP PCR Kashmir.

Around 200 public delegations, 
representing individuals and groups 
from diverse backgrounds, actively 
participated in the programme. All 
the grievances were taken note of 
for appropriate action.

The DGP gave a patient hearing 
to the concerns of the citizens, 
assuring them that their grievances 
would be addressed promptly and 

fairly. He directed the concerned 
officers to take swift action on the 
issues and ensure timely follow-
up on cases requiring further 
investigation. Several applications 
were addressed & resolved with 
on-the-spot directions by the DGP. 
He encouraged citizens to maintain 
open communication with the police 
and assured them that their concerns 
would be treated with the highest 

priority.
The DGP emphasized the 

importance of such direct 
interactions, urging the public 
to approach the police without 
hesitation. He noted that these 
engagements play a vital role in 
resolving issues at the grassroots 
level, enhancing community safety, 
and

KC News Network

JAMMU: Minister for 
Agriculture Production, Javed 
Ahmad Dar, today informed the 
House that the consignments of 
fertilizers are allowed to move to 

Valley only after the samples test 
as standard.

The Minister was replying to 
a question raised by Hilal Akbar 
Lone in the Legislative Assembly.

He informed the House that 
there is an established mechanism 

for sampling of the products batch-
wise in respect of Fertilizers at 
Udhampur Rack, being tested from 
the quality Control Lab at Jammu 
and the consignments are allowed 
to move to Valley only after the 
samples test as standard. He said 
that there is one check point at 
Lower Munda where the documents 
of consignments are checked and 
the source is verified. He added that 
the sale is allowed only after the 
samples test as standard.

In addition, the samples are 
being taken at random from stocks 
of the wholesalers and retailers, 
which too are tested and in case 
the samples test as below standard, 
prosecution is launched against the 
wholesalers/ 

Sajid Raina

SRINAGAR: The security forces 
recovered an Improvised Explosive 
Device (IED) on Bandipora-Srinagar 
highway in north Kashmir’s Bandi-
pora district on Wednesday.

An official told the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
that the IED was found near Sunset 
Point along the highway during a 
routine patrol by the Army.After 
recovering the IED,

4th IED 
found in Kashmir

 in 3 days

Budget Session 2025
Speaker urges responsible 

conduct among members without 
resorting to rhetoric
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House needs to 
deliberate on freebies: 

VP Dhankhar
NEW DELHI: Vice President and Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep 

Dhankhar on Wednesday opined that there should be a structured 
discussion on freebies and subsidies in the House as there is an 
urgent need for a national policy to help put all government 
investments to the larger good.

Responding to the demand made by Samajwadi Party’s Ram 
Gopal Yadav for increasing the funds, which Members of Parliament 
have at their disposal for developmental projects and schemes 
in their respective constituencies to Rs 20 crore a year from the 
current Rs 5 crore during the zero hour, Dhankhar said he would 
be open to a structured discussion on the issue if the government 
and the opposition agree.

Electoral freebies, such as free electricity and water, subsidised 

cooking gas, and cash handouts to certain groups like farmers and 
women, have often been criticised as something that may lead 
to unsustainable financial burdens on the government, distort 
public resources, and undermine long-term development goals.

“On placatory mechanisms, on appeasement, which is often 
known as freebies, this House needs to deliberate. I will be open 
to a structured discussion after consulting the Leader of the House 
and the Leader of the Opposition,” he said.

The country can grow only if money is available for capital 
expenditure, he said.

Capital expenditure or capex is expenditure for creating assets 
such as infrastructure that yield long-term returns for the economy. 
In contrast, freebies are revenue expenditures that do not contribute 
to the creation or acquisition of fixed assets.

“Electoral process is such that these have become electoral 
allurements and thereafter the governments that came in the 
saddle, found themselves very uncomfortable, so uncomfortable 
that they wanted to revisit their thoughts,” he said.

“There is an urgent need for a national policy so that all investments 
of the government in any form are used in a structured manner 
for the larger good.” If the leaders of both sides agree, there can 
be a discussion, he said adding this is a very serious issue. The 
comments assume significance as many states faced challenges in 
funding electoral freebies, particularly due to the financial strain 
they place on state budgets. States like Punjab have faced financial 
constraints in meeting poll promises.Dhankhar then touched upon 
the issue of subsidies.“Subsidies, if required in areas like the farm 
sector, should be direct. 

NEW DELHI: There has 
been a 71 per cent reduction 
in incidents of terror in the 
country under the Modi 
government and terrorists 
will now either go to jail or 
“jahannum” (hell), Minister 
of State for Home Nityanand 
Rai said in the Rajya Sabha 
on Wednesday.

Replying to queries from 
members during Question 
Hour, the minister said 
unlike in the past when 
terrorists were glorified 
and served “good food”, 
the Modi government has 
a ‘”zero tolerance” policy 
towards terrorism that 

has helped bring down 
the cases of terror to zero 

in the hinterland.
He listed several steps 

being taken to deal with cases 
of terror and claimed that 
after an amendment in the 

Act governing the National 
Investigative Agency, it is 

now investigating cases 
on foreign land including 
attacks on the Indian High 
Commissions in London and 
Ottawa and the consulate 

in San Francisco.
“Earlier, terrorists were 

glorified and they were 
served good food. Today, 
the Modi government 
is working with the 
policy of zero tolerance 
towards terrorism, which 
has resulted in no terror 
incidents in the hinterland. 
There has been a 71 per cent 
decline in terror activities in 
the country.“This is the Modi 
government which will work 
with a firm determination 
to end terrorism. Terrorists 
will either go to jail or to 
‘jahannum’ (hell),” Rai told 
the members.

Under Modi Govt, Terrorists 

Will Either Go To ‘Jail Or Jahannum’: 

Minister Nityanand Rai In RS
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E tenderingNIT No.42/RnB/Kralpora of 2024-25Dated:- 19-03-2025 
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K, e-tenders (in Single Cover System) are invited on Percentage rate 
basis from approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K UT Govt. CPWD, railways and other 
state/central governments for the following works: 
S.N

o 
Name of Work Adv. 

Cost 
( In Lacs) 

Cost of 
T/Doc. 

(In 
Rupees ) 

E/ 
Money(In 
Rupees ) 

Time of 
completion 

Date and 
time of 
opening 

Class of 
Contrac

tor 

Major 
Head  

1. Construction of Sr. Secondary ACR at 
HSS Vilgam(1011503412)  94.02 1600/- 188050 180 

days 

04-04-
2025 

(12:00 
Noon) 

Aay 

SAMAGRA 
SHIKSHA  (PAB 

2022-23) 
 

 Position of AAA/ TS:  Accorded        
Position of funds:     Available 
No:    Div-KRLP/3924-38 
Date19-03-2025 
 
1. The bidding documents, which would include qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications/drawings, a 

bill of quantities (B.O.Q), a set of contract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from 
the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in on the dates listed below: 

 

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 19.03.2025 

2 Period of downloading of bidding 
documents 19.03.2025(9:00 AM) to 03.04.2025 (4:00PM) 

3 Bid submission Start Date 19.03.2025 (9:00AM)  

4 Bid Submission End Date 03.04.2025 (4:00PM)  

5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 04.04.2025 (12:00Noon) In the Office of Executive Engineer 
R&B Division Kralpora. 

 
2. Bids must be accompanied with Cost of Tender Document in the shape of Treasury Challan (dated between the 

bid start date and the Bid Submission End date) deposited in M.H. 0059 in favour of Executive Engineer R&B 
Division Kralpora(tender inviting authority). Treasury Challan must be writtenboldly and clearly with Name of 
Work, Name of the Contractor along with Contact No, NIT No and Serial No of Work on NIT(if any). 

3. At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised 
Cost in the form of CDR/FDR pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B 
Division Kralpora. Besides that, the successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 5% of the 
allotted Cost in the form of CDR/FDR/BG at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the 
Government's circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released 
to the successful bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security of 5% of the alloted cost, which 
will be released after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period. 
 
Note: Geotagged Photographs Minimum 03 sets (01 set Comprising of Photograph before, during 
and after execution of work) of size 26 cm x21 cm to be provided by the successful 
bidder/Contractor whenever asked by the department. 

6. All other Conditions shall remain same as per the DETAILED TENDER NOTICE No 07/RnB/Kralpora of 
2024-25 e-tendering Dated:- 05-07-2024issued under No. Div-KRLP/750-764 dated 05-07-2024 and PWD 
Form 25 (Double agreement Form) 

7. Bidders should be fully cognizant that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the 
contract was awarded are later discovered to be fake/not genuine, the contract will be cancelled and the 
Contractor/bidder will be blacklisted from participating in this Division/ Department for a period of three 
years, in addition to the performance security deposited for the said work being forfeited. 

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir,

Office of the Executive Engineer 
R&B Division Kralpora

Sd/-Executive Engineer 
R&B Division KralporaDIPK-13213/24

Lal Mandi, Near L.D. Hospital Srinagar- 190008. 
(for Road work/bridges/Buildings) 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
TWO COVER SYSTEM 
(Above Rs. 2.50 crores) 

E-NIT No.110of R&B/Div/Raj/ of 2024-25 issued under endorsement No.13583-93Dated: 18.03.02025. 
For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are invited on %age basis (as the case may be) from approved and eligible 

Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works: 
S. 

No Name of Work Adv. Cost 
(Rs. In Lacs) 

Cost of T/Doc. (Rs. In 
Lacs) 

Bid Security 
Declaration  

 
T.O.C Class of Contractor 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1. 
Upgradation of Abhednanda Home Solina 
Srinagar. 885.19 8500/- 17,70,380/- 24 Months AAY 

Project Authority: = Social Welfare Department.   
Major Head of Account = M.H. Capex Budget 2024-25 
Position of AAA = Accorded vide office order No:215-JK(SWD) of 2024 Dated: 07.11.2024, under Endorsement   

               No. SWD-Plan/12/2024-02(e-7504515) Dated: 22.02.2025. 
Position of T/S = Technical Sanction accorded vide No: CE(R&B)CK/TS/204 of 2024-25 Dated: 05.03.2025. 

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of 
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per below 
schedule: 

1.1 Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of Treasury challan Receipt (under 

M.H-0059) in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Rajbagh, Srinagar. 
1.2 (The Date of Treasury Challan, must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date). 

 

1.3 At the time of tendering all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of 
CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority i.e. Office of the Chief Engineer, PW(R&B)Department Central 
Kashmir. The Date of Earnest money must be between the date of start of bid and bid submission end date). The successful 
bidder will have to provide Performance security @ 5% of Allotted cost in shape of CDR/FDR/BG before the contract award. 
The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of performance security 
@ 5% of the Allotted cost which will be released after successful completion of the DLP.  
 

1.4 The Bank Guarantee should be valid for 45 days beyond bid validity. 
14. Defect Liability Period:  

The DLP shall be 36 Months and shall be calculated from date of certified completion of work. 
15. All key construction material (i.e. cement, steel, bitumen, pipes etc) shall have to be arranged by the contractor strictly as per specifications with the 

approval of Engineer-in-charge. 
16. Qualification criteria for the work and other terms and conditions are contained in the bidding document available on website. 
No.13583-93 
Dated:18.03.2025 

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 18.03.2025 
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents From 20.03.2025 from 10:00 AM 

3. Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting 
25.03.2025at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Chief Engineer, 
PW(R&B)Department Central Kashmir. 

4. Bid submission Start Date 20.03.2025From 10.00 A.M 

5. Bid Submission End Date 05.04.2025upto 4.00 P.M 

7. Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 
07.04.2025at 11.00 A.M in of the Office of the Chief Engineer, 
PW(R&B)Department Central Kashmir. 

8. Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed 

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 

(R&B) DIVISION RAJBAGH SRINAGAR.

DIPK-13218/24
Sd/-Executive Engineer,

R&B Division Rajbagh  Srinagar(NM)

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE BEERWAH

Email: eomcbeerwah@gmail.com
Subject:

Extension Notice of (2nd time)
Ref:-2025HUDD 273672/01 dated.05/03/2025
The bid / outsourcing of Adda Entry /Terminal Tax Collection contract for the year 2025-26which was scheduled 
to be opened today on 18/03/2025 is now hereby extended up to 23/03/2025 4.P.M and same will be opened on 
24/03/2025 at 2. P.M at the office of undersigned. The terms and condition shall remain same as of early notification 
issued vide this office No: MC/Bru/2025/2070-73 dated 04/03/2025 published in daily Aftab dated 06/03/2025
No: MC/Bru/G/2024-25/2161-64
Dated: 16/03/2025

Sd/-
Executive Officer Municipal

Committee BeerwahDIPK-NB-3825/24

States show high per capita for development, 
say 75% population BPL for subsidies: SC

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court on Wednesday 
said states showed a high per capita growth when 
asked to highlight the development index but claimed 
75 per cent of their population was below poverty 
line when it came to subsidies.

  A bench of Justices Surya Kant and N Kotiswar 
Singh said the benefit of subsidies should reach the 
genuine beneficiaries.

“Our concern is that are benefits meant for the 
genuinely poor persons percolating to those pockets 
who do not deserve it? Ration card has become a 
popularity card now,” said Justice Surya Kant.

The judge went on, “These states just say we have 
issued these many cards. There are some states who 
when they have to show their development they say 
our per capita income is growing. And then when we 
talk of BPL, they say 75 percent of the population is 
BPL. How can these facts be reconciled? The conflict 
is inherent. We have to ensure that benefits reach 
the genuine beneficiaries.”

The hearing related to a suo motu case initiated 
during the COVID19 pandemic to address the miseries 
of migrant labourers.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing for some 
intervenors, said the anomaly stemmed from the 
inequalities in the income of people.

“There are a handful of people, who have huge 
wealth as compared to other population and per 

capita income figure is average of total income of 
the state. The rich continue to be getting richer while 
the poor remain poor,” he said.

The poor migrant workers, who are registered 
in the e-shram portal of the government, need to 
be given free ration and the figure was around eight 
crore people, Bhushan said.

Justice Surya Kant said, “We hope that in the 
issuance of ration cards, there are no political elements 

involved. I have not lost my roots. I always want to 
know the plight of the poor. There are families who 
continue to be poor.”

Bhushan said the Centre did not conduct the 
2021 Census and was continuing to rely on data 
from the 2011 Census as a result around 10 crore 
people, requiring free ration, remained out of the 
BPL categories.

Additional solicitor general Aishwarya Bhati, 

appearing for the Centre said the government was 
giving free ration to around 81.35 crore people under 
the National Food Security Act and another 11 crore 
people were covered by another similar scheme.

The bench adjourned the matter and asked the 
Centre to file its response on the status of free ration 
distributed to the poor.

On December 9, last year, the top court frowned 
upon the freebie culture and stressed on the need 
to create job opportunities and capacity building 
for migrant workers.

It was surprised when the Centre informed the 
court that 81 crore people were being given free or 
subsidised ration under the National Food Security 
Act of 2013.“It means only the tax-payers are left out,” 
it then said.Bhushan had contended that directions 
were issued by the top court from time to time to 
all states and union territories to issue ration cards 
to migrant workers for availing free ration provided 
by the Centre.

On November 26, last year, the top court flagged 
the difficulties surrounding the distribution of freebies 
and said Covid times were different when distressed 
migrant workers were provided the relief.

In a judgment on June 29, 2021, and subsequent 
orders, the top court passed a slew of directions to 
the authorities asking them to undertake welfare 
measures, including giving ration cards to all migrant 

workers, who were in distress during the COVID-19 
pandemic, registered with the e-shram portal.

The portal is a comprehensive national database of 
unorganised workers launched by the Union Ministry 
of Labour and Employment with the primary aim 
of facilitating the delivery of welfare benefits and 
social security measures to the country’s unorganised 
sector workers.

On September 2, last year, the top court asked 
the Centre to file an affidavit giving details about 
compliance with its 2021 judgement and subsequent 
directions on providing ration cards and other welfare 
measures to migrant workers.

The Centre previously said it was providing ration 
to all those people who were eligible under the 
National Food Security Act.The top court, in the 2021 
judgement, termed as “unpardonable” the Centre’s 
“apathy and lackadaisical attitude” towards creating 
the national database for unorganised workers and 
ordered its commencement by July 31, 2021, for the 
registration of all migrant workers and providing 
them with welfare measures.

It had ordered the states and union territories to 
frame schemes for providing free dry ration to them 
till the pandemic lasted while asking the Centre 
to allocate additional foodgrains and directing the 
department concerned to “allocate and distribute 
food grains” to migrant labourers”.  (PTI)

Govt To Announce New 
Toll Policy Soon, Will Give Reasonable 

Concession To Consumers: Gadkari
NEW DELHI: Union Road Transport and Highways 

Minister Nitin Gadkari on Wednesday said the 
government will soon announce a new policy 
for toll charges on national highways, offering a 
reasonable concession to consumers.

Replying to queries in Rajya Sabha, the minister 
asserted that the government is spending a lot 
on building road infrastructure and therefore toll 
charges are necessary.

“It is the policy of the department that when you 
want good road, you have to pay for it,” Gadkari said.

In Assam, he said the government plans to 
make expenditure of Rs 3 lakh crore.

“We are making a lot of big roads, four lanes, 
six lanes. I am making a lot of bridges from the 
Brahmaputra. We are raising funds from the market. 
So without a toll, we cannot do it. But still, we are 
very considerable. We are only charging toll on 
four lanes, not on the two-lane paved shoulder.” 

According to the rules of 2008, toll plaza on the 
same section of the national highway and in the 
same direction cannot be established within 60 
kilometers.

Defamation case
 SC extends order, 
exempts Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan from personal 
appearance

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court on Wednesday 
extended its earlier order exempting Union Agricul-
ture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan from personal 
appearance before a trial court in connection with 
a criminal defamation case lodged against him by 
Congress MP Vivek Tankha.

  Tankha, also a senior advocate, has alleged 
that the union minister and BJP state president V 
D Sharma and former minister Bhupendra Singh 
carried out a “coordinated, malicious, false and 
defamatory” campaign against him for political 
mileage, accusing him of opposing OBC reservation 
in the 2021 Panchayat election in Madhya Pradesh.

A bench comprising Justices MM Sundresh and 
Rajesh Bindal deferred to March 26 the hearing on a 
plea of Chouhan and two other BJP leaders.

The top court was hearing the appeal of Chouhan 
against the October 25 order of the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court refusing to quash the defamation case.
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Baramulla Excels in

 Financial Inclusion and Skill 

Development Under ADP

BARAMULLA: Baramulla district in Jammu & Kashmir is making 
significant strides in financial inclusion, skill development, and digital 
empowerment under the Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP).

Recognized for its remarkable progress, the district has been award-
ed ₹3 crore to further accelerate its transformation.

Deputy Commissioner Baramulla Minga Sherpa told Kashmir Conve-
ner that the administration has successfully increased registrations under 
the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) and the Pradhan 
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY) through targeted awareness 
campaigns, ensuring greater financial security for residents.

“In addition to this, skill development programs have been expanded, 
with a special focus on empowering women and persons with disabilities”.

To bridge the digital divide, the administration has organized multiple 
digital literacy camps across the district, particularly in remote areas, 
equipping citizens with essential digital skills. Regular on-ground mon-
itoring and inspections are being conducted to ensure the effective imple-
mentation of these initiatives.

Sherpa said these efforts have contributed to fostering economic 
empowerment, financial security, and digital access, ensuring a better 
future for the people of Baramulla. The district’s commitment to inclusive 
growth and transformative governance has been commended by NITI 
Aayog, highlighting Baramulla as a model for development under the 
ADP.

 Residents of Hajam

 Mohalla, Hakabara Decry 

Lack of Basic Facilities

Bandipora: The residents of Hajam Mohalla in Hakabara village, 
Bandipora district, have expressed deep dissatisfaction with the au-
thorities over the lack of basic facilities, particularly the absence of prop-
er electricity infrastructure.

  Talking to Kashmir Convener locals, stated that the area lacks electric-
ity poles and proper wiring, posing a serious threat to residents. The 
wooden poles currently in place are in a dilapidated condition, further 
increasing the risk of accidents. Despite raising this issue multiple times 
with the concerned department, no concrete action has been taken.

   “We have brought this issue to the attention of the authorities, and 
while they have visited the spot, no steps have been taken to address the 
problem. Our repeated requests have been ignored,” alleged a resident.

The residents have now appealed to higher authorities, including the 
Chief Engineer of Kashmir, to intervene and resolve their legitimate de-
mands at the earliest. They fear continued negligence could lead to severe 
consequences and have urged the administration to act swiftly to prevent 
any mishaps.

Army hosts Iftar 

party in Shahgund
ZIAD BHAT

Hajin; With an aim to foster and reinforce the spirit of peace and 
communal harmony, the 13RR of the Indian Army on Monday hosted 

“Iftar Party” at Shahgund camp.
Over hundreds of locals, senior citizens  gathered for the “Iftar party 

to pray, eat, and converse”.
An official spokesperson said 13RR Shahgund conducted this event 

to bring in harmony and increase the bond between army and locals in 
the area. The local people expressed their hope that such events would 
improve communal harmony in the region and that locals and the army 
would work together for the betterment of society and their region.

 JDU Hosts

 Iftar Party in Hajin
Hajin: Janata Dal United (JDU) organized an Iftar party on Wednesday 

in Hajin town of north Kashmir’s Bandipora district.
The event was hosted by JDU’s District President, Bandipora, Zahoor 

Ahmad Bhat, and witnessed the participation of several party workers 
and supporters.

On the occasion, Zahoor Ahmad Bhat engaged in a detailed discussion 
with the attendees, addressing various political and social issues. The 
participants expressed their gratitude to the JDU leadership for organiz-
ing the gathering, emphasizing the importance of such events in foster-
ing unity and brotherhood within the community.

PM Shri GHS

 Sumbal conducts community 

mobilisation program

Bandipora: PM SHRI Government Girls High School Sumbal orga-
nizes community mobilisation program with greath enthusiasm.

Several dignitaries attended the program. Including Cluster Head 
Higher secondary  school  SUMBAL , famous poet Saleem Yousuf and 
hundreds of mothers .

The program highlighted the importance of getting enrolled in your 
wards in Government schools. Being a PMSHRI school having all the 
necessary facilities for girls should be a reason for enrolling the students 
in such a school.

For 21 years ReT Teacher betray students 
to ‘please’ bureaucrats in Bandipora

DESK relieved the teacher; DC office called back
Teachers, Locals appeal LG Sinha, CM Omar to intervene, Investigate

CONVENER NEWS DESK

BANDIPORA: A teacher here in North Kashmir 
Bandipora district has been deceiving students for 
the last 21 years just to please the bureaucracy for 
the reasons best known to him.

Arsullah Habib Bhat appointed as teacher under 
Rehbar-e-Taleem Scheme at Primary School Aragam 
in the year 2004 in Aragam habitation of Banipora 
with Salary about 13 Lacs annually has never at-
tended the school but has managed to get himself 
attached in Chief Education office or Deputy Com-
missioner’s office since decades, what the people 
say, to gain ‘the personal interests for his self-bet-
terment’.

 Arsullah, according to officials, spent a few 
months in his school, and then never attended the 
school for which he was appointed under the ReT 
scheme.

Surprisingly, the teacher was rewarded many 
times without attending any single class, even the 
department in 2021 sent him to complete a B.Ed 
course, a move intended to enhance his teaching 
skills.

Locals said that they do not know when he last 
attained the school, but he is still drawing his sal-
ary from enlisted as the teacher of the same school 
which he never attended. “We saw him first time 
in the first week of March this year in the school 
after he was relieved by the Director School Educa-
tion recently” a local said, adding “ he later again 
abandoned the school for unknown reasons”

Officials said that Arsullah has managed to ap-
pease a few well connected persons who in decep-
tion managed to his attachment in the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office. They said  that the teacher 
in question is now habitual to please other officers 
and officers just to get his means done.

Pertinently Directorate of School Education 
Kashmir (DSEK) cancelled deputations of all teach-
ers  who were deputed in different offices on non-
teaching  recently the valley but for Arsullah Baht 
the DESK order means  but Arsalah Bhat again 
deceived  his officers and managed  to attach him-
self in the Deputy Commissioners  Office.

    District Administration Bandipora and Chief 

Education Officer (CEO) Bandipora make all efforts 
to trash the directions of the government by provid-
ing cover to the teachers who have not attended a 
single classroom in the past two decades.

The governments’ efforts to streamline the 
education system falls flat here in Bandipora where 
the Chief Education Office tried to trash the govern-

ment order by issuing new deputation orders for 
the same teachers for non-teaching duties.

After Hue and Cry though other teachers were 
relieved; Deputy Commissioner Bandipora Office 
issued fresh order for a Regularised Rehbar-e-Taleem 
Teacher Arsullah Habib giving him charge of Coor-
dinator for IEC Campaign against Drugs-the job 
that otherwise was to be done by the Department 
of Information and Public Relations (DIPR).

DC Bandipora in an order No 2390-92 dated 
05/03/2025 designated Habib as coordinator for 
successful implementation of IEC campaign Against 
Drugs. Surprisingly the Order by DC Bandipora 
reads that, “teacher shall remain stationed in the 
office of CEO Bandipora and shall be responsible 
for coordination between different departments 
and reporting before DC Bandipora on Daily Basis”.

Government Employees in Mini Secretariat 
Bandipora said administration is providing un-
necessarily and fatal backup to an RReT for skipping 
school which is uncalled for and speaks volumes 
about the intentions of the admin in keeping the 
teacher engaged in non-teaching activities in CEO 
Office.

“If Admin needed a Coordinator for IEC Campaign, 
District Information Officer Bandipora or the sub-
ordinate staff would have done a fantastic job as 
they have earlier lead many vital media campaigns 
including Back to Village, COVID Awareness Cam-
paign, Swachh Bharat, Vikshit Bharat and other 
successful campaigns but God knows what special 
feature they found in a particular teacher who is 
being kept away from school since the day he was 
appointed,” several officers told Kashmir Convener 
wishing not to be named.

A large number of teachers told Kashmir Con-
vener that language of the order speaks volumes 
about the intentions of the administration that is 
providing undue support to such illegal and un-
ethical practices.

After alleged resentment from the DSEK, DC 

Bandipora modified the orders on 11th March or-
dering that tasks assigned to the said teacher shall 
be in addition to his own duties.

However despite that, the teacher has not at-
tended a single class since then- the allegations 
verified by the Kashmir Convener. Students at PS 
Aragam said they saw the teacher once before morn-
ing assembly and then he left the school. 

Official sources in CEO office told Kashmir Con-
vener that a team lead by Deputy Chief Education 
Officer Bandipora m District Vigilance Officer and 
other concerned Cluster head visited Primary School 
Aragam but found the teacher absent. “We were 
expecting he will resume the duty now, but surpris-
ingly he comes in the morning to mark his attendance 
and returns to his home or DC Office,” locals of 
Aragam revealed.

“Even if the Government needed a teacher to 
run the campaign, there are a dozen teachers in the 
department with Mass Communication Degrees 
but they are doing their job in schools”.

Primary School Aragam, a school located in a 
tribal area, needed a dedicated teacher to uplift the 
students and provide them with quality education. 
Instead, Mr. Arsullah found ways to remain outside 
the classroom since the day of his appointment. 
Official sources said Habib has never attended his 
school but has managed to get non-teaching as-
signments in the CEO Office or DC Office.

Officials said the purpose of this training was 
to create a better, more skilled teacher. Ironically, 
instead of contributing his newly acquired skills to 
teaching, the department continued to assign him 
non-teaching roles.

“This raises an important question: if the gov-
ernment invests so much in training a teacher, why 
is that training wasted by keeping him away from 
the classroom,” officials told Kashmir Convener.

Attempts to reach Director School Education 
Kashmir Dr GN Itoo and Deputy Commissioner 
Bandipora proved futile

Meanwhile people in the area appeal to the 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, Minister for Education Sakina Itoo 
and Secretary Education to investigate the matter 
and fix the responsibility.

Bandipora Hosts Capacity 
Building Programme on Nasha 

Mukt Bharat Abhiyan
BANDIPORA: A One-Day Training cum Capac-

ity Building Programme on the Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan under the National Action Plan for Drug 
Demand Reduction (NAPDDR) was held at Audi-

torium Hall, District Drug De-Addiction Centre 
(DDAC), Bandipora.

The event was organized by the Department 
of Social Welfare, Bandipora in collaboration  with 
District Administration Bandipora and was  fa-
cilitated by DDAC Bandipora.

The programme witnessed active participation 
from  Education, Police, Health, ICDS, and other 
allied sectors, reflecting a multi-sectoral approach 
to tackle the menace of drug abuse.

The session commenced with a presentation 
by Dr. Anjum Reshi, Medical Officer, DDAC Ban-
dipora, who provided a comprehensive overview 
of the centre’s services, highlighting the free-of-cost 
facilities available for those battling drug addiction 
and elaborated  on the medical aspects of de-
addiction.

The programme also featured an interactive 
session led by Adv Mudasir Nazir, Counselor, DDAC 

Bandipora, who elaborated on the importance 
of psychological counselling in addiction re-
covery.

Jawhar Ahmad, Outreach Worker (ORW), 

DDAC, emphasized the role of individuals and 
communities in combating drug addiction and 
fostering a drug-free society.

Adding further depth to the discussions, 
Bilal Ahmad Mir, Counselor, DMHS Bandipora, 
shared valuable insights on the impact of sub-
stance abuse on mental health.

Syed Ahmad, Teacher, GMS Kulhama, pro-
vided an extensive overview of drug abuse and 
its societal repercussions.

Iftikar Ahmad Mir, Teacher, GMS Ayatmulla, 
spoke on the crucial role of teachers and edu-
cational institutions in raising awareness and 
preventing drug abuse among students.

The training programme concluded with a 
pledge to intensify efforts to eradicate drug abuse 
in Bandipora, reinforcing the commitment of the 
administration and community stakeholders 
towards a Nasha Mukt Bharat

J&K Police Organizes Debate
 on ‘Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan’ 

at BHSS Pampore
BILAL HABIB 

PAMPORE: In a bid to raise awareness against 
drug abuse, the  Jammu and Kashmir Police organized 
a debate on Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan at Govern-
ment Model Higher Secondary School Pampore.

The event, which is part of a nationwide initiative 
to make India drug-free, was conducted under the 
Civic Action Programme (CAP). The competition saw 
active participation from students of different gov-
ernment schools, faculty members  of BHSS Pamp-
ore with enthusiasm on the theme of creating a 
drug-free India.

SPDO Pampore Ravenderpal Singh, Principal 
BHSS Pampore, Medical Officer SDH Pampore Riyaz 
Ahmad and other police  officers were present to 
support the initiative.

Speaking to Kashmir Convener, SDPO Pampore, 
Ravenderpal Singh, said that the Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan is being implemented across the entire 
country, with its primary objective being to create 
awareness and eliminate drug abuse.

He emphasized that the key message for every-
one is to stay away from drugs, as they have claimed 
many lives. He urged parents to take care of their 

children and be vigilant about their activities. Ad-
ditionally, he appealed to the public to cooperate 
with law enforcement in identifying and apprehend-
ing individuals involved in drug-related activities 
so that necessary legal action can be taken against 
them.

The event also featured a debate competition 
where participating students shared their perspec-
tives, views, and assumptions while exploring con-
crete solutions to the complex and pressing issue of 
drug abuse, which poses a serious threat to the 
fabric of society.

NCC Cadets Begin 

Firing Training at Haft 

Chinar Range

SRINAGAR: For the first time, NCC cadets in 
Kashmir have commenced firing practice at 
Haft Chinar Short Range, fulfilling a long-pend-
ing aspiration. Under the initiative of Maj Gen 
Anupinder Bevli, VSM, ADG NCC Directorate 
Jammu, Kashmir & Ladakh, permission was 
granted by 31 Sub Area and Chinar Corps, en-
abling cadets to hone their marksmanship 
skills.

Over 120 cadets from 1 J&K Battalion NCC and 
1 J&K Naval Unit, including both boys and girls, 
participated in the training on March 17-18, 2025. 
Army instructors supervised the exercise, focus-

ing on aiming, breath control, and trigger opera-
tion.

The Group Commander NCC Srinagar visited 
the range, emphasizing range safety protocols and 
interacting with cadets. Outstanding performers 
will now represent the JK&L Directorate at upcom-
ing All India-level competitions, while others will 
receive further training.

Maj Gen Bevli expressed gratitude to 31 Sub 
Area and Chinar Corps for enabling this opportu-
nity, calling it a significant milestone in youth skill 
development and national pride.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Sunita Williams Returns: A Historic 
Comeback in Space Exploration

Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

(Sunita Williams' achievements are a source 
of inspiration not only for Indian scientists but 
also for the youth of the country.)

The safe return of Sunita Williams and Butch 
Wilmore to Earth is considered a major scientific 
achievement. They went to space in June 2024 under 
Boeing's "Starliner" mission, but their return was 
delayed by nine months due to technical flaws. 
Due to this, they stayed on the International Space 
Station (ISS) for a long time. This mission was not 
only important from a technical point of view but 
will also be helpful in understanding the effects of 
staying in space for a long time. Their safe return 
will open up new possibilities for space missions in 
the future. This will give NASA and Boeing a chance 
to improve the flaws of Starliner. Their experiences 
and achievements are an inspiration not only for the 
space sector but for everyone interested in science 
and technology. Their story gives the message that 
limits are only in the mindset, and if a goal is set, 
it can be achieved.

NASA's veteran astronaut Sunita Williams and 
her partner Butch Wilmore, who were on the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS) for the last nine months, 
have successfully returned to Earth today. With the 
help of SpaceX's Dragon capsule, they made a safe 
landing in the Gulf of Mexico. Sunita Williams and 
Butch Wilmore went into space for a test flight with 
Boeing's Starliner in June 2024. However, their return 
was delayed due to a technical fault in the Starliner, 
causing them to stay on the ISS for nine months. 
SpaceX's Crew-10 mission was launched for their 
return, which successfully brought them back to 
Earth. After returning, both astronauts were carried 
on stretchers, which is a normal procedure after being 
in weightlessness for a long time. This mission was 
not only important from a technical point of view, 
but it will also help scientists understand the effects 
of a prolonged stay in space. This will help NASA 
and other space agencies plan future deep space 
missions, such as human missions to Mars. This 
return of Sunita Williams is an important achieve-
ment in the field of space exploration. This mission 

will provide valuable data for future space missions 
and will help in improving spacecraft technology.

Sunita Williams and experienced astronauts 
like her can play an important role in future lunar 
and Mars missions. NASA and other space agencies 
are now preparing for long-term space missions, 
including new ways of living in space, possibilities 

of artificial gravity, and strategies to reduce the ef-
fects on astronauts' health. In addition, by improving 
technologies like Starliner, space exploration will be 
made safer and more efficient. Scientific research will 
continue to further expand human presence in space, 
making future trips to Mars and beyond possible. 
Sunita Williams is an American astronaut of Indian 
origin who has had a deep connection with India. 
Her father is of Indian origin, and he has expressed 
his love for India many times. Amidst the growing 
achievements of space science and research in India, 
Sunita Williams remains an inspiration. ISRO is also 
now moving rapidly towards the human spaceflight 
program, Gaganyaan. ISRO has recently completed 
major tests for Gaganyaan and plans to launch India's 
first human space mission in the coming years.

Sunita Williams' achievements are a source of 

inspiration not only for Indian scientists but also 
for the youth of the country. Her success shows 
that people of Indian origin can make significant 
contributions to the global scientific community. In 
the future, cooperation between ISRO and NASA may 
increase, which will further strengthen India's space 
program. Sunita Williams is not only an excellent 

astronaut but also an inspirational personality. Her 
journey shows how hard work, determination, and 
passion for science can take one to new heights. She 
has especially inspired women and young scientists 
to move forward in the field of space research and 
science. She has interacted with Indian students and 
youth on several occasions and encouraged them to 
pursue careers in scientific fields. Her experiences 
and achievements are an inspiration not only for the 
space sector but for everyone interested in science 
and technology. Her story gives the message that 
limits are only in the mindset, and if a goal is set, 
it can be achieved.

Sunita Williams and experienced astronauts 
like her can play an important role in future lunar 
and Mars missions. NASA and other space agencies 
are now preparing for long-term space missions, 

including new ways of living in space, possibilities 
of artificial gravity, and strategies to reduce the ef-
fects on astronauts' health. In addition, by improving 
technologies such as Starliner, space exploration will 
be made safer and more efficient. Scientific research 
will continue to further expand human presence 
in space, making future trips to Mars and beyond 

possible. This return of Sunita Williams is an impor-
tant achievement in the field of space exploration. 
This mission will provide valuable data for future 
space missions and will prove helpful in improv-
ing spacecraft technology. India's Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi congratulated Sunita Williams on 
her successful return and praised her courage and 
dedication. He said that Sunita Williams is not only 
a matter of pride for the people of Indian origin but 
is an inspiration for the whole world. Prime Minister 
Modi also said that his mission is an inspiration for 
the space scientists and youth of India who dream 
of touching new heights in space.

Author is Poet, freelance journalist and 
columnist, radio and TV panelist and can be 

mailed at satywansaurabh333@gmail.com

New Iranian Revolution: Nature, 
Demands and Regime’s Response

Yamin Mohammad Munshi

What started with protests demanding ac-
countability for a young woman’s killing in police 
custody, soon transformed into the most wide-
spread revolt in Iran since the 1979 revolution. 
Iranians from all walks of life are claiming their 
basic human rights and demand fundamental 
political change. While the protests themselves are 
largely led by women, and the majority of those 
out on the streets belong to Iran’s Generation Z 
below the age of 25, the movement itself has seen 
backing from broad society. This includes workers’ 
strikes in support of their demands. The uprising 
and the regime’s response have deepened the 
rift between Iran’s society and the government, 
which loses legitimacy by the day.

Iranians continue to protest the regime in 
various forms. Persisting acts of civil disobedi-
ence range from chants of “death to the dictator” 
from people’s homes in cities’ residential areas at 
nights to individual and creative forms of protest, 
including more and more women refusing to 
comply with mandatory headscarves in public. 
Especially in western Kurdish or south-eastern 
Sistan and Baluchistan regions, thousands con-
tinue to protest in the streets even when facing 
harsh repression. In the Baluch city Zahedan, 
for example, people continue to protest by the 
thousands every Friday, even though the city has 
experienced some of the harshest, most violent 
and deadliest responses by government forces.

Three characteristics in the nature of these pro-
tests distinguish them from previous movements.

First, the revolt is in essence truly feminist. As 
engrained in the claim of “woman, life, freedom”, 
demonstrators demand fundamental political 
change and the full realization of human and 
women’s rights. The protests have been women-
led and, for the first time, addressed issues such 
as violence against women. This has also led to 
a strong emphasis on marginalized perspectives 
and to the revolt’s intersectional character as being 
youth-driven, spanning across social classes and 
ethnic minorities, and stretching from urban to 
rural areas. Even more so, whilst the regime tried 

to instil sectarian divides amongst protesters, 
the heavy discrimination and extreme violence 
particularly against ethnic minority groups has 
been widely visible. In response, rather than buy-
ing the regime’s narrative, the Persian majority 
has begun to develop a better understanding for 
the country’s (ethnic) minorities.

Second, the protests are feminist also in the 
way they are organized. They are a peaceful, col-
lective, and leaderless movement that is organized 
in a decentralised way, thus responding to specific 
grievances in different localities while uniting 
under the “woman, life, freedom” umbrella. The 
revolt practices creative resistance, using social 
media and tech against the regime. The leaderless 
character stems from cross-societal backing of 
protests and renders their societal impact even 
wider, making them more difficult to suppress. At 
the same time, it creates the challenge that there 
is no clear political alternative to organize around.

Third, the revolt takes place amidst a precari-
ous socio-economic situation. Iran has been in a 
politico-economic, social, and environmental crisis 
for years marked by rising poverty, increasing 
unemployment, raging inflation, and skyrocketing 
prices. As a consequence, many Iranians struggle to 
meet their basic needs. This is due to widespread 
corruption, government mismanagement includ-
ing of the countries’ natural resources like water, 
and a particularly strict sanctions period following 
the U.S. withdrawal of the nuclear agreement in 
2018. This economic calamity has hit women and 
marginalized groups hardest.

The last point is critical, as the economic 
situation both stabilizes the regime adds to the 
protesters’ grievances at the same time.

Iranian activists and diaspora civil society 
representatives have underlined the fundamental 
nature of the demonstrators’ demands. Under 
the – originally Kurdish – slogan of “Woman, Life, 
Freedom”, people are asking for their basic human 
rights and political freedoms to be respected 
and implemented. From this derive a number of 
protesters’ needs that, if met, can help the revolt 
to be successful.

Iran‘s constitution claims to guarantee at 
least some of these rights and freedoms, and the 
Islamic Republic is even party to international 
human rights instruments that uphold equality 
for women and non-discrimination. However, the 
reality is plainly different: the qualification of such 
rights ‘in accordance with Islamic principles’ in 
fact enshrines systemic discrimination, and the 

Iranian legal code includes further provisions 
that severely discriminate against women and 
limit their rights. Thus, protesters soon moved 
past the issue of mandatory hijab to demand the 
realization of equal rights and tangible political 
and societal changes. It is a remarkable qualifier 
of these protests that they also address issues 

like violence against women, which previously 
was a taboo topic in Iranian society.

Substantially, there are three broad categories 
of short-term civil society demands: those ask-
ing to address specific human rights cases and 
humanitarian needs; those calling for not just 
moral, but also material support for the revolt; 
and those demanding justice for crimes commit-
ted and seeking to stop the violent crackdown. 
The last point will be separately dealt with in the 
next section on accountability.

Every life matters. Therefore, while there 
is understandable hope that an overthrow of 
the current regime would in due course bring 
about a more peaceful and rights-respecting so-
ciety, addressing individual cases of the regime’s 
massive human rights violations remains a top 
priority. Consequently, Iranian and international 
human rights organisations draw international 
attention – if necessary, in urgent procedure – to 
imminent executions and to the fate of those 
having received a death sentence. They call for 
the release of prisoners, especially women’s and 
human rights defenders as well as journalists, but 
also of the many minors that have been detained. 
Some, like Human Rights Activists in Iran, updated 
their grim tallies on a daily basis, after having 
corroborated the countless clues they receive 
from family members, friends, and fellow activists.

The Islamic Republic has had a track record 
of using excessive and lethal force and repression 
to quell political unrest. To name only the more 
recent examples after the 2009 Green Movement 
of protests against a rigged election, the regime 
faced down protests in 2017/18  that were initially 
directed at the government’s failed economic 

policies, and later again in 2019 when citizens 
responded to sharply increased petrol prices. 
These riots came to be called “Dey Protests” and 
“Aban Protests”, respectively, after the Persian-
calendar month in which they started.

From these experiences, the regime compiled 
a (metaphorical) “playbook” that it put into action 

once Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei had 
signalled his full backing of the security 
forces. It exists of three main elements: 
the use of indiscriminate force, violent 
and arbitrary arrests, and the throttling 
of internet service across the country.

Following an early order to “confront 
mercilessly … any unrest”, the police 
and special forces used life ammunition 
without regard for civilian lives. To this 

they later added the tactic of shooting protesters, in 
particular women, into their faces, breasts, legs, and 
genitals with shotguns, so as to inflict maximum 
pain and long-lasting mutilation. Within weeks, 
the death toll rose to the hundreds of protesters 
with a gruesome share of 13 percent of minors 
being killed. A large part of which occurred in the 
Kurdish and Baluchi provinces in the country’s 
Northwest and Southeast, respectively. The most 
deadly crackdown has come to be known as “Bloody 
Friday” in Zahedan on September 30, when Balu-
chi human rights groups have listed almost 100 
people who were killed by the regime that day. 
In December 2022, the regime started to execute, 
sometimes publicly, alleged protesters convicted 
of the vaguely circumscribed and disputed offense 
of “war against god”, or moharebeh.

Whereas the arbitrary use of force is a well-
established practice of the regime, weaponized 
sexual violence  marks a relatively new layer to 
the security forces’ response. Numerous cases 
of sexualized torture, rape, and other forms of 
sexual assault in prisons have been documented 
as the protests wore on. This clearly gendered ele-
ment shows how the authorities aim to break the 
protesters’ resistance by returning those mentally 
and physically maimed women and men back into 
society. In this context, the announced pardon of 
those arrested by the thousands looks less like an 
act of clemency and more like a calculated move 
to finally quell the revolt.

Furthermore, the judiciary has been system-
atically abused. By 8 February 2023, 777 citizens 
had been brought to trial and convicted of alleged 
crimes directly related to their participation in 
nationwide protests. At least 44 defence lawyers 

have been detained since September, making 
them unavailable to defendants and torpedo-
ing their proper defence. Ridiculously short tri-
als, sometimes lasting less than an hour, have 
resulted in convictions based on confessions, 
often extracted under torture. All this amounts to 
deliberate abuse of formal criminal proceedings, 
according to the UN Human Rights Commissione. 
The sheer number of convictions handed down 
by the judiciary in the space of a few months 
underlines once again that the judiciary serves 
as a counter-insurgency tool and that orderly 
procedures are completely lacking.

Throughout the months-long revolt, access 
to the internet has been highly restricted, so that 
people inside the country had difficulties com-
municating with one another as well as with the 
outside world. This is highly alarming, not least 
because of limited access of international human 
rights organisations and media, the information 
provided by Iranians through social media and 
online services is often the only source to track 
the regime’s violent repression. Over time, this has 
obviously also created huge economic damage, as 
companies could not process transactions. Again 
in mid-January 2023, the regime blocked mobile 
internet access for two days, ostensibly to limit 
the potential for cheating in university entrance 
exams but more likely to conceal a crackdown 
in Zahedan, the capital of Baluchistan province. 
Together with the confiscation of devices like 
smartphones of protesters and the now pervasive 
digital surveillance, the frequent and long-lasting 
internet shutdowns amount to the advanced use 
of technology in the name of repression.

The regime has also resorted to hacking the 
devices of activists, journalists, and politicians that 
work on Iran and the Middle East more broadly. 
Actively launching large-scale social media cam-
paigns using fake accounts, it has tried to steer and 
manipulate the debates both online and offline. 
And while the war on social media seems to be 
fought from many sides, not just Iran, it appears to 
be a constant feature that women commentators 
are the prime target. This violence also continues 
beyond the virtual space as the regime threatens 
and targets activists as well as women and human 
rights defenders around the world, including in 
the European Union.

Author is student of History from 
Kashmir University. He can be mailed at 

munshiyamin5@gmail.com

YUVA 3.0

T
he Prime Minister’s Young Authors Mentorship 
Scheme (YUVA) has entered its third edition, 
aiming to nurture young literary voices 
and document India’s diverse heritage. 
While the initiative is commendable for 

fostering creative writing, providing financial support, 
and amplifying young voices, it also raises critical 
questions about its inclusivity, long-term impact, and 
accessibility. At its core, YUVA 3.0 is an ambitious 
effort, offering mentorship, financial assistance of 
₹50,000 per month, and opportunities for selected 
authors to publish and present their works globally. 
The focus on themes such as Indian Knowledge Systems 
and the Contribution of the Indian Diaspora aligns 
with the government’s vision of Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat. However, the selection process remains a 
concern, as it may favor those with access to better 
education and resources, limiting opportunities for 
aspiring writers from marginalized backgrounds and 
regional language communities.
A key challenge for YUVA’s sustainability is the post-
publication trajectory of these young authors. While 
their books are published and translated into multiple 
languages, their market reach remains uncertain. 
Unlike mainstream publications, these works often 
lack commercial promotion and widespread availability. 
Without robust distribution channels, these books 
risk becoming government-endorsed literary projects 
rather than widely-read works.
Additionally, the absence of continued support raises 
concerns about whether YUVA is creating lasting 
careers in literature or just offering a short-term boost. 
The government must consider expanding the program 
beyond a one-time mentorship, integrating it with 
mainstream publishing, digital platforms, and literary 
networks to ensure sustained growth for these young 
authors.
While YUVA has successfully ignited enthusiasm for 
literary expression, it must address gaps in inclusivity, 
accessibility, and long-term literary engagement. If 
refined and expanded, it has the potential to transform 
India’s publishing landscape, ensuring that young 
voices from all backgrounds find their rightful place 
in global literature. However, if it remains limited to 
select participants with constrained outreach, it risks 
becoming yet another symbolic initiative rather than 
a true literary movement.



TUESDAY | MARCH, 31, 2020 3STATE

Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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DC Budgam distributes Kisan 
Credit Smart Cards to farmers

Awareness Camp on PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli 
Yojana also organised for farmers

BUDGAM: In a special joint camp, Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Budgam, Akshay Labroo today distributed Kisan Credit 
Smart Cards to eligible farmers, enabling them to access financial 
support for their agricultural needs by means of a smart easy 
to use card issued by the bank.

He said in a joint effort by district administration, Department 
of Agriculture and Banks, more than 6,000 KCC Smart Cards have 
been sanctioned demonstrating commitment to empowering 
farmers of Budgam.

In this camp, joint awareness programme on the Smart 
Kisan Credit Card (KCC) and PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana 
was also organised at the Sheikh ul Alam Centre.

The programme brought together farmers, key stakeholders, 
beneficiaries to educate them about the benefits and application 
procedure of these schemes.

The programme was presided over by DC Budgam, besides GM 
DIC Budgam Waseem Raja, CPO Budgam, Chief Agriculture Officer 
Budgam, Executive Engineer KPDCL and Lead District Manager 
Budgam, eminent citizens, farmers and other stakeholders of 
Budgam participated in the programme.

Speaking on the 'Smart Kisan Credit Card', the DC briefed 
its role in providing financial assistance to farmers, helping 
them access easy credit for agricultural activities.

He highlighted that the scheme enables farmers to meet 
their input costs, purchase equipment, and manage unforeseen 
expenses without financial stress.

Labroo urged eligible farmers to enroll and take full advantage 
of this initiative for the growth of the agriculture sector in 
Budgam. He stressed on awareness of this fruitful scheme 
across district.

On the occasion, the DC also discussed PM Surya Ghar: 
Muft Bijli Yojana.

He stated that the scheme is a major step towards promoting 
renewable energy by encouraging households to adopt solar 
power.

He explained that the initiative aims to provide electricity 
benefits, reducing dependency on conventional power sources 
and lowering electricity costs for families. 

He assured full administrative support for the smooth 
implementation of the scheme and urged citizens to register 
and avail its benefits.

Together, these initiatives strengthen both economic and 
environmental stability, he added.

Various speakers including GM DIC and Chief Agriculture 
Officer highlighted the importance of both the schemes.

Fertilizers, pesticides allowed
 to Valley only after proper 
standard testing: Javed Dar

3010 samples of pesticides, 1065 of fertilizers 
collected for testing during 2024-25

Jammu: Minister for Agriculture Production, Javed Ahmad 
Dar, today informed the House that the consignments of 
fertilizers are allowed to move to Valley only after the samples 
test as standard.

The Minister was replying to a question raised by Hilal 
Akbar Lone in the Legislative Assembly.

He informed the House that there is an established 
mechanism for sampling of the products batch-wise in 
respect of Fertilizers at Udhampur Rack, being tested from 
the quality Control Lab at Jammu and the consignments 
are allowed to move to Valley only after the samples test 
as standard. 

He said that there is one check point at Lower Munda 
where the documents of consignments are checked and the 
source is verified. He added that the sale is allowed only after 
the samples test as standard.

In addition, the samples are being taken at random 
from stocks of the wholesalers and retailers, which too 
are tested and in case the samples test as below standard, 
prosecution is launched against the wholesalers/ dealers/
retailers, he added.

The Minister said that a similar procedure is being adopted 
in respect of the pesticides for proper testing before its sale 
to the farmers. 

He said that the Agriculture Production Department has 
an Enforcement Directorate at UT level and Law Enforcement 
Agencies at District level, which are vigilant to any complaints 
regarding substandard pesticides and fertilizers.

Sharing the details, the Minister said that 3010 and 1065 
samples of pesticides and fertilizers respectively have been 
collected for testing during 2024-25 accordingly.

Bashir Ahmad Veeri raised the supplementary to the question.

CS Atal Dulloo asks for creation of 
GIS based land bank for J&K

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, chaired 
a high level meeting to review identification of 
land parcels for creation of a land bank to support 
developmental projects besides facilitating 
compensatory afforestation in lieu of forest land 
diverted for infrastructure projects, in compliance 
with Supreme Court directives.

The Chief Secretary directed both the 
divisional and district administrations to identify 
all government owned land parcels within their 
jurisdictions. He emphasized the need for a 
comprehensive and systematic approach towards 
land identification, ensuring that all such lands are 
properly classified based on their suitability for 
development purposes and other socio-economic 
welfare measures.

To ensure accuracy and efficiency in the 
identification process, the Chief Secretary instructed 
the Forest Department to carry out GIS mapping 
of the identified land parcels in coordination with 
the Revenue Department. 

He stressed that joint ground-truthing must 
be conducted to validate the suitability of the land 

for either development projects or compensatory 
afforestation.

Highlighting the need for land classification, he 
suggested that land banks should be categorized into 
those fit for infrastructure development and those 

that should be reserved exclusively for afforestation 
as per Supreme Court guidelines.

Commissioner Secretary, Forests, Ecology 
& Environment, Sheetal Nanda, informed the 
meeting that a Committee, led by the Principal 
Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF), has been 
constituted to identify and create a land bank 

of suitable non-forest land for compensatory 
afforestation.

She divulged that this initiative aligns 
with the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) 
Adhiniyam, 1980, ensuring that afforestation 
takes place in lieu of forest land diverted for 
non-forest purposes.

 She reiterated that this measure is in compliance 
with the Supreme Court’s directive that no net 
reduction in forest land should occur without 
adequate compensatory afforestation.

Providing an update on the progress, PCCF 
(HoFF), Suresh Kumar Gupta, informed the meeting 
that 2,576 land parcels covering 553,263 kanal 
have been identified across J&K for compensatory 
afforestation. 

Following joint inspections with the Revenue 
Department, 82 parcels measuring 14,797 kanal 
and 154 marla were found free from encumbrances 
and suitable for inclusion in the land bank for 
afforestation.

GCE holds 2-Day 
International Conference 

to address, prevent 
crimes against women
Srinagar: The Govt. College of Education (IASE), 

M.A. Road, Srinagar launched a ground breaking 
two-day International Conference titled 'Voices for 
Change: Addressing and Preventing Crimes Against 
Women' today in collaboration with the Asha Paras 
for Peace and Harmony Foundation (APPHF) India 
and Soroptimist International, Srinagar Kashmir.

With the aim to address the pervasive issue of 
violence against women and girls, the conference 
brings together experts, policymakers and advocates 
to share knowledge, experiences, and best practices 
in preventing and responding to the violence against 
women.

The objectives include raising awareness of 
crimes against women, discussing strategies for 
prevention and intervention, fostering collaboration 
between policymakers, academics, activists, and 
community leaders and amplifying women’s voices 
and advocating for systemic change

The inaugural session commenced with the 
felicitation of the esteemed dignitaries and welcome 
address by Prof. (Dr.) Seema Naz, Principal of the 
host college and the Nodal Principal of Kashmir 
Division Colleges.

She emphasized the importance of collective 
action in addressing crimes against women 
and acknowledged the support of collaborating 
institutions. 

This was followed by the official release of Smart 
Digest of the Conference by Prof. (Dr.) Mohammad 
Mobin, Vice Chancellor, Cluster University Srinagar, 
and Prof. (Dr.) Sheikh Aijaz Bashir, Director of Colleges, 
UT of J&K.

The experts including Dr. Tawheeda Rasool, 
Coordinator of the Women’s Studies Centre; Prof. 
Asha Shukla, Former Vice-Chancellor of BRAUSS 
and Managing Director of APPHF India; Prof. (Dr.) 
Mohammad Mobin, Vice Chancellor, Cluster University 
Srinagar; Prof. (Dr.) Sheikh Aijaz, Director of Colleges, 
UT of J&K and Ruth Healey, President of Soroptimist 
International Great Britain and Ireland (SIGBI); 
Prof Gurmeet Kaur, Former, Head  Department  of  
Languages,  GCOE,  Srinagar; Prof. (Dr.) Parveen 
Pandith, President of Soroptimist International 
Srinagar; Erinda Shah, Founder of Mental Health 
First Aid India Pvt. Ltd; Bisma Qazi , SP Srinagar East 
Zone, and Syed Sleet Shah, Dy. SP Hqrs Srinagar also 
spoke on the occasion.

The experts provided an overview of the 
conference's objectives, highlighted the significance of 
strengthening institutional responses to gender-based 
crimes,  promoting gender equity and preventing 
violence against women, human trafficking & false 
marriages.

Experts from law enforcement elaborated on 
the role of law enforcement in protecting women's 
rights and ensuring justice. They also deliberated 
upon the new criminal laws like BNS 2023 (Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita).

The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. 
Irfat Ara Khan, Head Department of Psychology, who 
expressed gratitude to the speakers, attendees, and 
organizers for their contributions to the conference. 

Meanwhile, the Wall of Gender Equality curated 
by Arshid Sualeh, Art Teacher was also inaugurated 
on the occasion.

Baramulla awarded Rs.3 Crore by NITI 

Aayog for remarkable progress under ADP
BARAMULLA: Baramulla district has been 

awarded Rs.3 crore by NITI Aayog in recognition of 
its outstanding progress in inclusive growth and 
transformative governance under the Aspirational 
District Programme (ADP).

This achievement reflects the district's 
consistent efforts in improving key development 
indicators and enhancing the quality of life for 
its residents.

Under the leadership of District Development 
Commissioner Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, the 
district has made remarkable strides in financial 
inclusion, skill development, and digital 
empowerment. The administration's focused 
approach towards implementing targeted 
interventions has significantly contributed to 
this success.

In the area of financial inclusion, Baramulla 
has witnessed increased registrations under 

PMJJBY and PMSBY insurance schemes through a 
series of targeted awareness campaigns. This has 
strengthened the financial security of the local 

population, especially marginalized communities.
Skill development has been another key 

focus area, with the district expanding training 
programs to empower women and persons 
with disabilities. These programs aim to provide 
sustainable livelihood opportunities and enhance 
economic independence.

To promote digital literacy, the District 
Administration has organized camps across 
the district, particularly in remote areas, to equip 
citizens with essential digital skills. This initiative 
has enabled greater access to government services 
and improved overall digital inclusion.

Regular on-ground monitoring and inspections 
have ensured the effective implementation of 
these initiatives, maximizing their impact and 
ensuring that the benefits reach the intended 
beneficiaries.

The Rs.3 crore award from NITI Aayog will 
serve as a major boost to the district’s development 
efforts. 

The funds will be strategically utilized 
to strengthen ongoing initiatives, introduce 
new projects, and address key developmental 
challenges, ensuring continued progress and 
inclusive growth in Baramulla.

DEO Srinagar holds interaction 
session with reps of Political parties

Seeks cooperation for strengthening the electoral process to make 
elections more inclusive & participatory

SRINAGAR: In order to 
further strengthen electoral 
processes in District within 
legal framework, the District 
Election Officer (DEO) Srinagar, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat 
today convened a meeting 
with the District representatives 
of different Political Parties at 
Meeting Hall of the DC Office 
Complex.

At the outset, the DEO 
sought cooperation from all 
the Political Parties in further 
improvising the electoral 
process and emphasized the 
importance of maximizing the 
registration of newly eligible 
electors in the electoral roll in 
the District. 

He underlined the 
significance of Electoral literacy 
for encouraging new voters to 
be part of democratic setup,

The DEO urged the 
representatives of Political 
Parties to provide feedback 
to concerned Electoral 
Registration Officers (EROs) 

for further strengthening the 
existing electoral processes and 
to make elections in future more 
inclusive and participatory.

He highlighted various 
initiatives being taken by 
the Election Commission of 
India to ease baseline activities 
for better electoral process 
and elections in future. The 
representatives were also 
informed that registered 
electorates can very easily 
verify and apply for inclusion 
of their name in electoral rolls 
and can lodge their claim for 
any changes/ corrections in 
their electoral records through 
online mode as well.

On the occasion, the 
representatives of the political 
parties across the party lines 
raised various issues and gave 
suggestions for the betterment 
of the electoral process.

The DEO under the existing 
legal framework addressed 
the concerns raised by the 
representatives of political 

parties and assured them 
that election machinery is 
always open to incorporate 
any valuable suggestions 
and address issues for the 
improvement of electoral 
process.

He assured the participants 
that such interactions will 
continue to be held in future 
as well in order to make our 
democratic process stronger 
and more inclusive.  He 
further emphasized that 
the suggestions and issues 
raised by the political parties 
will be deliberated upon and 
would be considered for the 
advancement of democratic 
process of elections and 
electoral participation.

Apart from sharing 
experiences and viewpoints, 
the representatives of political 
parties appreciated the 
District Election machinery 
for conducting the recent Lok 
Sabha and Assembly Elections 
2024 in a free, fair, transparent 
and peaceful manner.

Besides, representative 
of different Political Parties, 
the meeting was attended 
by the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ERO- Hazratbal), 
Syed Ahmad Kataria, Deputy 
District Election Officer, Mir 
Imtiyaz Ul Aziz, Other ERO, 
Khanyar, ERO, Lal Chowk, AEROs 
and other Officials of District 
Election Authority Srinagar.

DC Kulgam chairs

 Distt Skill Committee meet
Reviews progress, future action plan; discusses Training modules

KULGAM: A meeting of 
District Skill Committee (DSC) 
was held on Wednesday under 
the chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan at the mini-
secretariat Kulgam.

The meeting focused on 
reviewing the progress of the 
District Skill Development Plan 
(DSDP) of the current financial 
year and discussing the action 
plan for DSDP 2025-26.

During the meeting, the 
progress of skill development 
courses being undertaken in the 
district was reviewed. The status of 

enrollment and quality of training 
at Govt Polytechnic College Kulgam, 
ITI Kulgam, ITI Khuribatpora, ITI 
Kund and private institutions was 

reviewed. The Chairman directed 
the member secretary to ensure all 
the students in these institutions 
are also thoroughly trained about 
the available government schemes 
including PMEGP, Mission Yuva, 

HADP, PMFME, AIF etc and their 
registration is done at the end of the 
course with the relevant schemes 
so that their livelihoods are secured 
through self employment and 
entrepreneurship ventures.

The different departments 
were directed to send resource 
persons to these technical 
institutions for the same.

Among others, the meeting 
was attended by the General 
Manager, DIC, Principal Polytechnic 
Kulgam, CEO, Assistant Director 
Handicrafts/Handloom Kulgam; 
Superintendent ITI, Kulgam, Kund, 
Kuribatpora.

Extension of University Professors 
solely on merit, eligibility: Sakeena Itoo

JAMMU: Minister for Higher Education, Sakeena Itoo, 
today informed the House that the age of superannuation 
in respect of University Professors is being extended 
by a Review Committee under the chairmanship of 
the Chief Secretary.

The Minister was replying to a question raised by 
Dr. Narinder Singh Raina in the Legislative Assembly.

She informed that the Committee also comprises 
Vice-Chancellor of the concerned University and 
Administrative Secretary, Higher Education Department, 
J&K.

 The Committee may co-opt a member from the 
Finance/Law Department and Special Secretary/
Additional Secretary from the Higher Education 
Department, she added.

The Minister said that the Review Committee 
has decided to approve the extension of the eligible 
superannuating Professors for 03 years from 62 to 

65 years.  However, on completion of each year the 
concerned Vice Chancellor shall review the performance 
in each case subject to the minimum benchmark 
relating to Research Publications, Classroom Teaching, 

Academic Contribution and overall work and conduct 
of the concerned in the preceding year. 

She said that continuation of such Professors shall 
be subject to attaining such minimum benchmark.

The Minister said that the method has been 
meticulously structured to prevent any favoritism 

or a pick and choose approach, thereby, holding the 
principles of fairness and institutional integrity. She 
said that it is rule based and each case is scrutinized 
in light of the laid down parameters including general 
conduct and behaviour in terms of integrity, thereby 
reinforcing the credibility of the mechanism, leaving 
no scope for arbitrary decision-making.

The Minister said that enhancement of 
superannuation age of University Professors is structured, 
meticulously designed to ensure that extensions are 
granted solely on the basis of merit, eligibility criteria 
and compliance with the established parameters.

The Minister said that the mechanism is not 
intended to foster a culture of sycophancy but rather 
to uphold the highest academic and ethical standards 
in the selection process. She said that UT of J&K has 
implemented the National Education Policy (NEP), 
2020 in letter and spirit.

DC briefs media on 
upcoming Kathua Waterfront 

Project to transform Cityscape
KATHUA: Deputy Commissioner Kathua, Dr. 

Rakesh Minhas, today convened a press briefing 
to unveil details about the much-anticipated 
Kathua Waterfront Project, a transformative 
initiative designed to enhance the city's 
landscape and provide vibrant recreational 
spaces for residents and visitors.

Located along the picturesque Kathua 
Canal, the project is envisioned as a dynamic 
public space that blends leisure, fitness and 
social engagement.

During the briefing, Dr. Minhas highlighted 
the project's key features, which include 
dedicated tracks for cycling, jogging and 
leisurely walks, catering to fitness enthusiasts 
and families alike. Besides, a designated skating 
area will be established to promote active 
lifestyles.

To enhance social and cultural engagement, 
the project will also feature a bustling food 
street and a vibrant night market, offering a 
mix of dining, entertainment and shopping 
experiences.

“The waterfront is envisioned as a multi-
purpose destination that reflects the aspirations 
of our people,” said Dr. Minhas.

 “It will not only provide recreational 
opportunities but also showcase Kathua’s 
potential as a thriving, modern district. We are 
committed to delivering a space that everyone 
can enjoy, from children to senior citizens.”

In a step towards sustainable 
development, Dr. Minhas informed that 
over 500 new plants will be planted across 
the park area to enhance its green cover 
and offset the removal of 15 trees during 
the landscaping process.

The Deputy Commissioner also announced 
that the allocation of vending spaces in the 
designated vending zone near the waterfront 
has been finalized. 

Out of 80 applications, 15 vendors have 
been selected, with 5 vendors placed on a 
waiting list. 
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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PM Modi’s Statement

 during India-New Zealand

 Joint Press Statement
By PIB Delhi

 Your Excellency, Prime Minister Luxon,
Delegates from both the countries,
Friends from Media,
Namaskar!
Kia Ora!

I warmly welcome Prime Minister Luxon and his del-
egation to India. Prime Minister Luxon has had a long 
relationship with India. We all witnessed, how a few days 
ago, he celebrated the joyous festival of Holi in Auckland! 
Prime Minister Luxon's affection towards the people of 
Indian origin living in New Zealand can also be seen from 
the fact that a large community delegation has accompanied 
him to India. It is a matter of great pleasure for us to have a 
young, energetic and talented leader like him as the Chief 
Guest of the Raisina Dialogue this year.

Friends,
Today we held in-depth discussions on various areas 

of our bilateral relations. We've decided to strengthen and 
institutionalise our defense and security collaboration. 
In addition to joint exercises, training, and port visits, a 
roadmap for bilateral defense industry collaboration will 
be developed. Our navies are working together in the Com-
bined Task Force-150 for maritime security in the Indian 
Ocean. And, we are happy that a New Zealand naval ship 
is making a port call in Mumbai in two days.

Friends,
We have decided to begin discussions for a mutually 

beneficial Free Trade Agreement between the two countries. 
This shall increase the potential for bilateral trade and 
investment. Mutual cooperation and investment shall be 
encouraged in fields such as Dairy, Food Processing, and 
Pharma. We have given priority to mutual cooperation 
in the areas of Renewable Energy and Critical Minerals. 
Joint work shall be done in Forestry and Horticulture. I am 
confident that the large business delegation accompanying 
the Prime Minister shall get an opportunity to explore and 
understand the new possibilities in India.

Friends,
Whether it is cricket, hockey, or mountaineering, the 

two countries share a long-standing bond in sports. We have 
agreed to strengthen cooperation in sports coaching, player 
exchange, and areas such as sports science, psychology, 
and medicine. We have decided to celebrate 100 years of 
sports relations between our two nations in 2026.

Friends,
The Indian community living in New Zealand is mak-

ing a valuable contribution to the country’s social and 
economic development. We have agreed to work swiftly on 
an agreement to simplify the mobility of skilled workers 
and address issues related to illegal migration. We shall 
also focus on enhancing UPI connectivity, promoting digital 
transactions, and boosting tourism. Our ties in the field 
of education are long-standing, and we invite universities 
from New Zealand to establish campuses in India.

Friends,
We stand united against terrorism. Whether it is the 

Christchurch terrorist attack of March 15, 2019 or the 
Mumbai attack of November 26, 2008, terrorism in any 
form is unacceptable. Strict action must be taken against 
those responsible for such attacks. We will continue to 
cooperate in combating terrorism, separatist, and extremist 
elements. In this regard, we have also shared our concerns 
about anti-India activities by certain illegal elements in 
New Zealand. We’re confident that we will continue to 
receive the full cooperation of the New Zealand Govern-
ment against such illegal elements.

Friends,
We both support a free, open, secure, and prosperous 

Indo-Pacific. We believe in the policy of development, 
not expansionism. We welcome New Zealand joining the 
Indo-Pacific Ocean Initiative. Following its membership 
in the International Solar Alliance, we also congratulate 
New Zealand for joining the CDRI.

Friends,
Finally, in the language of Rugby, I would say – both 

of us are ready to "Front up" for a bright future in our 
relationship. We are ready to step up together and take 
responsibility for a bright partnership! And, I am confident 
that our partnership will prove to be a match-winning 
partnership for the people of both countries.

Thank you very much!
India - New Zealand Joint Statement:
At the invitation of the Prime Minister of India, Shri 

Narendra Modi, the Prime Minister of New Zealand, Rt 
Hon Christopher Luxon, is on an Official Visit to India 
on 16-20 March 2025. Prime Minister Luxon, who is on his 
first visit to India in his current capacity, is visiting New 
Delhi and Mumbai, and is accompanied by Hon. Louise 
Upston, Minister for Tourism and Hospitality, Hon. Mark 
Mitchell, Minister for Ethnic Communities, and Sport and 
Recreation, and Hon. Todd McClay, Minister for Trade and 
Investment, Agriculture, and Forestry, and a high-level 
delegation comprising of officials, and representatives of 
businesses, community diaspora, media and cultural groups.

Prime Minister Luxon was accorded a warm and tra-
ditional welcome in New Delhi. Prime Minister Modi held 
bilateral talks with Prime Minister Luxon. Prime Minister 
Modi will inaugurate the 10th edition of the Raisina Dia-
logue on 17 March 2025 in New Delhi with Prime Minister 
Luxon as the Chief Guest delivering the Inaugural Keynote 
Address. The Prime Minister laid a wreath at Raj Ghat 

Mahatma Gandhi Memorial and also called on President 
Droupadi Murmu.

The Prime Ministers reaffirmed their shared desire 
to further strengthen the growing bilateral relationship 
between India and New Zealand which is anchored in 
shared democratic values and robust people-to-people ties. 
Both leaders recognized that there remains significant 
potential for further growth in the bilateral relationship 
and agreed to cooperate closely in diverse areas, including 
trade and investment, defence and security, education and 
research, science and technology, agri-tech, space, mobility 
of people and sports.

The Prime Ministers exchanged views on regional 
and global developments of mutual interest and agreed to 
strengthen multilateral cooperation. The Prime Ministers 
recognised that we face an increasingly uncertain and 
dangerous world. They noted that, as maritime nations, 
India and New Zealand have a strong and common interest 
in an open, inclusive, stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific, 
where the rules-based international order is upheld.

The Prime Ministers reaffirmed the right of freedom 
of navigation and overflight and other lawful uses of the 

seas in accordance with international law, particularly 
the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS). The Prime Ministers reaffirmed the need to 
pursue peaceful resolution of disputes in accordance with 
international law, particularly UNCLOS.

The Prime Ministers noted with satisfaction the strong 
connections between the people of the two countries, with 
Indian-origin people making up almost six percent of New 
Zealand’s population. They appreciated the significant con-
tribution of the Indian diaspora in New Zealand and their 
positive role in facilitating people-to-people ties between the 
two countries. Both leaders agreed on the significance of 
ensuring the safety and security of the Indian community, 
including students, in New Zealand, and of New Zealanders 
in India and visitors to India.

Cooperation in trade, investment and financial matters:
The Prime Ministers welcomed sustained trade and 

investment flows between India and New Zealand and called 
for further exploring the potential to expand bilateral trade. 
They encouraged businesses on both sides to cultivate links; 
explore emerging economic and investment opportunities 
to build upon the complementarities of the two economies.

The Leaders called for greater two-way investment, 
reflective of the ongoing strong momentum in bilateral 
cooperation.

The Prime Ministers agreed to enhance the trade and 
investment relationship between India and New Zealand to 
realise its untapped potential and to contribute to inclusive 
and sustainable economic growth.

The Prime Ministers welcomed the launch of FTA 
negotiations for a balanced, ambitious, comprehensive, 
and mutually beneficial trade agreement to achieve deeper 
economic integration. The Leaders agreed that a compre-
hensive trade agreement offers a significant opportunity 
to enhance trade and economic cooperation. By leverag-
ing each country's strengths, addressing their respective 
concerns, and tackling challenges, a bilateral trade agree-
ment can foster mutually beneficial trade and investment 
growth, ensuring equitable gains and complementarities 
for both sides. The Leaders committed to designate senior 
representatives to steer these negotiations to resolution 
as soon as reasonably possible.

 Within the context of FTA negotiations, the Leaders 
agreed to discussions between respective authorities on 
both sides to explore early implementation of cooperation 
in the digital payments sector.

The Prime Ministers welcomed the signing of the 
Authorized Economic Operators Mutual Recognition Ar-
rangement (AEO-MRA) under the aegis of the Customs 
Cooperation Arrangement (CCA) signed in 2024, which 
would facilitate easier movement of goods between the 
two countries by our respective trusted traders through 
close cooperation between customs authorities, thereby 
boosting bilateral trade.

The Leaders welcomed new cooperation on horticulture 
and forestry, including: the signing of the Memorandum 
of Cooperation on Horticulture which would enhance bi-
lateral cooperation by promoting knowledge and research 
exchanges, development of post-harvest and marketing 
infrastructure; and the signing of a Letter of Intent on 

Forestry Cooperation that encourages policy dialogues 
and technical exchanges.

The Leaders recognized the positive role played by 
tourism in generating economic growth, increasing busi-
ness engagements and generating greater understanding 
between people of the two countries. They welcomed the 
growing flows of tourists between India and New Zealand. 
They appreciated the update to the India-New Zealand Air 
Services Agreement and agreed to encourage their carriers 
for commencement of direct (non-stop) flight operations 
between the two countries.

Political, defence and security cooperation:
The Prime Ministers recognised the significance of 

parliamentary exchanges and encouraged regular visits 
of parliamentary delegations between the two countries.

The Prime Ministers acknowledged the shared history 
of sacrifice of Indian and New Zealand service personnel 
who fought and served alongside one another around the 
world over the past century.

The Prime Ministers welcomed sustained progress in 
defence engagements, including through participation in 
military exercises, staff college exchanges, regular port calls 

by naval ships, and exchange of high-level defence 
delegations. They recalled that the Indian Naval 
sailing vessel Tarini made a port call at Lyttelton, 
Christchurch, New Zealand in December 2024. They 
also referred to the upcoming port call in Mumbai by 
the Royal New Zealand Navy Ship HMNZS Te Kaha.

Both Leaders welcomed the signing of the India-
New Zealand Memorandum of Understanding for 
Defence Cooperation. This will further strengthen 
bilateral defence cooperation and establish regular 
bilateral defence engagement. Both sides noted the 
need for ensuring the safety and security of sea 
lanes of communication and agreed there needs 
to be regular dialogue to discuss enhancement of 
maritime safety.

New Zealand welcomed India joining the Com-
bined Maritimes Forces. Both Leaders welcomed 
advancement in defence ties during New Zealand 
command of Command Task Force 150.

Both Leaders appreciated the regular training exchanges 
of officers, including at Defence Colleges on reciprocal 
basis. Both sides agreed for enhanced capacity building 
cooperation.

Prime Minister Luxon expressed New Zealand’s interest 
in joining the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI). Prime 
Minister Modi welcomed New Zealand into this partnership 
with like-minded countries which seek to manage, conserve 
and sustain the maritime domain. Further cooperation as 
maritime nations is also being explored between India and 
New Zealand with discussions taking place between experts 
on the National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) which 
is being established at Lothal, Gujarat.

Cooperation in science & technology and disaster 
management:

The two Leaders noted the significance of research, 
scientific connections, technology partnerships and innova-
tion as an important pillar of the bilateral partnership and 
called for exploring such opportunities in mutual interest. 
Both sides stressed the need for stronger collaboration 
to develop and commercialize technologies in identified 
areas through closer collaboration between businesses, 
and industries.

The two sides recognized the challenges for their econo-
mies presented by climate change and the transition to low 
emissions climate resilient economies. Prime Minister 
Luxon welcomed India's leadership in the International 
Solar Alliance (ISA) and reiterated New Zealand’s strong 
support as a member since 2024. Prime Minister Modi 
welcomed New Zealand joining the Coalition for Disaster 
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), which aims at making 
systems and infrastructure resilient in order to achieve the 
objectives of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
the Paris Climate Agreement and the Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction.

The two Leaders welcomed work towards a Memoran-
dum of Cooperation on earthquake mitigation cooperation 
between relevant authorities of India and New Zealand, 
which would facilitate inter alia exchange of experiences 
in earthquake preparedness, emergency response mecha-
nism, and capacity building.

Education, mobility, sports and people to people ties:
Both Prime Ministers agreed that there exists great 

potential to further strengthen the growing education 
and community links between India and New Zealand. 
They encouraged academic institutions of both countries 
to build future-oriented partnerships focused on areas of 
mutual interest including in areas of science, innovation, 
new and emerging technologies.

The Leaders encouraged the creation of further op-
portunities for Indian students seeking quality education 
programmes in New Zealand. They noted the significance 
of skill development and mobility of skilled personnel to 
support expanded engagement in sectors, including sci-
ence, innovation, and new and emerging technologies. 
The two Leaders agreed, within the context of the trade 
agreement negotiations, which the Leaders have agreed 
to launch, to also launch negotiations on an arrangement 
facilitating the mobility of professionals and skilled work-
ers between the two countries, while also addressing the 
issue of irregular migration.

The Leaders welcomed the signature of the refreshed 

Education Cooperation Arrangement between the Indian 
Ministry of Education and the New Zealand Ministry of 
Education. This Arrangement will facilitate the continued 
exchange of information on India’s and New Zealand’s re-
spective education systems as the basis for strengthening 
the bilateral education relationship.

The Leaders noted that India and New Zealand enjoy 
close sporting links, particularly in cricket, hockey and 
other Olympic sports. They welcomed the signing of the 
Memorandum of Cooperation on Sports to foster greater 
sporting engagement and collaboration between countries. 
They also welcomed the "Sporting Unity” events planned 
in 2026, to recognise and celebrate 100 years of sporting 
contact between India and New Zealand.

The Prime Ministers acknowledged the importance 
of robust systems of traditional medicine in India and 
New Zealand, and welcomed discussions between experts, 
including science and research experts, on both sides to 
understand and explore possible areas of cooperation, in-
cluding through sharing of information and best practices 
and visits of experts.

Both Prime Ministers noted the growing interest among 
New Zealanders in Yoga and Indian music and dance, as 
well as the free observance of Indian festivals. They encour-
aged further promotion of bilateral ties including through 
music, dance, theatre, films, and festivals.

Cooperation in regional and multilateral fora:
Both Prime Ministers reaffirmed their commitment 

to supporting an open, inclusive, stable and prosperous 
Indo-Pacific where sovereignty and territorial integrity 
are respected.

The Leaders noted cooperation between India and New 
Zealand in various regional fora, including ASEAN-led 
fora such as the East Asia Summit, the ASEAN Defence 
Ministers’ Meeting Plus and the ASEAN Regional Forum. 
The Leaders reaffirmed the importance of these regional 
bodies and ASEAN centrality for furthering security and 
prosperity of the Indo-Pacific region and emphasised the 
importance of all parties maintaining peace and stability 
in the region.

Both Leaders emphasized on the importance of an ef-
fective multilateral system, centered on a United Nations 
that is reflective of contemporary realities, as a key factor in 
tackling global challenges. The two sides stressed the need 
for UN reforms, including of the Security Council through 
expansion in its membership, to make it more representa-
tive, credible and effective. New Zealand endorsed India’s 
candidature for permanent membership in a reformed 
UN Security Council. The two sides agreed to explore the 
possibility of extending mutual support to each other’s 
candidatures at the multilateral fora.

Both Leaders emphasized the importance of upholding the 
global nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regime, 
and acknowledged the value of India joining the Nuclear 
Suppliers Group in context of predictability for India’s 
clean energy goals and its non-proliferation credentials.

Both Leaders reaffirmed their firm support for peace 
and stability in the Middle East and welcomed the agree-
ment for the release of hostages and ceasefire of January 
2025. They reiterated their call for continued negotiations 
to secure a permanent peace, which includes the release 
of all hostages and the rapid, safe and unimpeded humani-
tarian access throughout Gaza. Both Leaders stressed the 
importance of a negotiated two-State solution, leading to 
the establishment of a sovereign, viable and independent 
state of Palestine, and living within secure and mutually 
recognized borders, side by side in peace and security 
with Israel.

The Leaders exchanged views on the war in Ukraine 
and expressed support for a just and lasting peace based on 
respect for international law, principles of the UN charter, 
and territorial integrity and sovereignty.

The two Leaders reiterated their absolute condemna-
tion of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, and 
the use of terrorist proxies in cross-border terrorism. Both 
stressed the urgent need for all countries to take immediate, 
sustained, measurable, and concrete action against UN-
proscribed terrorist organizations and individuals. They 
called for disrupting of terrorism financing networks and 
safe havens, dismantling of terror infrastructure, including 
online, and bringing perpetrators of terrorism to justice 
swiftly. The two leaders agreed to cooperate in combating 
terrorism and violent extremism through bilateral and 
multilateral mechanisms.

The two Prime Ministers noted with satisfaction the 
progress in ongoing bilateral cooperation and reaffirmed 
their commitment to further strengthen and deepen the 
bilateral partnership for mutual benefit as well as for the 
benefit of the Indo-Pacific Region. They called for exploring 
the potential to deepen bilateral engagement and explore 
new avenues of cooperation, including in the fields of green 
and agriculture technologies.

Prime Minister Luxon thanked Prime Minister Modi 
and the Government and the people of India for the warmth 
and hospitality extended to him and to the members of his 
delegation during his Official Visit to India. Prime Min-
ister Luxon invited Prime Minister Modi to undertake a 
reciprocal visit to New Zealand.

DISCLAIMER – Pm’s Statement is
 the approximate translation of Prime 

Minister's remarks. Original remarks were
 delivered in Hindi.
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performance based incentive; from Rs 25,000 to 
Rs 35,000 per month for Medical Officer (AYUSH) 
and the wages were increased from Rs. 23,000 to 
35,000 per month for the Dental Surgeons.

While replying to supplementary questions 
raised by Ranbir Singh Pathania and Dr. Rameshwar 
Singh, the Minister said that the government 
would take up the issue of regularisation as well 
as enhancement of wages with the Government 
of India.

NIA Raids
infiltration of LeT and JeM terrorists into India 

through the International Border (IB) and Line of 
Control (LoC).

Reports suggested that the terrorists were 
facilitated by OGWs and terror associates living in 
border areas. Besides providing logistical support, 
food, shelter and money, the suspects were involved 
in guiding the terrorists through the difficult terrains 
of Jammu province to ensure their safe passage, 
the probe agency said.

The terrorists were then believed to have made 
their way to the hinterland districts of Kathua, 
Udhampur, Doda, Kishtwar, Reasi, Rajouri, Poonch, 
and also to the Kashmir valley, it added.

“Investigation in
referred from GMCH Rajouri. She added that 2 

patients are being kept in the Isolation ward while 
1 patient after being shifted from PGI Chandigarh 
is being kept in a separate room in the Sir Colonel 
Chopra Nursing Home.

The Minister said that the deceased family 
members of village Badhal of Rajouri district have 
been paid an amount of Rs. 1 lakh and 50,000 Red 
Cross Fund by the Deputy Commissioner, Rajouri.

While replying to the supplementary, the 
Minister informed the house that the samples 
of 3500 people have been taken for examination 
and investigation is underway.

M Y Tarigami and Choudhary Mohammad 
Akram raised supplementaries to the question.

Fertilizers, pesticides 
dealers/retailers, he added.
The Minister said that a similar procedure 

is being adopted in respect of the pesticides for 
proper testing before its sale to the farmers. He said 
that the Agriculture Production Department has 
an Enforcement Directorate at UT level and Law 
Enforcement Agencies at District level, which are 
vigilant to any complaints regarding substandard 
pesticides and fertilizers.

Sharing the details, the Minister said that 3010 
and 1065 samples of pesticides and fertilizers 
respectively have been collected for testing during 
2024-25 accordingly.

Bashir Ahmad Veeri raised the supplementary 
to the question.

4th IED found
the security personnel secured the area and 

carried out controlled disposal of the device, he said.
In a statement, the Army said that Chinar 

Warriors, in a joint operation with Jammu and 
Kashmir Police, recovered and destroyed the IED 
on the Bandipora-Srinagar Road near Aragam. 
The statement further said that the device was 
safely neutralised.

This was the fourth IED-related incident in 
Kashmir in the last three days. On Tuesday, security 
forces recovered an IED in the Habdipora area of 
Shopian district. A day earlier, another device was 
located in the Reshipora Qaimoh area of Kulgam.

A senior security official from the security 
establishment stated that the security grid remains 
on high alert, with intensified operations underway 
to prevent any further incidents in the Valley.

All highways and roads are being thoroughly 

Without firing 
that India has strengthened its global position. 

There was a time when India was not taken seriously 
on international forums, but today, when we speak, 
the world listens,” he said.

Singh stressed the importance of unity in 
achieving the goal of making India a developed nation 
by 2047 and acknowledged the Northeast’s role in 
this journey. He highlighted major infrastructure 
projects aimed at enhancing regional connectivity, 
including the Sela Tunnel at 13,000 feet, which 
links Tezpur in Assam to Tawang in Arunachal 
Pradesh, and the nearly 2,000 km-long Arunachal 
Frontier Highway, which will serve as a strategic 
and economic asset.The Defence Minister credited 
these development initiatives for reducing violence 
and accelerating progress in the Northeast. He also 
referred to the New York Times’ list of “52 Places to 
Visit in 2025,” in which Assam was ranked fourth.

Describing Major Khathing as a “great son 
of India,” Singh lauded his legacy of bravery and 
diplomatic skill. “It is our collective responsibility 
to adopt the ideals of such great personalities,” 
he said.

The event was attended by Arunachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Pema Khandu, Chief of Army Staff 
Gen Upendra Dwivedi, Chief of Air Staff Air Chief 
Marshal AP Singh, Director General of Assam Rifles 
Lt Gen Vikas Lakhera, and Director General of the 
United Service Institution of India (USI) Major 
General BK Sharma (retd).

Speaker urges
the Assembly Secretariat had already admitted 

105 cut motions from the member which clearly 
demonstrates that, his allegations sans any 
substance.

 The Speaker questioned whether it was 
responsible for a member to make public statements 
lacking logic and reasoning, potentially misleading 
the press and public. He advised all members, 
especially Parra, to adhere to decorum and act 
responsibly in legislative matters, considering 
his long political career ahead.

Clarifying his stance, MLA Pulwama, Waheed-ur-
Rehman Parra, stated that he had submitted all cut 
motions together as per the rules. However, upon 
not receiving replies to some specific cut motions, 
he attempted to resubmit them for admission and 
seeking of response from the above mentioned 
Departments.

Govt forms
Other Workers etc in Jammu and Kashmir. 

The committee has been also asked to suggest a 
“comprehensive way forward “.

The Committee shall be serviced by the General 
Administration Department and shall submit its 
report within a period of six months, the order 
added.

The order comes a week over Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah announced that committee will 
be formed to address the issue of regularisation of 
daily wagers and that a roadmap will be prepared 
for its presentation in the next budget session.

The Chief Minister had made the announcement 
while replying to the motion of thanks on the 
budget address in the Assembly.

“We want to reassure the daily-rated workers, ad 
hoc, and casual workers that we have not forgotten 
them. I am announcing the committee in front 
of the Assembly, headed by the Chief Secretary, 
and will be issuing the official order today after 
my budget speech,” Omar had said in the House.

Wages of NHM
along with an additional Rs 15,000 as special 

inspected before any movement, while additional 
deployments have been made at key checkpoints 
and sensitive areas to ensure heightened surveillance 
and security, he said

ECI to Link
23(6) of the RP Act, 1950, the linkage process 

will be carried out while ensuring compliance 
with the Supreme Court’s directives. Technical 
consultations between UIDAI and ECI experts will 
commence soon to facilitate this process.

Grievances will
fostering a positive, collaborative relationship 

between the police and the public.
The programme further strengthened the 

public’s trust and confidence in the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police. It reflects the J&K Police’s steadfast 
commitment to transparency, accountability, and 
the overall safety and well-being of the community.

Over 2K Kanals Of 
Land Allotted To Non-
Locals For Investment 
In J&K: Govt

 JAMMU:  Jammu and Kashmir Government on 
Wednesday said that over 2000 Kanals of land has 
been allotted to the non-locals for investment in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Replying to a question raised by the PDP MLA 
Waheed-ul-Rehman Para seeking the details of non-
locals provided land for investment in Jammu and 
Kashmir during the last two years, the government in 
a written reply stated that 2093 kanals of land has been 
allotted to the non-residents at SIDCO Industrial Estate 
during the last two years from the period of January 1, 
2023 to December 12, 2024.

Sharing the details, the government said that in 
Kathua, 275 kanans of land has been allotted to M/s 
RSWM Limited, 222 kanals to M/s Grew Energy Pvt 
Ltd (Unit-I) and 424 kansls to M/s Grew Energy Pvt Ltd 
(Unit-II), at Bhagthali-I.

At Bhagthali-II, 201 kanals of land has been 
allotted to M/s Advance Films Pvt Ltd, 201 kanals to 
M/s GreenquestAlu Foils Pvt Ltd, 201 kanals to M/s 
Haldiram Snacks Manufacturing Plant, 209 kanals to 
M/s Sintex Advances Plastic Ltd and 206 kanals to M/s 
Ceylon Beverages Can Pvt.

 NOTICE
 This is an information for general public 
that Electricity Agreement Bearing 
Consumer ID No: 0216010001130, which 
is Registered in the name of Sonaullah 
Mir, S/O Mohmad Subhan Mir, Now i 
want to apply for Change this Electricity 
Agreement in the name of Sami Ullah 
Mir, S/O Sonaullah Mir, in this regard any 
person having any objection he/she may 
file the Objections in office of the Assistant 
Executive Engineer Electricity Sub Division 
Bandipora with in a period of seven days 
from the date of the publication of this 
notice, after that no objection shall be 
accepted. 

 Sami Ullah Mir. 
 S/O Sonaullah Mir. 

 R/O Dachigam Bandipora.  NOTICE
This is for the information  of General 
public that I want to register my travel 
agency named "Adventure Essence 
Tours and Travels" with the Directorate 
of Tourism J&K. Anybody having objection  
in this regard may file the same before the 
concerned office within seven days from 
the date of publication of this notice. No 
objection  will be entertained  thereafter.

Fairy Amin
D/O Molvi Muhammad Amin

R/O Hassanabad Saida Kadal 
Srinagar

Ph no: 7889303065

 NOTICE
 This is an information for general public 
that the Name and parantege of my 
Daughter Namely Aisha Ferooz, has 
been Mistakenly Mentioned in her Birth 
certificate issued by Municipal Council 
Bandipora as Aisha Feroz, D/O Feroz 
Ahmad Malik, while as her actual and 
correct name and parantege is Aisha 
Ferooz, D/O Ferooz Ahmad Malik. Now 
i want to apply for its correction in this 
regard any person having any objection 
he/she may file the Objections in office of 
the Municipal council Bandipora with in 
a period of seven days from the date of 
the publication of this notice, after that 
no objection shall be accepted. 

 Ferooz Ahmad Malik. 
 F/O Aisha Ferooz. 

 R/O Ward NO: 07, Nusoo Bandipora.

 NOTICE
 This is an information for general 
public that in my Bank account No: 
0976041000000153, my name has 
been Mistakenly Mentioned as Aqib 
Firdous, while as my Actual name a's per 
my Aadhaar Card is Aaqib Firdous Sofi, 
Now i want to apply for its correction in this 
regard any person having any objection 
he/she may file the Objections in office 
of the Manager jammu and kashmir Bank 
branch office Garoora Bandipora with in 
a period of seven days from the date of 
the publication of this notice, after that 
no objection shall be accepted. 

 Aaqib Firdous Sofi. 
 S/O Firdous Ahmad Sofi. 

 R/O Sofi Mohalla,Brar Bandipora.

 NOTICE
 This is an information for general 
public that in my Bank account No: 
0179040800006599, my name, 
parantege and Adress has been 
mentioned as Fazila Banoo, D/O Ghulam 
Hussain Awan ,R/O Gojarpath Bazipora 
Ajas, while as after my Marriage i want 
change my particulars as Fazeela Begum, 
W/O Mubarak Irshad Gojar, R/O Garoora 
Bandipora, in this regard any person 
having any objection he/she may file the 
Objections in office of the Manager jammu 
and kashmir Bank branch office Garoora 
Bandipora with in a period of seven days 
from the date of the publication of this 
notice after that no objection shall be 
accepted. 

 Fazeela Begum. 
 W/O Mubarak Irshad Gojar. 

 R/O Garoora Bandipora.

Govt establishes ‘CM's 
public services, outreach office’

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir government 
has announced the establishment of the ‘Chief 
Minister’s Public Services and Outreach Office’ within 

the Chief Minister’s Secretariat to strengthen 
grievance redressal mechanisms across the Union 
Territory.The initiative as per the government 
aims to streamline public grievances and improve 
accessibility to government services.According to 
an order, Additional Deputy Commissioners (ADCs) 
in each district have been designated as Raabita 
Nodal Officers, serving as single points of contact for 
grievance redressal coordination.As per the order, 

the Administrative departments must promptly 
acknowledge offline grievances and share progress 
updates with the Raabita Office. The grievances 
forwarded through the JK Samadhan/Raabita Portal 
must not be marked as resolved until fully addressed 
by the concerned authorities.The citizens should 
not be directed to approach subordinate offices 
independently; instead, departments must internally 
refer grievances for resolution, the order reads, 
adding that clear guidelines on grievance redressal 
processes must be provided to ensure better public 
understanding.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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The MI squad has Trent Boult, Deepak Chahar, Reece Topley and Corbin Bosch (replacement for Lizaad Williams) as the 
other frontline quicks, along with captain Hardik Pandya, the allrounder, and the uncapped Ashwani Kumar, Satyanarayana Raju,

 Arjun Tendulkar and Raj Angad Bawa. Bumrah's absence could force a rethink of MI's bowling plans, since Boult and Chahar 
are predominantly powerplay bowlers, leaving them short of proven T20 experience in the death.

Not having Bumrah at the start of IPL 
2025 'a challenge', says Jayawardene

N
ot having Jasprit Bumrah 
for the initial few games 
of IPL 2025 "is a challenge" 
and "hopefully he can join 
the team soon", Mahela Jay-

awardene, the Mumbai Indians (MI) head 
coach, said at a press interaction in Mumbai 
on Wednesday. Jayawardene further said 
that the fast bowler "is in good spirits" as he 
recovers at the BCCI's Centre of Excellence 
(formerly the National Cricket Academy) in 
Bengaluru.

"[Bumrah] has just started his progress. We 
have to wait and see what their [BCCI medical 
team] feedback is on him," Jayawardene said. 
"At the moment, everything is going well. But, 
obviously, it is on a day-to-day basis. He is in 
good spirits. Not having him is a challenge. He 
is one of the best bowlers in the world and he 
has been a fantastic pro for us for many years.

"We'll have to wait or find an opportunity 
for someone else to step up. That's how I see it. 
It gives us an element of trying a few things 
and see how things work. The early part of 
the season allows us to do that."

Bumrah has played all his IPL cricket for 
MI, starting in 2013 and picking up 165 wickets 
in 133 matches over the years. The only IPL 
season he missed since he started playing was 
in 2023, when he had a back injury.

The MI squad has Trent Boult, Deepak 
Chahar, Reece Topley and Corbin Bosch (re-
placement for Lizaad Williams) as the other 
frontline quicks, along with captain Hardik 
Pandya, the allrounder, and the uncapped 
Ashwani Kumar, Satyanarayana Raju, Arjun 
Tendulkar and Raj Angad Bawa. Bumrah's 

absence could force a rethink of MI's bowling 
plans, since Boult and Chahar are predomi-
nantly powerplay bowlers, leaving them short 
of proven T20 experience in the death.

As ESPNcricinfo reported last week, Bum-
rah hasn't recovered from the stress-related 
back injury that has kept him out of action 
since January, and he could join the MI squad 
in early April.

He suffered the injury on the second day 
of the final Border-Gavaskar Trophy Test in 
Sydney on January 4. Bumrah was subse-
quently ruled out of the Champions Trophy, 

which India won earlier this month. This is 
the first time Bumrah has gone down with a 
back injury since his surgery in March 2023.

While announcing the Champions Tro-

phy squad in January, Ajit Agarkar, India's 
chief selector, had said that Bumrah had been 
asked by the BCCI medical team to offload 
for at least five weeks (from the SCG Test). 
Since the Champions Trophy only started 
on February 19, Bumrah had been included 
in India's provisional squad. He travelled to 
Bengaluru for fresh scans in early February, 
but continued to feel discomfort and was not 

named in the final squad.
MI's first two IPL 2025 fixtures are away. 

They start their campaign in Chennai against 
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) on March 23 and 

then play Gujarat Titans (GT) in Ahmedabad 
on March 29. MI's first home match is two 
days later, when they host Kolkata Knight 
Riders (KKR) on March 31. They then play 
two matches in first week of April: Lucknow 
Super Giants (LSG) in Lucknow on April 4 and 
at home against Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
(RCB) on April 7.

Shreyas Iyer wants to 
'mark' himself at No. 3 in 

IPL 2025
Shreyas Iyer, the new Punjab Kings captain, has ex-

pressed his intention to bat at No. 3 during IPL 2025. Iyer 
recently proved to be India's point of difference at No. 4 
during their unbeaten run to the Champions Trophy title in 
Dubai and earlier in IPL 2024, when he captained Kolkata 
Knight Riders to the title, he had primarily batted at the 
same position. Occasionally, he had also slid down to No. 
5 or No. 6 to suit the needs of KKR last season.

"We already know that IPL is an integral part of Indian 
cricket. And If I would want to mark myself at some position 
in T20, it would be No. 3," Iyer said at a press conference. 
"And that's what I'm focusing at. I wouldn't say that we are 
planning and thinking about what number I will be batting.

"This time I'm quite clear about that position. And I'm 
going to be focusing on that number. As long as the coach 
approves of me."

Iyer will reunite with coach Ponting after the pair 
had some success at Delhi Capitals, helping them make 
the playoffs from 2019 to 2021, including the final in 2020. 
PBKS splurged INR 26.75 crore (USD 3.18 million approx) 
on Iyer, making him the second-most expensive player at 
an IPL auction.

"If you look back at the auction, I think it was pretty 
clear to everyone who I wanted as my captain," Ponting 
said. "And we got what we wanted. I was desperate to work 
with Shreyas again. We had a great working relationship 
at Delhi over a long period of time. He's one of the best play-
ers that I've worked with. He's a great human being. He's 
an IPL-winning captain. You couldn't ask for much more.

"We've got the best leader that we could possibly hope 
for. And we've had a lot of great times and success together. 
I think we understand each other really well. As you know, 
the captain-coach relationship in any team is vital."

In IPL 2024, PBKS had managed to win just one of their 
seven home games across Mullanpur and Dharamsala, and 
finished second from bottom. Ponting is hoping to remedy 
that and find ways to win at home this season.


