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No Pakistan Cricketer in ICC Teams of
Decade; Fans Wonder Why

Advisor Baseer Khan meets scores of 
deputations, individuals

South Africa vs Sri Lanka: Elgar Falls Short Of
Ton As South Africa Fight Back
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Parts of Jammu dressed
in white after fresh snowfall

Night temperature improves, stays above freezing point after 14 days

Will see whether
anti-defection law can 

be imposed: Govt
 � Owais Gul

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: Amid allegations of 
horse-trading by the political parties, the 
divisional administration Kashmir on monday 
said that it will verify whether the anti-defection 
law can be enacted in Jammu and Kashmir.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of the 
oath ceremony of recently elected DDc members 
at sKIcc here, Divisional commissioner Kashmir, 
P K Pole when asked whether the law can be 
imposed here, said that he will have to check 
it from the rural Development Department 
(rDD) department first.

According to the news agency—Kashmir 
News observer (KNo), he further stated that 
the DDc members who took oath today will 
have the powers to prepare the final list of 
the funds that will be allocated to their 
respective districts. “The final draft for the 
allocation of the funds will be approved of 
DDc members,” he said.

he added that people will no longer
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Elected DDC members must uphold 
mandate of people: Sajad Lone

JKAP says it has support of independents and others to head 6-7 DDCs in JK
 � Sumir Kaul

sRINaGaR, dEc 28 (PtI): The 
Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party 
(JKAP) is aiming to have its 
chairpersons in at least six to seven 
District Development councils 
with the help of Independents 
and members of other parties who 
are "willing" to cross over, its chief 
Altaf Bukhari said on monday.

elected DDc members will pick 
the chairpersons in 20 districts 

-- 10 each in Jammu and Kashmir 
-- within three weeks.

The JKAP won only 12 DDc 
constituencies out of a total of 
280 in the first democratic exercise 
in Jammu and Kashmir after the 
revocation of its special status 
under Article 370 of the 
constitution and its bifurcation 
into union territories in August 
last year.

A businessman-turned-
politician who was part of the 

PDP-BJP coalition government in 
Jammu and Kashmir between 
2015 and 2018, Bukhari said his 
party had quietly fielded 
independent candidates. "on 
sunday, I have paraded all the 21 
(winning) independent candidates 
at the party meeting. There was 
no coercion whatsoever," he said.

Targeting the rival People's 
Alliance for gupkar Declaration 
(PAgD), Bukhari said, "They built 
a false narrative against my party 

that we are the 'B team of BJP' or 
the 'King's party'. We were trying 
to build a base in the newly carved 
out union Territory and were 

attracting the right kind of people, 
including intellectuals and well 
educated."

"The other political parties 
made attempts to sabotage our 
identity and also went ahead in 
claiming that the elections were 
for restoration of Article 370, et 
cetera, et cetera," Bukhari told 
PTI here.

Asked about the below-
expectation performance of the 
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Ahead of New Year celebrations, 
tourists throng Gulmarg, Pahalgam  

 � Raouf Dar

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: hundreds of 
tourists have arrived in famous gulmarg, 
Pahalgam and other places in the Valley 
to celebrate New Year.

A hotelier in gulmarg told news 
agency KINs that tourists from across 

the country are rushing towards this 
famous ski resort in north Kashmir on 
the New Year’s eve.

People associated with travel trade 
say other tourist destinations in Kashmir 
have also witnessed a good number of 
hotel bookings.
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We want to make 
India a superpower: 

Rajnath Singh
NEW dElhI, dEc 28: India has the 

potential to become a superpower and it 
needs significant achievements in the fields 

of education, health and industry to make 
the cut, Defence minister rajnath singh said 
on monday as he mentioned the country’s 
glorious history including major discoveries 
by ancient scientists like Aryabhata ahead 
of their western counterparts.

In an online address at the convocation 
of IIm ranchi, singh delved into India’s rich 
contribution in the field of scientific 
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‘Total electorates in JK’, Delimitation commission gathers 
vital data, likely to visit UT in Feb- March

Covid-19 claims 6 more lives, 156 test positive in J&K
Total cases 120,293, death toll reaches 1,875

Police Arrests Accused in
Sexual Assault Case in Narkora Budgam

Prominent & Influential Hotelier Trying to Close the  Case as accused is his son

’Deliver for people of J&K in fair, 
transparent and effective manner’

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: J&K Peoples 
conference (JKPc) chairman sajad gani 
lone monday convened a meeting of the 
senior leadership and newly elected DDc
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sRINaGaR, dEc 28: Parts of Jammu 
region received a fresh snowfall 
overnight, leading to the temporary 
closure of Jammu-srinagar national 
highway.

As per the last reports, NhW was 
open for traffic movement after 
clearance of landslide and accumulated 
snowfall.

reports of fresh snowfall were 
received from Banihal, Jawahar Tunnel, 
mata Vaishno Devi, marwah, Warwan, 
machail, Kishtwar, Patnitop and other 
higher reaches.

snow depth ranging from 1 inch 
to 6 inches was reported at these 
places.

light snowfall also occured at few 
parts of Kashmir including Pahalgam, 
gulmarg, gurez and sonamarg.

meanwhile, temperature stayed 
above freezing point in parts of the 
valley after a period of 14 days.

srinagar city recorded the low of 
0.6 degrees celsius – improvement 
of almost 6 degrees from minus 5.2 
degrees celsius the previous night.

The ski-resort of gulmarg in north 
Kashmir was the coldest place in the 

valley with a low of minus 6.5 degrees 
celsius last night. The night 
temperature at Pahalgam resort, 
which also serves as one of the base 
camps for the annual Amarnath yatra 
in south Kashmir, settled at a low of 
minus 1.3 degrees celsius – up from 
minus 5.9 degrees celsius yesterday.

Qazigund – the gateway town to 
the valley – in south Kashmir recorded 
a low of minus 0.3 degrees celsius 
– higher than the previous night’s 
minus 5.0 degrees celsius. Kokernag 
town, also in the south, recorded a 
low of minus 1.5 degrees celsius, 
while Kupwara, in north, registered
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Jammu, dEc 28: The 
government on monday informed 
that 156 new positive cases of 
novel corona virus (coVID-19), 
66 from Jammu division and 90 
from Kashmir division, have been 
reported today thus taking the 
total number of positive cases in 
Jammu and Kashmir to 120293. 
Also 06 coVID-19 deaths have 

been reported; 01 from Jammu 
Division and 05 from Kashmir 

Division.
moreover, 275 more coVID-19 

patients have recovered and 
discharged from various hospitals 
including 155 from Jammu Division 
and 120 from Kashmir Division.

According to the daily media 
Bulletin on novel corona virus 
(covid-19), out of 120293 positive 
cases, 3157  are Active Positive, 

115261 have recovered and 1875 
have died; 692 in Jammu division 
and 1183 in Kashmir division.

The Bulletin further said that 
out of 3739623test results available, 
3619330 samples have been tested 
as negative till December 28, 2020.

Till date 872900 persons have 
been enlisted for observation
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sRINaGaR, dEc 28: Budgam police 
have arrested a man and registered a case 
against him in connection with kidnapping 
& brutal sexual assault on a 23-year-old 
girl in Budgam. 

meanwhile, locals have demanded severe 
punishment for the accused.  According 

to the cNs, after the abduction of a 23-year-
old girl in Narkora Budgam on December 
22, there has been a wave of public outrage 
against the physical abuse.

In this regard, Budgam police arrested 
Azaan Kaunsar son of Kaunsar Ahmad
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 � Ishtiyaq Ahmad

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: The 
Delimitation commission operating 
from its New Delhi office has 
gathered vital data pertaining to 
total electorates in Jammu and 
Kashmir and is most likely to visit 
union territory in february- march, 
KINs has learnt.

The commission constituted 
to ‘redraw’ J&K’s Assembly hasn’t 

visited Jammu and Kashmir even 
once during the past nine and half 
months of its constitution.

sources said that earlier though 
the commission had planned to 
visit union territory Jammu and 
Kashmir, but it couldn’t visit due 
to the severity of coronavirus 
pandemic and more so because 
of the District Development council 
(DDc) elections.

however highly placed sources 
told news agency KINs that now 
the commission is likely to visit 

J&K in the february- march to 
seek views of political parties and 
people on the delimitation of 
constituencies.

Asked whether the coronavirus-
induced lockdown had delayed 
the work of the Delimitation 
commission, a source said that 
the panel remains “unstoppable” 
and continues with its task.

sources said that the first visit 
of the commission will discuss 

how to ensure equal distribution 
of assembly seats among the two 
regions.

however KINs could not 
contacted any member of the 
commission for the comments 
over the visit. 

As per the reorganisation act 
of J&K 2019, ladakh uT will have 
no Assembly while J&K uT will 
have an Assembly after
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DDC Members 
Administered Oath Across 

All Districts Of Kashmir
sRINaGaR, dEc 28: The 

elected members of maiden 
District Development council 
(DDc) elections held in the 
history of Jammu and Kashmir 
were today administered oath 
by respective district heads 
across all the districts of 

Kashmir division.
on the occasion, 138 DDc 

members representing 138 
Block constituencies of 10 
districts of the division swore 
in the name of god and 
pledged to bear true faith and 
allegiance to the constitution 

of India and also uphold the 
sovereignty of India.

AT srINAgAr: The District 
Development commissioner 
(DDc), srinagar, Dr shahid 
Iqbal choudhary, today 
administered oath to the
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India home to 
second largest population
of Muslims in world: 
Prez Murmu

SC Notes ‘Scurrilous
Allegations, Insinuations 
Against Judges’ In Plea 
Against Senior Designations

Sakeena Itoo conducts
 surprise inspection 
of LD Hospital, assesses
 healthcare facilities

Nitish comes up 
with cryptic response 
after Lalu’s fresh 
offer to join INDIA bloc
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‘Dual centres of power are not 
to anyone’s advantage’: CM Omar

‘When a farmer tills his land, he thinks of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah’
KC NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah on Thursday said 
the hybrid model of governance in the Union 
territory is not to anyone’s advantage and the 
systems work better when there is single centre 
of command.

“Obviously, dual centres of power are not 
to anyone’s advantage. If dual centres were 
effective tools of governance, you would see 
it everywhere,” Abdullah told reporters at a 
media interaction here when asked about 
the hybrid model of governance in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The chief minister said while there have 
been “differences of opinion on some issues”, 
there was no confrontation with the Raj Bhavan.

“Systems work better when there is 
single centre of command. For the UT, the 
dual centres of command are inbuilt. There 
have been differences of opinion on some 
issues, but not on the scale at which it is being 
speculated. Such reports are just a figment of 
imagination,” he added.

Abdullah said the business rules for the 
government would be framed after proper 
consultations and then sent to Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha.

The chief minister said that he was not the 
one to tell people not to go to the Raj Bhavan.

“I would say people should go wherever 
they can get their issues resolved — be it in 
the Raj Bhavan or with the local MLA or the 
officers,” he added.

Asked about his party MP Aga Syed Ruhullah 
Mehdi’s protest over the issue of reservation, 
Abdullah said the National Conference (NC) is a 

democracy and anyone has the right to speak.
“NC was often accused of being a family 

party. But we have always said that we are a 
democracy and everyone has a right to speak. 
Look at the positive side, how much change 

has come,” Abdullah said.
“From a time when protesting was 

considered illegal, people protested and reached 
my door. We had a meeting afterwards,” he 
added, referring to the anti-reservation protest 
near his residence in Gupkar which was joined 
by Mehdi.

As far as reservation is concerned, I told the 
delegates that the cabinet sub-committee has 
been framed, the chief minister said.

The party expected that Mehdi, the Lok Sabha 
MP from Srinagar, would hold a similar protest 
for the restoration of statehood in Parliament 
as well, he added.

Abdullah, however, said while we can fight 
the reserved and open category fight, “but first 
we have to save our jobs”.“What will we do 
when people from other places come here for 
jobs?” he asked.

Kashmir getting 
more power this year

Riyaz Bhat

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister (CM) Omar 
Abdullah Thursday said that Jammu and 
Kashmir was facing AT&C losses of more 
than 50 percent. However, the national 
average of the Aggregate Technical & 
Commercial (AT&C) losses is nearly 15 
percent.

Sakina Itoo promises 
action against private 
schools selling books 
at Exorbitant rates
KC NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Ed-
ucation Minister Sakina Itoo Thursday 
assured that strict action will be taken 
against private 
schools found 
selling books at 
exorbitant rates.

Speaking at 
an interaction 
with the media 
at SKICC, Itoo as 
per news gather-
ing agency KINS, called on parents to come 
forward with the names of schools that 
are charging unfair prices for textbooks.

“When we talk generally
 to the residents in Srinagar,

 they talk about decongestion. 
There is problem of housing. 

3-4 families are living in a 
single house, they say if they 

get an opportunity they 
would move to suburbs,” 

Omar Abdullah said.

CS reviews progress 
on construction of 

highways across J&K
KC NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR :Chief 
Secretary, Atal Dulloo, today 
convened a meeting with NHAI, 
NHIDCL, Beacon and Project 
SAMPARK to review progress 
on construction of different 
highways across all districts of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was 
attended by Principal 
Secretary, APD, 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Forest Department, 
Divisional Commissioner, 
Jammu/Kashmir, Secretary, 
R&B, Deputy Commissioners, 
Chief Engineers of PWD 
besides other concerned 
officers.

The Chief Secretary 
impressed upon the project 
implementing agencies to 
expedite progress on the 
ongoing works so that the 
fixed deadlines are met 
without any fail. He observed 
that the repeated slippage 
in timelines for completion 
of these projects should be 
avoided as it questions the 
professional standards of the 
organisation.

The Chief Secretary 
directed the Secretary PWD 
and concerned divisional 
administrations to take 
monthly assessment of these 
projects besides visiting the 
sites to remove any bottlenecks 
hampering their progress. He 
also urged them to extend full 

cooperation to the concerned 
executing agencies for speedy 
completion of these projects.

Dulloo also had a project 
wise appraisal of progress 
achieved, so far, in each of the 
work. He enquired about the 
expected date of completion 
of work on each phase of these 

projects along with the current 
status of physical progress 
registered in each of them.

Some of the significant 
projects of NHAI reviewed 
during the meeting included 
different phases of Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra Expressway, 
remaining work on the tunnel 
on Ring Road Jammu, tunnels 
and viaducts on Udhampur-
Ramban section including 
Dalwas and Cafeteria Morh.

The Chief Secretary also 
assessed progress on Marog 
to Digdol tunnel and Digdol to 
Khuni-Nallah tunnels under 
the Ramban-Banihal section of 
NH-44. In addition, opening of 
Banihal Bypass besides ongoing 
work on different phases of

B O T T O M  S T O R Y

Article 370 had sowed the seeds of 

separatism in the minds of Kashmir Youth
Releases 'Jammu Kashmir & Ladakh Through The Ages : 

A Visual Narrative of Continuities and Linkages’ book in New Delhi
KC NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Union Home Minister and 
Minister of Cooperation, Amit Shah said that 
Article 370 had sowed the seeds of separatism 
in the minds of the youth of the Kashmir Valley.

He questioned why terrorism has not arisen 
in many parts of the country that have significant 

Muslim populations.
He pointed out that states like Gujarat and 

Rajasthan also share borders with Pakistan, 
yet terrorism did not emerge there. He said 
that Article 370 created the misconception that 
the connection between India and Kashmir 
was temporary, which sowed the seeds of 
separatism that eventually turned into terrorism. 

He expressed regret over the unfortunate fact 
that more than 40,000 people fell victim to 
terrorism and that Kashmir's development was 
set back by decades.

He further remarked that for years, terrorism 
wreaked havoc in the region, while the nation 
stood by as a 

“Distortions have 
affected history of Jammu, 
Kashmir & Ladakh”

SRINAGAR: Home Minister Amit Shah 
said distortions have affected the history 
of Jammu, Kashmir, and Ladakh.

He asserted that interpreting the history 
of these regions by manipulating facts is 
both futile and misleading. Such distortions, 
he remarked, could only stem from the 
works of historians with a myopic vision. 
Those who know about India’s illustrious 
past will never commit such mistakes. Shah 
pointed out that the book demonstrates, 
with evidence, that the culture, languages, 
scripts, spiritual philosophies, art forms, 
pilgrimage traditions, and trade practices 
found throughout India have been present 
in Kashmir for at least thousand years. 
He emphasized 

CM  Omar inaugurates Winter 
Carnival Festival at Pahalgam Club

Fire & Emergency Services
 Department recruitment scandal

ACB probe reveals 109 candidates selected despite securing lower marks than cut-off-marks

Heavy Snow, Rains 
Expected From Jan 

4 To 6: MeT
Owais Gul

SRINAGAR: The local Meteorological department here 
has issued a ‘yellow alert’ for January 5 and January 6, saying 
that heavy rain and snowfall is expected at the isolated 
places during the period.

According to the news agency—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), the MeT department has issued an alert, stating 
that there is a possibility of heavy rain and snowfall at 

the isolated places. “The disruption of traffic on higher 
reaches snow avalanches, landslides and shooting stones 
are expected on January 5 and 6,” the MeT has said.

In a detailed forecast, the weatherman has stated that 
on January 3, the weather is expected to remain generally 
cloudy with the possibility of light snow at isolated higher 
reaches.

KC NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR : In what 
could spark an outrage over 
recruitment process in Jammu 
& Kashmir, an investigation by 
the Anti- Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) has revealed that 109 
candidates secured lower marks 
than the cutoff marks in the job 
test in the Fire & Emergency 
Services Department in 2020, 
but were selected by showing 
them to have secured higher 

marks in the final selection 
list than the marks actually 

secured by them.
The premier anti-graft 

body also found that five 
real brothers from Budgam 
district, along with relatives 
of officials from the Fire and 
Emergency Services (F&ES) 
Department and candidates 
from the same localities, figured 
in the selection list.

In an official handout, as per 
news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), the ACB said 
that a manual review of the 
OMR sheets

KC NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: In a grand celebration 
of Jammu and Kashmir's rich cultural 
heritage, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 

inaugurated Winter Carnival at Pahalgam 
this evening.

The event, which draws attention to 
the picturesque beauty of the region and its 
vibrant cultural landscape, was held in the 

presence of several dignitaries, including 
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Kumar 
Chowdhary, former J&K Chief Minister 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Advisor to CM Nasir 
Aslam Wani and Member of Legislative 
Assembly (MLA) Pahalgam Altaf Ahmad 
Wani. The evening's proceedings began 
with an electrifying musical performance 
by the renowned artist Abha Hanjura, 
whose mesmerizing tunes and captivating 
stage presence brought the crowd to life.

The musical acts, combined with 
traditional cultural performances, set 
the tone for an unforgettable carnival 
experience.

Amit Shah said that Articles 
370 and 35A were obstacles, 

preventing Kashmir from being fully 
integrated with our country.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION Uri 
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER(Fresh to NIT No.82 sr.1) 

eNIT No.86 of 2024-25/7933-42/R&B Uri e-tendering DATED: 01-01-2025 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Item rate basis from  approved and eligible Contractors registered with 

J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the  following works:-  

 

S.No. 

NameofWork Adv. 

Cost 

(Rs. InLacs) 

CostofT/DOC 

(InRupees) 

E/Money Time for 

completion of  

work 

 

Time &Date 

of peningofBid 

 

ClassofCo

ntractor 

 

M.HofAccount 

1 2 3 4  5 6 7 8 

01 Construction of Salbed drain from H/o Nazir 

Ahmad Chahci up to H/o Bashir Ahmad  

Wathloo Ward No. 12 at MC Uri. 

2.98 200/- 5960/- 25 days 07.01.2025 
DEE 

 
IDMT 

 

Project Authority: Executive officer MC Uri 

Position of AAA/TS: Accorded/Sanctioned 

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities  (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of 

contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website  www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan debited under M.H-0059 in favour of  Executive Engineer R&B Division Uri 

(tender inviting authority) (The Date of Treasury Challan should bebetween the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date) pledged to Executive Engineer R&B 

Division Uri, (tender receiving authority).  

3. At the time of tendering, all the bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the AdvertisedCost in the form of CDR/FDR/ pledged to the tender 

receiving authority i.e. Executive Engineer R&B DivisionUri (The date of Earnest money should be between Date of Start of bid and bid submission End date). The 

successful (1st lowest) bidder will have to provide Performance security @ 5% of Allotted cost in shape ofCDR/FDR/BG at the time of contract award. The earnest 

money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only .after the submission of performance security of 5% of the total allotted cost which will be 

released after successful completion of the DLP. 

3 (a)Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01 Year be forwarded to 

Higher Authorities. 

3. (c) The Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be forfeited If:  

(i) Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in the terms and conditions of the bid.  

(ii) Failure of successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time period before issue of letter of intent.  

(iii) Successful Bidder fails to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.  

 

(iv) If at any stage of work, the Bidder back up from the contract, again the Performance security/EMD as well as work done claim will be forfeited. 

 

4. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders  automatically through an e-mail message on 

their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on  same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Uri(tender receiving 

authority).  

5. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids 

No.:-2024-25/7933-42 

Dated: 02-01-2025 

Sd/ 

Executive Engineer, 

R&B Division, Uri. 

1  Date of Issue of Tender Notice  01.01.2025 

2  Period of downloading of bidding documents  01.01.2025  from (01:00PM) to 07.01.2025 (02:00PM)  

3  Bid submission Start Date  01.01.2025  from (01:00 PM) 

4  Bid Submission End Date  07.01.2025 (02:00PM) 

5  Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)  07.01.2025 (03:00PM) in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Uri 

DIPK-10328/24

 
Government of Jammu & Kashmir (U T) 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
Machinery Division Kashmir, Mechanical & Hospital Engineering Department, Kashmir. 

│ Fax No: 0194-2497093 │ email: xenmds@gmail.com │ website: www.medkashmir.org │ 
 
                                                             Corrigendum 02  
                                                    For Date Extension. 

 
 

Name of work: -     SITC & ITC of sprinkler irrigation System including HDPE pipe/LLDPE pipeline /DG 
Set including allied fittings for Saffron Crop cultivated area at Bore well No. 124 and 
Bore well No. 109 under implementation of National Mission on Saffron  

 
Reference:               This office e-NIT No: - MDSK/TS /2024-25/83 Date:12-12-2024 

1. (Tender ID: 2024_PWDJK_267800_1) 
2. (Tender ID: 2024_PWDJK_267800_2) 

 
Due to no response, the critical dates of the above referred e-NIT are hereby extended as under: - 
S.No.             Description  Previous Dates Extended Dates 
01. Last date of downloading/ 

submission of bids 
01-01-2025 upto 06:55PM 09-01-2025 upto 06:55PM 

02. Date of opening of bids online 02-01-2025 at 02:00 PM 10-01-2025 at 02:00 PM 
All other terms, conditions and specifications as stipulated in the e-NIT shall remain unchanged. 
  
             
                                                                                                                         Sd/ 
                                                                                                             Executive Engineer 
                                                                                                     Machinery Division, Kashmir. 

 
 
 
No: MDSK/TS-217/5483-87                                  Date:  02 -01-2025. 
 
Copy to the: 
      1.    Chief Engineer, Mechanical & Hospital Engineering Department, Kashmir for information. 

        2.    Superintending Engineer, Mech. & Hospitals Circle Kashmir, Srinagar for information. 
3. Joint Director, Information Department, Srinagar for information with a request to publish 

the Corrigendum in any two leading local dailies well before the due date. 
4. Assistant Executive Engineer, Machinery Subdivision 1st Srinagar for information. 
5. AAO, MD, Kashmir for information.  

 
 

 

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (U T)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Machinery Division Kashmir, Mechanical 

& Hospital Engineering Department, Kashmir.
│ Fax No: 0194-2497093 │ email: xenmds@gmail.com │ website: www.medkashmir.org │

No: MDSK/TS-217/5483-87           
     Date: 02 -01-2025.

Sd/ Executive Engineer 
Machinery Division, Kmr.DIPK-10369/24

SC Notes ‘Scurrilous Allegations,
 Insinuations Against Judges’ In Plea 

Against Senior Designations
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on 

Thursday took exception to the “scurrilous 
and unfounded allegations” made in a 
plea against the conferment of senior 
designations to lawyers.

“How many judges can you name 
whose offsprings have been designated 
as senior counsel?” a bench of Justices 
B R Gavai and K V Viswanathan asked 
advocate Mathews J Nedumpara, who 
appeared for the petitioners.

Referring to the averments in the plea, 
the bench observed it had insinuations 
against the judges.

“We find that various scurrilous, 
unfounded allegations have been made 
against the institution,” it said.

Free and Fair Journalism Will Continue 
to be Important in 2025

You are crucial in ensuring that 
independent journalism thrives. Support 
us in delivering unbiased, in-depth stories 
that matter.

The bench referred to the averments 
made in the plea which read, “It is difficult, 
if not impossible, to find a judge sitting 

or retired, of the high court or Supreme 
Court, who has his offspring, brother, 
sister or nephew who has crossed the 
age of 40 remaining to be a plebeian 
lawyer.” The plea filed by Nedumpara and 
several others, including many practising 
advocates, raised a grievance against the 
senior designations conferred to lawyers.

During the hearing, Nedumpara, who 
offered to place certain data before the 
court, argued the bar was fearful of judges.

“Mr Nedumpara, this is a court of law. 
Not a boat club or Azad Maidan in Bombay 
(Mumbai) to make speeches. So, when 
you address a court of law, make legal 
arguments. Not the arguments only for 
the purpose of gallery,” said Justice Gavai.

The court said it was willing to grant 
him the liberty to amend the petition.

“If you do not amend the petition, we 
may take such steps as we find necessary,” 
it said.The bench said it would have 

proceeded with the matter, but Nedumpara 
wanted to reflect on the plea’s averments 
and consult with other petitioners on the 
future course of action.

“Are you going to delete these 
averments or not?” the bench said, “be 
very clear whether you are going to carry 
on with these scurrilous averments or 
not.” The petitioners were granted four 
weeks’ time.

The plea alleged the classification of 
lawyers into two categories and conferring 
a minority with “favours and privileges” 
was against the concept of equality and 
the ethos of the Constitution.

“The instant petition challenges 
Sections 16 and 23(5) of the Advocates 
Act which creates two classes of lawyers, 
senior advocates and other advocates 
which in actual practice has resulted in an 
unthinkable catastrophe and inequities 
which Parliament certainly would not 
have contemplated or foreseen,” it said.

The plea therefore sought quashing of 
the Delhi High Court’s recent conferment 
of senior designations to about 70 lawyers. 

BSF allowing infiltrators to 
enter India, idea is to destabilise 

Bengal, alleges Mamata
KOLKATA: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee on Thursday accused the Border Security 
Force of letting infiltrators from Bangladesh 
enter India and charged the BSF with trying to 
destabilise the state.

Stating that she could sense a “blueprint 
of the central government behind this attitude 
of the BSF”, Banerjee also accused a section of 

district magistrates and SPs of helping the border 
guards in their illegal act.

“We have got information that the BSF is 
letting infiltrators enter India through Islampur, 
Sitai, Chopra and several other bordering areas. 
The BSF is also torturing women and trying to 
destabilise the state,” she said at an administrative 
review meeting at the state secretariat ‘Nabanna’.

“Border security is not our responsibility 
and BSF looks after this. Visa is not our matter 
but that of the central government. We used to 
get the list of who were taking flights to come 
here, but now it has been stopped. So, we do not 
know who all are coming,” she said.

The Trinamool Congress supremo claimed 
that it was a conspiracy to blame the TMC for the 
infiltration issue.“If someone thinks of destabilising 
the state and blaming it on the Trinamool Congress, 
I would say that it is not done by TMC as (border) 
areas are controlled by the BSF and not by the 

TMC. Some media channels are trying to spread 
this for the sake of their TRP,” she said.

Banerjee also alleged that goons are entering 
the state from across the border, killing people 
and going back.

“This is a deep-rooted conspiracy of the BSF 
and the central government has a blueprint for it. 
If there was no blueprint of the Centre, it would 
not have happened,” she said.

Emphasising that West Bengal has been 
sharing a cordial relationship with Bangladesh, 
Banerjee went on to say that people could come 
to the state for treatment as she is keen to have 
peace on both sides of the international border.

“There is no bad relationship between the two 
Bengals (West Bengal and Bangladesh). We speak 
the same language and we follow a similar way 
of lifestyle. People across the border can come 
here for treatment. But we should be informed,” 
she stated.The CM asserted that she had told 
the Centre several times that she would follow 
whatever decision it would take on the situation 
in Bangladesh.“But if I see that someone is helping 
terrorism to disturb my state, we will have to 
protest,” Banerjee said adding that she would 
send a strongly worded letter to the Centre in 
this regard.“But why didn’t you people (DM, SPs) 
protest this act of the BSF? I will ask DGP Rajeev 
Kumar to find out through which spots they had 
entered the state and where these people stay. 
The police get information of infiltrations. But 
(a section of) the DMs and SPs have not shared 
any information with us. They have not carried 
out their responsibility properly,” Banerjee said.

The Bengal CM directed the DGP to share a 
detailed report on the matter as she has planned 
to send a protest letter to the Centre.

“Rajeev Kumar has shared some information 
and also some inputs from the locals. But I want 
detailed information on this to understand why 
this is being done. I will be writing a strong letter 
(to the Centre). I want to have peace on both 
sides of the border,” she said.

Nitish comes up with cryptic response 

after Lalu’s fresh offer to join INDIA bloc
PATNA: Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 

Kumar on Thursday came up with a 
cryptic response to RJD president Lalu 
Prasad’s offer to return to the INDIA bloc.

“Kya bol rahe hain (What are you 
saying)” was all the JD(U) boss said in 
reply to queries from journalists about 
Prasad’s fresh offer.

Kumar had aligned twice with the 
RJD, a constituent of the INDIA bloc, in 
the last one decade.

  Prasad’s son and heir apparent 
Tejashwi Yadav, however, sought to 
downplay the remarks made by his 
father, in an interview to a local news 
channel, claiming that the RJD supremo 
had merely tried to satisfy the curiosity 
of the prying media.

  Prasad had said, “Our doors are open 
(for Nitish). He should also unbolt his 
gates. This would facilitate movement 
of people from both sides”.

  The remark, coming in the backdrop 
of Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s 
stance on projecting the JD(U) supremo 
as NDA’s face in the assembly polls due 
in less than a year, triggered intense 
speculations in a section of the media 

here.
  Kumar was approached with 

queries by journalists at Raj Bhavan, 
where he attended the swearing-in 
ceremony of Arif Mohammad Khan 
as the new governor.

  Flanked by Khan and Deputy CM 
Samrat Choudhary (BJP on either side, 
Kumar folded his hands and smiled 
when his comments were sought on 
the offer from Prasad. Pressed further, 
he asked, “What are you saying”.

  When a pointed query was made, 
as to whether the state government 
would be able to complete its term, 
Khan intervened and said, “This is not 
the occasion for a question of this type. 
Today is a happy day. Let us only talk 
about good things”.

  Later, the posse of journalists 
approached Yadav, a former Deputy 
CM and the current leader of the 
opposition, who had also come to 
attend the function.

  The young leader, who had on 
Wednesday declared that the new 
year will see “departure” of the NDA 
government headed by Nitish Kumar, 
said: “I have already made my stand 
clear”.

When probed further, with reference 
to the utterances of his father, Yadav 
said, “What would he do if people like 
you keep coming to him with the same 
question? Whatever he said must have 
been aimed at putting an end to curiosity 
of you journalists.”Meanwhile, when 
questions about Prasad were posed 
to Union minister and former JD(U) 
president Rajiv Ranjan Singh “Lalan”, 
he snapped.

  “The NDA is strong. JD(U) and 
BJP are united. It is a free society and 
anybody can say whatever he pleases. 
It is for Lalu ji to say more on his own 
utterances”, he said.

  Lalan was perceived to have grown 
very close to the RJD supremo when 
Nitish Kumar was out of NDA. It was 
rumoured to have been the reason why 
the de facto JD(U) chief chose to take 
over as the president of the party. 

Rahul defamation 
case: Plaintiff cross-

examined
SULTANPUR (UP):  A special MP-MLA 

court in Sultanpur conducted a hearing on 
Thursday in a defamation case against Leader 
of Opposition Rahul Gandhi and further 
proceedings including cross-examination 
will continue on January 10, a lawyer said.

  The case pertains to an alleged 
objectionable remark made by Rae Bareli 
Congress MP about Union Home Minister Amit 

Shah during the 2018 Karnataka assembly 
elections, prompting a local BJP politician 
to file a complaint.

“Today, cross-examination of the 
complainant, Vijay Mishra, took place. As 
the questioning could not be completed, the 
next hearing has been scheduled for January 
10,” Gandhi’s lawyer Kashi Prasad Shukla said.

Mishra’s lawyer, Santosh Kumar Pandey, 
said, “Rahul Gandhi’s counsel cross-examined 
my client today regarding the defamation case. 
The next steps will proceed on January 10.”

The case was filed in 2018 by Mishra, a 
BJP politician and resident of Hanumanganj 
in Sultanpur’s Kotwali Dehat area. Mishra 
alleged that Gandhi’s remark on Shah during 
the Karnataka elections was offensive and had 
deeply hurt him.Over the past five years, the 
case underwent multiple proceedings, but 
Gandhi reportedly failed to appear in court. 
Consequently, in December 2023, a warrant 
was issued, compelling Gandhi to appear in 
the court. In February 2024, the Congress 
leader complied with the summons and the 
special magistrate granted him bail on two 
sureties of Rs 25,000 each.Following this, the 
court instructed him to record his statement, 
which was finally completed on July 26, 2024, 
though after multiple postponements.

I doubt if Modi Govt will

 last even for 2 years: Sanjay Raut
MUMBAI:  Shiv Sena (UBT) 

leader Sanjay Raut on Thursday said 
he is doubtful whether the central 
government led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will survive even for 
two years till 2026.

If the Modi government fails to 
complete its term, it would also trigger 
a political change in Maharashtra and 
other states, he claimed.

Talking to reporters, Raut also 
dismissed speculation that some Shiv 
Sena (UBT) leaders might jump the ship 
following the party’s poor showing 
in the November 2024 Maharashtra 
assembly polls.

He was responding to a question 
on buzz that Rajan Salvi, the former 
Rajapur MLA of Shiv Sena (UBT), might 
quit the Uddhav Thackeray-led party.

In the Lok Sabha polls held last 
year, the BJP-led National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) won 293 seats, 

comfortably above the majority mark 

of 272 in the 543-member House, 
paving the way for PM Modi to be at 
the helm for a third consecutive term.

         The BJP, however, fell well 
short of the majority and is dependent 
on allies, after enjoying a comfortable 
majority on its own in the previous 
two terms of the Modi government.

“My doubt remains whether the 

government at the Centre will survive 
till 2026. Modi will not complete his 
term, and when that happens, there 
will be changes not only in Maharashtra 
but also in other places (states),” Raut 
claimed.

  On speculation that Salvi might 
quit the Shiv Sena (UBT), the Rajya 
Sabha member said he spoke to the 
party leader, who has expressed 
disappointment over some local issues.

Raut said Uddhav Thackeray was 
in touch with Salvi, 

who had been a multiple-term 
MLA but lost the 2024 state assembly 
poll from Rajapur to rival Shiv Sena 
leader Kiran Samant.

  Asked about buzz that some Shiv 
Sena (UBT) leaders might switch over 
to other parties, Raut asserted there 
was no unrest in their party.

“This too shall pass. All days are 
not the same,” he added.

NIA sets 100pc
conviction record 
for 2024

NEW DELHI: The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) has 
achieved a remarkable milestone 
in 2024, securing a 100pc convic-
tion rate across 25 cases, resulting 
in the convictions of 68 accused.

This achievement underscores 
the agency’s unwavering com-
mitment to justice and national 
security.

According to an official press 
release dated December 31, 2024, 
this success stems from rigorous 
investigations and meticulous 
legal strategies, further solidifying 
the NIA’s reputation as one of In-
dia’s most effective investigative 
bodies. The agency focused on 
addressing Left Wing Extremism 
(LWE) and tackling high-profile 
cases throughout the year.Among 
the major achievements of 2024, 
the NIA registered 80 cases.

ED conducts raids at 8 places in 
Bengal in connection with Rs 1,000 

cr cyber fraud in Tamil Nadu

KOLKATA: Sleuths of the Enforce 
ment Directorate (ED) started conducting 
raids at eight locations across West Bengal 
on Thursday in connection with its probe 
into cyber frauds involving over Rs 1,000 
crore in Tamil Nadu, a senior officer said.
Raids are underway simultaneously at 
five places in Park Street, Salt Lake, and 
Baguihati areas in Kolkata and in three 

other locations in districts, he said.
During the raid in Salt Lake area, 

the ED sleuths detained a person for 
questioning, the officer said.“Our officers 
are now conducting raids at a flat in a high-
end residential complex in Baguihati,” he 
told PTI.Several people based in states in 
eastern India have been found involved 
in the crime, he added. 
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DC Baramulla signs MoU
 with NHPC for development 

of model border villages
BARAMULLA: District Development Commissioner Baramulla, Minga 

Sherpa, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with NHPC to 
implement the Creation of 5 Model Border Villages project under NHPC’s 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative.

The signing ceremony was attended by Chief Planning Officer Baram-
ulla, Javed Ahmad, and Sub-Divisional Magistrate Uri, Javed Ahmad Rath-
er.

This Rs 2.5 crore project, with Rs 1 crore allocated for FY 2024-25, fo-
cuses on upgrading critical infrastructure in border villages, including 
schools, health centers, Anganwadi Centres (AWCs), sanitation facilities, 
centralized housing quarters, and the installation of transformers.

The project is scheduled for completion within 8 months, with a pos-
sibility of time extensions based on valid justification.

The scope of work includes the upgradation of schools, health centers, 
and AWCs, enhancing sanitation facilities, construction of centralized 
housing quarters, and installation of transformers for improved electric-
ity access.

NHPC will provide Rs 1 crore in financial assistance for FY 2024-25, 
and the District Administration Baramulla will ensure the timely and ef-
fective execution of the project.

Speaking on the occasion, DC Baramulla emphasized the importance 
of such initiatives in empowering rural communities and enhancing in-
frastructure in remote areas. He lauded NHPC’s CSR efforts and reiterated 
the administration’s commitment to inclusive development.

Indian Army Felicitates 
Pencak Silat Champion Sheikh 

Mohammad Ibrahim
BHAT ZAHOOR

SRINAGAR: The Indian Army today proudly felicitated Master Sheikh 
Mohammad Ibrahim, a student of the Nirala Army Goodwill School, Mar-
gund for his exceptional achievement in winning the prestigious 5th 

Pencak Silat World Championship held in Abu Dhabi from 18-22 Decem-
ber 2024.

This remarkable accomplishment has brought immense pride not only 
to the school and the Army but also to the entire nation.

The felicitation ceremony was organized at HQ Manasbal Sector where 
Brigadier Vipul Tyagi , Commander Manasbal Sector felicitated  Master 
Sheikh Mohammad Ibrahim(Gold Medalist) and  Mr Tanveer Ahmed - Coach 
and Sports teacher at Nirala Army Goodwill School, Margund.

 Sheikh Mohammad Ibrahim , through dedication and perseverance, 
emerged victorious in 48- 52 kg weight category , showcasing extraordinary 
talent and sportsmanship on the global stage.

 Addressing the gathering, Brigadier Vipul Tyagi , Commander Manas-
bal Sector, commended Master Sheikh Mohammad Ibrahim for the hard 
work and determination that led to this remarkable feat. “His talent , 
perseverance and hardwork has earned him this remarkable feat and also 
reflects the high standards of education and opportunities provided at 
Army Goodwill Schools, which continue to empower students to excel in 
all fields.”The student and coach were presented with a sports hamper 
during the ceremony.

In his address, Master Sheikh Mohammad Ibrahim expressed gratitude 
to the Wussan Battalion of the Indian Army, teachers, and family for their 
unwavering support and guidance.

This achievement is yet another testimony to the Army’s commitment 
to nurturing young talent and encouraging excellence.

Cemtac Cements Hosts 
Distributors’ Meet: Unveils 
2025 Calendar and Honours 

Top Performers
Srinagar: Prominent cement manufacturing company, Cemtac Cements 

recently hosted a grand distributors’ meet titled “Mazboot Rishton Ki Nayi 
Pehchaan” to celebrate its strong network and unveil plans for the future. 
The event featured the launch of the 2025 company calendar, themed 
around old Kashmiri architecture, showcasing the region’s rich cultural 
heritage.

A key highlight of the meet was a recap of the company’s achievements 
in 2024 and an awards ceremony recognizing top-performing distributors. 
The top performer was presented with a Royal Enfield bike, the second 
place received an electric scooty, the third was gifted an iPhone 16, and 
other notable performers were rewarded with Home Appliances.

Imtiyaz Bhat, Sales and Marketing Head of Cemtac Cements, addressed 
the gathering, discussing the company’s rebranding initiatives and strate-
gic plans for 2025. He emphasized the company’s commitment to sustain-
ability and highlighted upcoming Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
projects in education and healthcare.

“This meet symbolizes our gratitude and dedication to building stron-
ger relationships with our distributors while shaping a brighter, sustainable 
future,” Bhat remarked.

The event marked another step in Cemtac Cements’ journey of growth 
and community impact, setting the tone for an ambitious and responsible 
2025.

Snowfall Cripples Connectivity and Daily Life in Gurez Valley
‘Snow clearance efforts underway, progress hindered by relentless weather conditions’

DC Bandipora  takes
 stock of snow clearance

 &  essential services
BANDIPORA: Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, Manzoor Ahmad 

Qadri along with Additional Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, Zaffar 

Husson Shawl on Thursday conducted a comprehensive visit to Ban-
dipora town besides  other remote areas to evaluate snow clearance 
operations and assess the overall post-snowfall situation in the district.

During the visit, the DC assessed the snow clearance operations, 
reviewed progress, and urged the concerned agencies to accelerate 
the process.

He said that the district administration is fully prepared to address 
the challenges brought by the snowfall.

M.A. Qadri reviewed the restoration of essential services, including 
power supply, water supply and healthcare facilities. On the occasion, 
he emphasized the importance of swift and efficient restoration to 
minimize disruptions for residents. 

He focused on ensuring uninterrupted electricity, availability of 
clean drinking water, and the readiness of healthcare centres to han-
dle emergencies. 

While assessing the efforts of different departments involved in 
snow clearance operations, the DC emphasised respective departments 
to prioritize critical areas and address any bottlenecks promptly.

Later, the Deputy Commissioner paid a visit to District Hospital 
Bandipora to assess the quality of patient care services.

During his visit, he interacted with the staff and patients to gain 
firsthand insights into their experiences and concerns.

Medical Superintendent Bandipora briefed the Deputy Commis-
sioner about the range of medical services being provided and the 
current status of healthcare delivery.

On the occasion,  the DC inspected various wards to assess the 
condition of facilities and took stock of the availability of essential 
medicines. He emphasized the need for maintaining adequate stock 
levels and ensuring seamless healthcare services, particularly during 
adverse weather conditions.

During the visit, the DC was accompanied by AD FCS&CA Dr. Nas-
eer Ahmad, CMO Dr.Rafi Ahmad Salathi,  Executive Engineer R&B/
PMGSY Mohammad Hussain,  Executive Engineer PHE/I&FC Mutayib 
Bashir and  others.

Broken Promises, Missed Deadlines: JJM Yet to 
Provide Clean Drinking Water to Nadihal Residents

Anantnag's Suhail Farooq Publishes 
Debut Book on Transformation and Resilience

DC Kupwara 
takes detailed

 tour of Lolab sub 
division

KUPWARA: Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, 
Ayushi Sudan today held a detailed tour of Lolab 
sub division and took stock of the arrangements 
for conduct of the Lolab Snow Festival and other 
functioning of essential services after recent 
snowfall.

SDM Lolab, Javaid Masoodi and Tehsildar So-
gam accompanied the Deputy Commissioner.

During the tour, the Deputy Commissioner 
visited Kariwan Dever where the Snow Festival 
by District Administration is scheduled to be held.

She inspected the facilities to be provided to 
the people who will visit the place during the 
snow festival and directed the concerned officers 
to ensure fool proof arrangements in place so that 
the visitors will enjoy the different activities dur-

ing the festival. 
Talking to media persons, the Deputy Com-

missioner appealed the 
people to come in large 
number to enjoy the 
scenic beauty of Lolab 
during the Snow Festival 
adding that the District 
Administration Kupwara 
has made adequate ar-
rangements to make the 
Festival more vibrant 
and successful.  

She also inspected 
the snow clearance op-
eration going on major 
roads of Lolab sub divi-
sion. 

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also paid a sur-
prise visit to Sub District 
Hospital Sogam during 
which she inspected the 

functioning of all sections of the hospital which 
include OPD, IPD, Dialysis Unit, Labour Room, 

USG, X-Ray, Jan Aushadi Store, Pharmacy, Oph-
thalmology and Dental Section.

 She interacted with the patients and attendants 
and enquired about the services provided by the 
Hospital.  The DC also interacted with the Doctors 
and Para medical staff and enjoined upon them 
to ensure seamless functioning of the hospital so 
that the people living in far flung areas of Lolab 
sub division do not face any inconvenience in 
getting proper healthcare services. 

 She also enquired from the BMO regarding 
the availability of essential drugs and was informed 
that sufficient stock of drugs are available in the 
hospital to cater the needs of the patients. 

The Deputy Commissioner on her visit to 
Kariwan Dever, inspected newly established Re-
ceiving Station Diver while she got feedback 
from the concerned officials regarding the 
power supply schedule to different areas falling 
under the Receiving Station. She directed the 
officials to ensure adherence to curtailment 
schedule so that the people are provided elec-
tricity as per schedule.

AADIL ABDULLAH

Bandipora: Heavy snowfall blan-
keted Gurez Valley in Bandipora district 
on Thursday, disrupting daily life and 
forcing the closure of the Gurez-Bandi-
pora road to all traffic.

Officials said that the Gurez region 
received approximately six inches of fresh 
snow, with ongoing precipitation ex-
pected to increase the total accumulation. 

They said the snowfall affected key 
areas such as Dawar, Kanzalwan, Kilshay, 
and Tulail, leaving the valley under a 
thick white blanket. Strong winds ac-
companying the snowfall made travel 
conditions treacherous, prompting au-

thorities to halt all vehicular movement 
along the Gurez-Bandipora route. 

“Snowfall, coupled with strong winds, 
has made road travel extremely hazard-
ous, and the area continues to experience 
heavy precipitation,” they said. 

Moreover, in response, snow clearance 
machinery has been deployed to restore 
connectivity within the valley, though 
progress remains slow due to the per-
sistent adverse weather. 

Notably, harsh winter conditions have 
left residents struggling, with normal 
life coming to a standstill. Authorities 
have urged people to remain indoors 
and avoid unnecessary travel until the 
weather improves.

ABDUL BASIT

BANDIPORA: Residents of Nadihal village 
of Bandipora have expressed deep concerns 
as the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) Bandipora 
has missed several deadlines for providing 
clean drinking water to the area.

Residents of Nadihal village in Bandip-
ora have expressed deep concerns and anger 
as JJM Bandipora failed to provide clean 
drinking water during the harsh winter 
months. Locals allege that while filtration 
plants are functioning in other parts of the 
district, Nadihal continues to receive non-
potable water.

The Jal Jeevan Mission was launched 
nationally by the Government of India on 
August 15, 2019, with the goal of providing 
safe and adequate drinking water to all rural 
households through individual household 
tap connections (FHTC) by 2024. In Kashmir, 
the implementation of JJM began around 
the same time, as part of this nationwide 
initiative. The estimated total outlay for JJM 
in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) was around 

₹4,000 crore.
A resident, speaking to the Kashmir Con-

vener, expressed concerns about the lack of 
filtration plants, forcing them to drink 

muddy water. He said, "Whenever it rains, 
we receive water that isn’t even fit for wash-
ing hands. We have been using this con-
taminated water for the past 35 years, despite 
the government allocating a filtration plant 
for our village. However, the project has 
missed several deadlines, leaving us with 

non-potable water to drink during this harsh 
winter.

Ghulam Mohideen Bhat, a local resident 
of Nadihal village, said that despite spending 

a substantial amount of ₹4.6 
crore on the construction of 
a filtration tank and steel 
pipes, access to potable wa-
ter remains a distant dream. 
We still fetch drinking water 
from a nearby spring because 
the Jal Jeevan Mission filtra-
tion plant has yet to become 
functional. Despite numerous 
requests to the concerned 
department, our concerns 
have always been ignored 
or met with unsatisfactory 

responses.
Residents have appealed to the Deputy 

Commissioner Manzoor Ahmad Qadri for 
urgent assistance and immediate action to 
address the water crisis.

Numerous calls and messages to the Jal 
Jeevan Mission officials went unanswered.

MUQEET MUBASHIR

SRINAGAR: Suhail Farooq, a law stu-
dent at Kashmir University, has recent-
ly published his debut book, "From a 
Victim to a Lawyer: A Societal Pressure".

The book narrates a story of trans-
formation, focusing on the struggles faced 
by individuals trapped in societal chal-
lenges and criminal influences.

Hailing from Aishmuqam in Anant-
nag, Suhail has become the first author 
from his village, marking a significant 
milestone in his community. While talk-
ing to Kashmir Convener Suhail shared 
that writing has been a lifelong passion 
for him and this book represents the 
culmination of years of his dedication 
and hard work.

The narrative of "From a Victim to a 
Lawyer" centers around a protagonist 
who faces numerous societal pressures 
and the daunting challenges posed by a 
life influenced by crime. However, through 
the themes of self-awareness, education, 
and unwavering determination, the 

character embarks on a transformative 
journey, ultimately discovering a renewed 
sense of purpose as an advocate for jus-

tice. This story not only highlights the 
individual's resilience but also resonates 
with broader social issues, aiming to 
inspire readers who may find themselves 
confronting similar adversities in their 
own lives.

Suhail credits his success to the un-

wavering support of his parents and close 
friends, who have been instrumental 
throughout his journey of writing and 

publishing this book. Their encour-
agement and belief in my vision played 
a significant role and helped me bring 
this work to an accomplishment, 
Suhail mentioned.

"My book is a tribute to the pow-
er of education and living a life of 
purpose rooted in integrity and jus-
tice," Suhail said. "I hope the book 
reaches a wide audience, particu-
larly those with a background in law, 
as the theme is very personal to me", 
he added.

With the publication of this debut 
book, Suhail not only paves the way 
for aspiring writers of his village but 

also sends a powerful message about 
resilience, hope, and the transformative 
power of education. His journey serves 
as an inspiration for many, proving that 
with determination and support, it is 
possible to overcome life's challenges 
and emerge as a beacon of change.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Inner Brilliance: A Tribute to
 Rare and Beautiful Minds

 

Dr. Reyaz Ahmad

In a world inundated with images of physical beauty, 
the adage "Pretty faces are everywhere, but pretty minds 
are rare" resonates with profound significance. While 
society often celebrates external appearances, it is the 
depth of character, intellect, and emotional intelligence 
that truly defines a person's worth. This article delves 
into the essence of inner beauty, exploring why cultivat-
ing a beautiful mind is not only essential for personal 
growth but also for fostering a more compassionate and 
understanding society.

The Allure of Physical Beauty

From the glossy pages of magazines to the curated 
feeds of social media, we are constantly bombarded with 
representations of physical beauty. The allure of a pretty 
face can be captivating, often leading to admiration and 
attention. However, this superficial appreciation can be 
fleeting. Physical beauty, while it may open doors and 
create initial impressions, does not guarantee lasting 
connections or meaningful relationships. It is a façade 
that can easily fade with time, age, or circumstance.

Moreover, the obsession with physical beauty can 
lead to detrimental effects on mental health. Individu-
als may feel pressured to conform to unrealistic beauty 
standards, resulting in anxiety, low self-esteem, and body 
image issues. This societal fixation on appearance can 
overshadow the importance of nurturing our minds and 
character, leading to a culture that values superficiality 
over substance.

The Essence of a Beautiful Mind

In stark contrast, a beautiful mind is characterized 
by qualities such as empathy, creativity, intelligence, 
and resilience. It encompasses the ability to think criti-
cally, to understand and appreciate diverse perspectives, 
and to engage in meaningful conversations. A beautiful 
mind is not merely about academic prowess; it is about 
emotional depth and the capacity to connect with others 
on a profound level.

Individuals with beautiful minds inspire those around 
them. They challenge conventional thinking, encourage 
innovation, and foster an environment where ideas can 
flourish. Their insights and wisdom often leave a lasting 
impact, shaping the thoughts and actions of others. In 
a world that can sometimes feel disconnected, these 
individuals serve as beacons of hope and understanding.

The Importance of Nurturing Inner Beauty

Cultivating a beautiful mind requires intentional 
effort and self-reflection. It involves embracing lifelong 
learning, seeking knowledge, and being open to new 
experiences. Engaging with literature, art, and diverse 
cultures can expand our horizons and deepen our un-
derstanding of the world. Moreover, practicing empathy 
and kindness can enhance our emotional intelligence, 
allowing us to connect with others in meaningful ways.

In addition, mindfulness practices such as medita-
tion and journaling can help individuals develop self-
awareness and emotional regulation. These practices 
encourage introspection, allowing us to understand 
our thoughts and feelings better, ultimately leading to 

a more profound connection with ourselves and others.
In a society that often prioritizes external validation, 

it is crucial to shift our focus towards nurturing our inner 
selves. This transformation begins with self-acceptance 
and the recognition that our worth is not defined by our 
appearance but by our thoughts, actions, and the impact 
we have on others.

The Ripple Effect of Beautiful Minds

When we prioritize the development of beautiful 

minds, we contribute to a ripple effect that can transform 
communities and societies. Individuals who embody in-
ner beauty are more likely to engage in acts of kindness, 
advocate for social justice, and inspire others to pursue 
their passions. They create spaces where collaboration 
and understanding thrive, fostering a culture of respect 
and inclusivity.

Furthermore, as we celebrate and uplift those with 
beautiful minds, we challenge societal norms that equate 
worth with physical appearance. This shift can lead to 
a more compassionate world, where individuals are 
valued for their contributions, ideas, and character rather 
than their looks.

The Role of Society in Changing Perceptions of 
Beauty

Society plays a pivotal role in shaping perceptions 
of beauty. Media representation, cultural narratives, and 
community values all contribute to how beauty is defined 
and understood. By promoting diverse representations of 
beauty that encompass various body types, ethnicities, 
and abilities, society can challenge the narrow standards 
that have long dominated.

Media Influence: The media has a profound impact 

on societal perceptions of beauty. By showcasing a broader 
range of beauty standards—such as featuring models of 
different sizes, ages, and backgrounds—media can help 
dismantle the unrealistic ideals that often prevail. Cam-
paigns that celebrate natural beauty and authenticity can 
encourage individuals to embrace their unique qualities.

Education and Awareness: Educational institutions 
can play a crucial role in reshaping beauty standards 
by incorporating discussions about body positivity, 
self-acceptance, and the importance of inner qualities. 
Workshops and programs that promote emotional intel-

ligence and critical thinking can empower individuals 
to challenge societal norms and appreciate the beauty 
of diverse minds.

Community Engagement: Grassroots movements 
and community initiatives can foster environments 
that celebrate inner beauty. By organizing events that 
highlight talents, creativity, and intellectual achieve-
ments, communities can shift the focus from physical 
appearance to the richness of character and intellect. 
Celebrating achievements in arts, sciences, and social 
contributions can inspire individuals to value their minds 
over their looks.

Influencer Responsibility: Social media influencers 
and public figures have a responsibility to promote positive 
messages about beauty. By sharing their own journeys 
of self-acceptance and emphasizing the importance 
of mental and emotional well-being, they can inspire 
their followers to prioritize inner beauty. Authenticity 
in sharing struggles and triumphs can create a more 
relatable and supportive environment.

Cultural Shifts: As society evolves, so too do its val-
ues. Movements advocating for body positivity, mental 
health awareness, and emotional intelligence are gaining 
momentum. These cultural shifts encourage individuals 
to redefine beauty in a way that encompasses kindness, 

intelligence, and creativity, rather than mere physical 
attributes.

The Role of Education and Mentorship

Education plays a pivotal role in shaping beautiful 
minds. Schools and institutions should prioritize not 
only academic excellence but also the development of 
critical thinking, creativity, and emotional intelligence. 
Encouraging students to engage in discussions, debates, 
and collaborative projects can foster an environment 

where diverse ideas are valued and explored.

Mentorship is another crucial aspect of nurturing 
beautiful minds. When experienced individuals guide 
and support younger generations, they can instill values 
of curiosity, resilience, and empathy. Mentors can help 
mentees navigate challenges, encouraging them to em-
brace their unique perspectives and talents.

Conclusion: Embracing the Rarity of Beautiful Minds

In conclusion, while pretty faces may be ubiquitous, 
the rarity of beautiful minds is a reminder of the qualities 
that truly matter. As we navigate a world often fixated 
on external appearances, let us strive to cultivate our 
inner beauty and appreciate the minds that inspire 
us. By doing so, we not only enrich our own lives but 
also contribute to a more thoughtful, empathetic, and 
understanding society. In the end, it is the beauty of our 
minds that will leave a lasting legacy, shaping the world 
for generations to come.

Author is Faculty of Mathematics, Department 
of General Education SUC, Sharjah, UAE. He can be 

mailed at reyaz56@gmail.com

 ELECTRIC 
VEHICLES

The Government of India has 
made significant strides in promoting 
sustainable mobility, placing special 
emphasis on affordable and eco-
friendly public transportation options 
for the masses. A cornerstone of this 
initiative is the Faster Adoption and 
Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric 
Vehicles in India (FAME-India) Scheme, 
aimed at accelerating the transition to 
electric mobility. Since its inception in 
2015, the scheme has evolved into a 
robust framework for incentivizing electric 
vehicles (EVs) and establishing essential 
infrastructure, ushering in a greener and 
more sustainable transportation era.

The first phase of FAME was a 
foundational step, rolled out for two 
years starting April 1, 2015. Following 
its success, the scheme’s second 
phase, FAME-II, was launched in 2019 
with an ambitious outlay of ₹11,500 
crore. Beyond financial incentives, the 
FAME-II scheme has supported pivotal 
policy measures, including reducing 
the GST on EVs and facilitating the 
formulation of state-specific EV policies. 
A noteworthy aspect of FAME-II is its 
phased manufacturing program, which 
encourages domestic production of EV 
components and reduces reliance on 
imports. With an expenditure of ₹8,844 
crore under FAME-II—comprising 
₹6,577 crore for subsidies, ₹2,244 
crore for capital assets, and ₹23 crore 
for other expenses—the government 
has demonstrated its unwavering focus 
on fostering an EV ecosystem. The 
scheme’s progress has positioned India 
as a key player in sustainable mobility, 
significantly reducing the nation’s carbon 
footprint while creating new economic 
opportunities in the EV sector. As India 
accelerates its transition to green mobility, 
the success of FAME-II sets the stage 
for deeper investments in clean energy 
transportation solutions. However, to 
fully capitalize on these gains, there is 
a need for consistent policy support, 
rapid infrastructure development, and 
increased public awareness about the 
environmental and economic benefits of 
EVs. With the right blend of innovation, 
collaboration, and governance, India 
can pave the way for a sustainable 
transportation future that resonates 
globally.

‘Contractual Conundrum’: Mariya’s Hunt to Stability
By: Zeeshan Ahad

‘A young mother trapped in a job limbo, struggles to 
meet her dream job. Within time she nourishes, outshines 
in a teaching profession’

Srinagar: Back in the Autum of 2013, Mariya Bashir, 
24 years old from Rainawari, Srinagar was looking at the 
setting sun when the sun was gone but not its light. She 
was thinking about her future job, after qualifying her PG 
in Computers from IUST, Awantipora.

Her high hopes, eager young mind had implanted a 
working soul in her, nurturing her to land in a government 
job. But her fate surpasses with a test, when she was offered 
to join ITI, Srinagar as a Contractual Instructor.

For Mariya joining the ITI on contractual basis wasn’t less 
then walking on a naked sword. As for her she could hold-out 
herself for the government job she had dreamed of, but the 
path which leads her dream was full of uncertain delays.

With ‘heavy resentment’, Mariya braced herself for 
the journey, accepted the Job, hoping to get permanent 
within some upcoming years. Though, a decade passed 
out since she had joined the ITI, her hope to get permanent 
still hangs up in vain.

“Ten years were more than enough to let me getting 
a permanent designation here,” Mariya tells the reporter, 
while leaning back to her chair.

“For the sense of purpose, working as a contractual 
doesn’t offer Job security,” she continues.

“A low salary doesn’t represent my worth, but it rep-
resents all the efforts I had made since 2013,” she told the 
reporter with a staid look.

“My struggles can’t define me, but my strengths will,” 
she further continues.

At present, Mariya Bashir, 36, married and the mother 
of Duo’s continues to work determinedly as a contractual 
Instructor at ITI Srinagar, earning a salary of rupees 20,000 
per month.

Though, according to Mariya, during her last 10 years 
of working as a Contractual Instructor, she had approached 

the government officials many times to let her secure the 
permanent position. Nonetheless, her appeals didn’t bare 
any positive outcome.

“Approaching the Officials is totally a vague,” she told 
the reporter with pale look.

“Sometimes it seems that we ‘contractual workers’ 
didn’t exist for them,” she further added.

“Right now, age criteria rules, after crossing the eligibility 
norms, I can’t even apply for any other position. Administra-

tion must sound on our cases,” she explains to the reporter.
From some recent years, contractual and outsourced 

employment is transforming the Job market in J&K. These 
jobs offer limited security and typically lasts for few months 
to a year, with no guarantee of regularization. According to 
Aspirants, this shift in employment undermines job security 
and career growth. And administration must address this issue 
so that the aspirants must have a stable career opportunity.

Moreover, as per Mariya facing numerous uncertain-

ties like the renewal assistance and the lack of permanent 
position doesn’t let her to compromise with the teaching 
passion she holds out.

With a new dawn, between the unexpected twists and 
turns, 36 years old Mariya Bashir, starts paving her way 
towards the ITI, Srinagar. Upon her arrival, Mariya Bashir 
dressed in a Kashmiri attire starts folding-up her Pheran 
Cuffs, she wisely picks notes from her Handbag, up-holds a 
pen and starts the lecture.

While Mariya, digging down her lecture, a life-time 
memories and determination for teaching carves on her face.

“Life is full of unforeseen turns. Sometimes the path 
we choose didn’t lead us to our destiny, but still leads us 
towards transformation and learning,” she finally concluded 

with a sanguine smile.
On the Babedemb road, the motor vehicles are echoing 

with the cacophony sounds. Beneath the Winter Sun, Mariya 
Bashir, tired-out from her busy day, waits for her bus. Sooner 
a bus pulls up, Mariya hurries in. Between the hustle-bustle, 
her eyes spot a vacant chair, she sits on it. As the bus heads 
forward, Mariya rests her back patiently, breathing calmly, 
her heart adores to meet her Dou daughters, whom she had 
promised candies and chocolates, she smiles with herself 
and hopes for a better tomorrow.

 Zeeshan Ahad is an independent journalist based 
in J&K’s Capital Srinagar-India. He can be reached via 

zeeshanahad26@gmail.com.

From some recent years,
 contractual and outsourced 
employment is transforming the
 Job market in J&K. These jobs offer 
limited security and typically lasts
 for few months to a year, with no 
guarantee of regularization. 
According to Aspirants, this shift in 
employment undermines job 
security and career growth. And 
administration must address this 
issue so that the aspirants must 
have a stable career opportunity.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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DLSA Srinagar, Budgam 

organise training prog for Legal 

Service Unit for Children

DC Pulwama chairs DLC meet for verification
 of PDS beneficiaries database

PULWAMA: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Pulwama, Dr. Basharat 
Qayoom, chaired a meeting for review and verification of beneficiaries 
enrolled in the Public Distribution System (PDS) database.

During the meeting, the Deputy Commissioner reviewed the 
current status of the PDS database, ensuring the accuracy of records 
and identifying discrepancies, if any.

He stressed the importance of streamlining the system to 
ensure that all deserving beneficiaries receive their entitlements 
under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) and other welfare 
schemes in alignment with the latest population projections as 
mandated by rules for inclusion of beneficiaries in existing households 
and exclusion as per the criteria laid down by rules.

DC outlined a multi-tiered approach to verification, involving 
the District-Level Committee, the Tehsil-Level Committee and the 
Village-Level Committee. These committees will work in coordination 

to thoroughly verify beneficiaries and weed out ineligible individuals, 
ensuring that only deserving citizens receive the benefits and 
inclusion of eligible left out members in the Households.

He  further instructed that grievances from the public regarding 

PDS benefits be resolved on priority to maintain transparency and 
accountability in the system. He called for enhanced coordination 
between the Revenue and FCS&CA departments to ensure the 
proper categorization of beneficiaries.

Dr. Qayoom further urged all stakeholders to collaborate effectively 
and adhere to strict timelines for completing the verification 
process. He stressed the importance of transparency and accountability 
in delivering public welfare services. The meeting was attended 
by senior officials, including the Assistant Commissioner Revenue 
(ACR) Pulwama(Member Secretary), Assistant Commissioner 
Development (ACD) Pulwama, District Social Welfare Officer 
(DSWO) Pulwama, Assistant Director FCS &CA Pulwama, all Tehsildars 
and other concerned officers. The meeting concluded with a 
commitment to ensure efficient service delivery and improving 
the overall functioning of the PDS in the district.
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DLSA Kulgam holds   prog for
 implementation of NALSA Schemes 2024

Vision 2047: Srinagar Charts Path for 25 Years of Sustainable Growth

SRINAGAR: In order to review the Action Plan 
regrading vision document 2047 for carrying out 
development process in Srinagar District over next 
25 years, a meeting was held on the directions of 
Deputy Commissioner(DC) Srinagar Dr Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat here today in the Meeting Hall of DC 
Office Complex.

Besides, Chief Planning Officer Srinagar, Fayaz 
Ahmad Dar, the meeting was attended by General 
Manager DIC, Deputy Director Employment, Assistant 

Commissioner Development, Assistant Commissioner 
Revenue and other Officers of line Departments.

During the meeting a comprehensive discussion 
was held involving key departmental goals aimed at 
transforming the District into a model of progress 
and sustainability.

The participants were sensitized about the objectives 
of the Vision document 2047 with detailed roadmap 
of all the sectors to be followed till 2047 for development 
and all other aspects with focused attention on 

connectivity, modern infrastructure, protection of 
environment, transparent governance keeping 
community at the core of all the developmental process.

On the occasion, it was impressed upon all the 
Officers to furnish a comprehensive Action Plan along 
with the objectives to be achieved. The Officers were 
also asked to incorporate sector wise strategies to 
meet specific targets with focus on local resource 
utilization, private investment and involvement of 
community for inclusive development.

DC Shopian takes stock
 of arrangements for Winter 

Carnival Dubjan  
SHOPIAN: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Shopian, Mohammad 

Shahid Saleem Dar, today visited Dubjan along the Mughal 
Road to oversee preparations for the  Winter Carnival, 
scheduled to be held on  January 11th & 12th.

This event aims to promote tourism, culture, and 
community engagement in the district.

The Winter Carnival, named "NAGRAI HEEMAL," is set 
to feature a variety of activities, including snow crafts, 
snow igloos, ice sports, competitions for children, and 
exhibitions of local cuisine and arts. The district administration 
is coordinating efforts across various departments to ensure 
the event's success.During his visit, DC emphasized the 
importance of effective planning and collaboration among 
departments to provide a memorable experience for 
participants and to showcase the unique cultural and natural 
attractions of Shopian.

 The district administration invites locals and tourists 
to participate in the Winter Carnival and experience the 
diverse activities planned, aiming to make it a significant 
annual event in Shopian's cultural calendar. Additional 
District Development Commissioner, Dr. Nasir Ahmed Lone, 
ADC, Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz, ACR,  Shakoor Ahmed Dar and 
other concerned accompanied the Deputy Commissioner.

 Amidst inclement weather, 
DC Kupwara deputes officers 

to review health facilities
KUPWARA: In view of the continued cold weather 

following snowfall, Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, Ayushi 
Sudan, deputed Tehsildar Zachaldara, to conduct inspection 
of hospitals within the territorial jurisdiction of Tehsil 
Zachaldara. During the inspection, Tehsildar Zachaldara 
interacted with patients, hospital staff, and administrators 
to assess the quality of healthcare services being provided.

He enquired about the availability of medical facilities, 
equipment, and essential medicines, ensuring that patients 
receive comprehensive healthcare services. Similarly, 
following the directions of the Deputy Commissioner, 
Tehsildar Handwara, along with the Revenue team conducted 
market checking in Handwara on Thursday.       During the 
inspection, Tehsildar Handwara visited various markets to 
inspect the rates of essential commodities.Throughout the 
drive, erring shopkeepers were fined on the spot and directed 
to keep fresh vegetables available in the market. 

SRINAGAR: District Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA) Srinagar, in collaboration with DLSA 
Budgam, organized a two-day orientation 
training programme for the members of the 
Legal Service Unit for Children (LSUC) for the 
implementation of the NALSA Child-Friendly 
Legal Services for Children Scheme 2024.

The event, held under the chairmanship of 
Jaffer Hussain Beg, Chairman 
DLSA Srinagar/Principal District 
& Sessions Judge, Srinagar, and  
Om Prakash Baghat, Chairman 
DLSA Budgam/Principal District 
& Sessions Judge, Budgam, aimed 
to enhance the understanding 
and execution of the NALSA 
Scheme 2024. 

The training programme was 
inaugurated at the ADR Centre, 
District Court Complex, Budgam, 
by Om Prakash Baghat in the 
presence of officials and members of the Legal 
Services Unit of DLSA Budgam.

Masarat Shaheen, a retired judicial officer 
and mentor of the committee, addressed the 
participants virtually, emphasizing the pivotal 
role of the scheme in creating child-friendly 
legal services. She highlighted the need for a 
compassionate approach in addressing the 
legal needs of children.  Nusrat Ali Hakak, Civil 
Judge (Sr. Division) and Secretary DLSA Srinagar/
DLSA Budgam, elaborated on the objectives of 
the orientation programme.

She stressed the importance of equipping 
participants with the knowledge and tools 
required for effective implementation of the 
scheme, ensuring justice reaches the most 
vulnerable sections of society. 

Advocate Gazala Mumtaz and Mr. Sharooq 
Ahmad Bhat, members of the LSUC for the 
implementation of the NALSA Scheme 2024, 

shared their practical experiences in the field.
They discussed real-world challenges and 

best practices to address the legal needs of 
children effectively. 

Members of the Legal Services Unit for 
Children from both DLSA Srinagar and Budgam 
actively participated in the discussions, sharing 
insights and experiences. The virtual participation 
of Budgam LSUC members enriched the discourse, 
contributing to a broader understanding of the 
scheme’s objectives and strategies for its 
successful implementation.

DC Pulwama Reviews Road Safety

KULGAM: DLSA Kulgam held 
an overview Orientation 
Training Programme for 
implementation of the NALSA 
Schemes 2024

District Legal Services 

Authority (DLSA) Kulgam held 
an overview programme on 
Orientation Training Programme 
for the members of the Legal 
Service Unit for Persons with 
Mental Illness and Persons with 
Intellectual Disabilities (LSUM) 
and Legal Services Unit for 
Children (LSUC).

The event was held under 

the Chairmanship of Aijaz 
Ahmed Khan, Chairman DLSA 
Kulgam/Pr. District & Sessions 
Judge, Kulgam and under the 
supervision of Mehreen 
Mushtaq, Chief Judicial 

M a g i s t ra te /
Secretary, DLSA 
Kulgam and in 
presence of 
A d d i t i o n a l 
District and 
Sessions Judge 
Parvaiz Iqbal and 
was attended by 
Mentor/ Advisor 

of Committee (Retired Judicial 
Officer) Mohammad Ashraf 
Bhat and members of the Said 
units.

The initiative aims to 
enhance the understanding and 
implementation of the NALSA 
Scheme 2024.

 Mohammad Ashraf Bhat 
(Retired Judicial Officer) advisor/

mentor of the committee, 
addressed the participants 
virtually.

He emphasized the need 
for effective implementation 
of the scheme and provided 
valuable insights on the role 
of LSUM and LSUC in bridging 
the gap between the legal system 
and vulnerable individuals.

The Resource Person for the 
programme Basit Farooq 
Assistant LADC provided 
insights of the Schemes and 
the purposes for which the Units 
have been constituted.

The Chairman DLSA-Kulgam  
Aijaz Ahmed Khan emphasized 
upon the fact that there is a 
need to work with dedication 
for realizing the purposes of 
these Schemes and for proper 
coordination amongst different 
Units and stakeholders so that 
the real objectives of the scheme 
are fulfilled.

DDC launches Baseline Survey under 
Mission Yuva in Baramulla

BARAMULLA:Distr ict 
Development Commissioner 
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa today 
launched the baseline survey 
under Mission Yuva at 
Dakbanglow Baramulla, a key 
initiative aimed at empowering 
youth and fostering 
entrepreneurship across the 

district.
survey will identify 

unemployed, under-employed, 
and aspiring entrepreneurs, 
providing valuable data to frame 
interventions such as loans, skill 
development programs, and 
other support mechanisms.

The survey to be conducted 
through a door-to-door approach, 
will cover all Panchayats, Blocks, 
and Villages in Baramulla.

A team of 75 supervisors and 

1,500 investigators will be 
working to gather real-time data 
on the needs, aspirations, and 
challenges faced by the youth.

Speaking at the launch, the 
DDC emphasized the importance 
of the baseline survey in shaping 
the future of youth empowerment 
in the district. “This survey will 

help us understand the specific 
needs and potential of our youth. 
Based on the data collected, we 
will provide them with tailored 
support through Mission Yuva, 
ensuring that every aspiring 
individual has the opportunity 
to succeed,” the DC stated.

Mission Yuva is structured 
around four strategic pillars 
Culture, Capital, Capacity, and 
Connectivity to provide a holistic 
framework for youth 

empowerment and 
entrepreneurship. These pillars 
are designed to create an 
ecosystem where youth can 
access financial resources, 
enhance their skills, preserve 
their cultural identity, and 
connect with relevant networks 
to fuel their success.

In addition, the District 
Development Commissioner 
directed all officers to gear up 
for an extensive IEC (Information, 
Education, and Communication) 
campaign, ensuring that the 
public is well-informed and 
engaged in the mission. 

This campaign will play a 
key role in raising awareness 
about the opportunities available 
under Mission Yuva and 
encouraging active participation 
from the community.

The DDC also directed all 
officers to ensure close 
monitoring of the survey’s 
progress and to guarantee its 
successful implementation.

Residents are encouraged 
to cooperate with the survey 
teams and ensure their 
participation, helping to build 
a stronger, more self-reliant 
Baramulla.

DC Shopian reviews 
progress under HADP

 Shopian: Deputy Commissioner (DC)  Shopian, Mohammad 
Shahid Saleem Dar today chaired a review meeting to assess the 
implementation of the Holistic Agriculture Development Programme 
(HADP) in the district.

During the meeting, it was informed that 556 individual cases 
were cleared under the scheme and that all targets shall be 
achieved by March, 2025.

The Deputy Commissioner directed all agri allied departments 
to expedite farmer enrollments on Daksh Kisan, Kisan Sathi and 
Kisan Khidmat Ghars and ensure the timely completion of courses 
for all farmers availing incentives under the HADP scheme.

Emphasizing the need for leveraging technology, the DC 
instructed district officers to mobilize field staff and Krishi 
Udyamis for the installation of the Kisan Khidmat Ghar (KKG) 
app on farmer's mobile devices. This initiative aims to enable 
farmers to access benefits and adopt innovative agricultural 
practices effectively. The Deputy Commissioner further urged 
all officers and field staff to intensify efforts to reach out to 
farmers, ensuring maximum participation in HADP initiatives 
and utilizing available resources to their full potential.

 PULWAMA: In a bid to enhance road safety 
awareness and mitigate accidents, the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Pulwama, Basharat Qayoom 
inaugurated the National Road Safety Month 
2025 with a resolute commitment towards 
achieving zero accident-related mortality.

Addressing a gathering of officials, the DC 
emphasized the importance of collective efforts 
to make roads safer for everyone. He highlighted 
the alarming statistics of road accidents and 
the need for a comprehensive approach to 
tackle this issue.

“As we embark on National Road Safety 
Month, our goal is zero accident-related 
mortality,” Dr Qayoom said and added, "Each 
life lost on the road is one too many and we 
must work together to change this narrative."

The month-long campaign will feature 
various activities, including awareness drives, 
workshops and educational programs aimed 
at instilling responsible road behavior. 

Special emphasis will be placed on educating 
drivers, pedestrians and cyclists about the 
importance of adhering to traffic rules and 
adopting safe practices.

 DC announced the implementation of 
stricter enforcement measures to ensure 

compliance with traffic regulations. The 
initiative also involves collaborating with local 
schools, businesses and community 
organizations to create a widespread impact.

“We need a paradigm shift in our approach 
to road safety. It is not just about regulations; 
it is about fostering a culture of responsibility 
and vigilance on our roads,” emphasized DC 
during the event launch.

The National Road Safety Month comes at 
a critical juncture, aiming to curb the rising 

trend of road accidents and improve overall 
road safety infrastructure.

Dr. Qayoom’s vision for zero accident-related 
mortality reflects a commitment to creating 
a safer environment for all road users.

GANDERBAL: Minister for Jal Shakti, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, today inspected Water Treatment 
Plant (WTP) Rangil in Ganderbal to take stock 
of its functioning.

The Minister inspected various units of 
the plant and enquired about their operational 
status. He took stock of water supply to 
households, storage capacity, water reservoirs, 
pump room and water testing 
laboratories. He was 
informed that the water 
treatment plants at Rangil 
feed portable drinking water 
to a large population of 
Srinagar city, Ganderbal 
district and few areas of 
Baramulla district. 

While inspecting the 20 
million gallons per day (MGD) 
and 10 MGD reservoirs at 
Rangil, Javed Rana maintained that nature has 
gifted the valley with abundant water resources 
and it is our prime duty to protect and keep 
them pollution free.

While sharing suggestions for further 
improvement, Rana urged upon the officials 
to carry out regular inspection of water tanks. 
He asked them to keep the surroundings of 
Rangil WTP clean from any possible 
contamination of water. He stressed upon the 
concerned officials to ensure that quality water 
is supplied to the consumers besides regular 
water tests are done.

Javed Rana enjoined upon the officers to 
expedite the work on 5 MGD filtration plant, 

while maintaining set quality parameters, which 
will further boost the carrying capacity of the 
Rangil plant.

Appreciating the work of the officers of Jal 
Shakti department, the Minister further 
emphasised on efficient water supply management 
and clean, safe drinking water supply to every 
household. He said that the government is 

committed to provide drinking water tap 
connections to every household under the Jal 
Jeevan Mission.

Chief Engineer Jal Shakti Department, Kashmir, 
Braham Jyoti Sharma, presented a brief about 
the functioning of both 20 MGD and 10 MGD 
WTPs and the future plans. 

He apprised the Minister that the water 
treatment plant assumes huge significance as 
it feeds potable drinking water to various 
habitations of Srinagar, Ganderbal and Baramulla 
districts. He also said that work is in progress 
on the 5 MGD water filtration plant and steps 
are afoot to complete it within the stipulated 
timeframe.

Jal Shakti Minister inspects

 Rangil WTP; reviews functioning

 JAMMU: Divisional Commissioner Jammu Ramesh 
Kumar and Additional Director General of Police Anand 
Jain today chaired a meeting to review the preparations 
for UT level celebration of Republic Day-2025.

The meeting was attended by IGP Crime, DG Youth 
Services and Sports, senior officers from Police and 
HODs of different departments including Culture, 
Science and Technology, Health, Co-operative, Traffic 
and Security.

The meeting focused on finalizing the Tableaux 
to be made by different departments. The theme 
based Tableaux of each department will promote the 
respective initiatives and schemes launched by the 
government for the welfare of the people.

The Divisional Commissioner directed the 
departments to appoint nodal officers to coordinate 
the arrangements with different departments. 
He stressed seamless execution of the themes 

and concepts approved for the respective 
departments.

It was informed that the Tableaux of Jammu Kashmir 
Police will showcase the unrelenting efforts against 
Drug abuse and Narcotics. 

The Health department will display its efforts 
towards implementation of TB Mukt Bharat in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The Culture department will promote the cultural 
diversity and folk culture of Jammu Kashmir. The 
Tableaux based on PM Suryaghar Yojna, Fit India 
movement, Swachh Bharat Mission, Cooperative Credit 
Societies shall be other features of the celebration of 
Republic Day 2025.

The Divisional Commissioner directed the 
departments to complete their respective Tableaux 
by 20th of January.

 He further issued necessary directions with regards 
to preparations and arrangements of the UT level 
celebration of the National festival.

Div Com, ADGP Jammu review arrangements for 
celebration of Republic Day-2025  
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Ministry of Defence: Year 
End Review: 2024- Part-V

INDIAN COAST GUARD
·       Goa Shipyard Ltd (GSL) is constructing two Pollution 

Control Vessels for Indian Coast Guard. It is for the first time 
that these vessels are being designed and constructed indig-
enously. The ship was launched in August 2024 and named 
as ‘Samudra Pratap’ in the presence of Raksha Rajya Mantri.

·       GSL is constructing eight Fast Patrol Vessels for 
Indian Coast Guard. The first two ships were launched 
in October 2024 and named as Adamya and Akshar in the 
presence of DG, ICG Paramesh Sivamani.

Procurement
·       Contract with BEL: In January 2024, ICG signed a 

procurement contract of 267 V/UHF Software Defined Radios 
portable device for ICG ships and establishments with BEL, 
Bengaluru at the cost of Rs 90.71 crore.

·       ALH Mk-III: Contract for procurement of nine 
ALH Mk-III Helicopters for ICG was concluded with HAL, 
Bengaluru in March 2024 for an amount of Rs 4,079.78 crore.

Major Projects:
·       Inauguration of Maritime Rescue Coordination 

Centre, Chennai in August 2024 by Raksha Mantri.
·       Inauguration of ICG Jetty at Vadinar on March 

2024 by Raksha Mantri.
·       Inauguration of CGAE Puducherry and Regional 

Marine Pollution Response Centre in August 2024 by Rak-
sha Mantri.

·       Inauguration of Hovercraft Maintenance Unit at 
Okha in March 2024 by Defence Secretary.

Anti-smuggling & Narcotics
·       In 2024, ICG seized over 6,016 kilograms of meth-

amphetamine, an INMARSAT satellite phone, Myanmar 
currency worth 633,850 Kyat, 4.9 Kgs of 24 Carat Gold bars 
with a market value of approx Rs 3.43 crore, 1.38 lakh kgs 
of contrabands which include sea cucumber, insecticides, 
Kendu Leaves, Betel Nuts etc. at a total market value of approx 
Rs 24.29 crore. ICG in six joint operations with NCB, DRI, 
ATS Gujarat and A&N Police seized 438.04 Kgs of narcotics 
worth Rs 7,133.60 crore.

Coastal Security
·       Coastal Surveillance Network: Chain of Static Sensors 

has been setup along the coastline for enhanced electronic 
surveillance (46 Radar Stations setup under Phase-I and 
another 38 Radar Stations being setup under Phase-II).

·       ‘Sagar Kavach’: In order to enhance coordination 
between Coastal Security stakeholders and validate the 
Coastal Security SOPs promulgated by ICG, ‘Sagar Kavach’ 
is conducted biannually in each Coastal State/UT. A total 
of 16 Coastal Security exercises have been conducted since 
January 2024. In addition, a total of 31 Coastal Security 
Operations have also been conducted.

·       Boarding Operations: Boarding Operations are un-
dertaken by ICG ships on patrol for implementing maritime 
laws and to create deterrence against inimical elements. 
A total of 21,873 boarding operations have been conducted 
since January 2024.

Aid to Civil Authority
·       In January 2024, ICG received information regarding 

grounding of MV Swasthya Sathi with approx. 400 pilgrims 
onboard in position 12 nautical miles North-east of Sagar Lt. 
ICG immediately launched Air Cushion Vehicles (ACVs) 
from Sagar Island & Haldia to provide assistance to the 
grounded ferry. ICG Dornier was also launched from Kol-
kata for monitor the situation. A total of 182 devotees were 
evacuated by ICG ACVs.

·       In July 2024, ICG launched operation ‘Op Sahayata 
02/24’ to provide assistance during major landslide at Mep-
padi Village, Wayanad District, Kerala. ICG ALH MK-III and 
Disaster Relief Teams assisted in search and evacuation of 
stranded persons/ recovery of deceased bodies. Additionally, 
ICG teams also distributed life-saving equipment, relief stores/ 
material, medicines and freshwater in the affected areas.

Search & Rescue
Search and Rescue data for 2024 as on November 30 is 

as follows: -
01 Jan – 30 Nov 24
Missions                                     158
Life Saved                                  141
Air Sorties                                 113
Ship Sorties                               256
Medical Evacuation                22
International Cooperation
·       Ship Visits: During the year, ICG officially visited Sri 

Lanka, African, ASEAN nations and East Asian countries 
to strengthen long-standing diplomatic ties and enhance 
maritime cooperation. ICG also participated in 16th edi-
tion of trilateral exercise DOSTI among India, Maldives 
and Sri Lanka.

·       High Level Meetings: ICG as part of the internal 
maritime cooperation, conducted bilateral meetings with 
Japan Coast Guard and Royal Oman Police Coast Guard. 
Also, DG, ICG participated in the 18th Governing Council 
meeting of the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Com-
bating Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia.

·       ICG-JCG Joint Exercise: In January 2024, Japan 
Coast Guard Ship Yashima was in Chennai for Joint Exercise 
covering various operational parameters viz. SAR, Law 
enforcement, Pollution response etc, with ICG.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE PRODUCTION
·       In continuous pursuit of self-reliance and to minimise 

imports by DPSUs, Department of Defence Production (DDP) 
notified fifth PIL of 346 items in June 2024. These items would 
be indigenised in the coming years and procured from Indian 
Industry after the timelines indicated against each of them.

·       DDP has successfully indigenised more than 13,000 
items during the period of four years since the launch of Sri-
jan Portal. More than 37,000 items were uploaded by DPSUs 
and Service Headquarters on the portal for indigenisation 
by Industry. This includes 5,012 items of DPSUs under PILs 
being notified by DDP. More than 2,700 items of Srijan Portal 

including 86 PIL items have been indigenised this year.
·       Codification of Defence inventory & stores is steered 

and directed by Defence Equipment Codification Commit-
tee (DECC). Based on the annual Codification Roll-on-Plan 
formulated by DECC, codification of defence inventory & 
stores have been carried out. Over 18,000 lines of inventory 
& stores have been codified during 2024. Total of 94 Common 
Use equipment & systems (Tri-Service or Two-Service us-
age) consisting of 43,379 lines of items have been codified.

·       Department of Defence Production launched a key 
initiative named MISSION RAKSHA GYAN SHAKTI (MRGS) 
in April 2018 for creation and management of Intellectual 
Property Rights of DPSUs. As on 01.11.2024, DPSUs have 
filed a total of 6,109 IPR applications, of which 2,840 have 
been granted/registered.

·       The 15th edition of Aero India is scheduled to be held 
from February 10-14, 2025 at Air Force Station, Yelahanka 
in Bengaluru, Karnataka. Since its inception in 1996, 14 
successful events have been held with participation from 
across the globe.

·       Indigenous Design & Development of Defence Sys-
tems has been undertaken through 'Make Procedure' given 
at Ch-III of Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020. In 
2024, 10 projects have been accorded 'Approval-in-Principle' 
bringing the total tally to 145 projects. Also, five projects 

have been accorded AoN this year, taking the number of 
AoN projects to 65.

Defence Exports
·       In FY 2023-24, defence exports reached a record high 

of Rs 21,083 crore registering a growth of 32.5% over the last 
financial year. Based on the value of Export Authorisation 
issued by DDP to private companies and actual export/
contract done by DPSUs, the export value during the last six 
years is Rs 10,746 (2018-19), Rs 9,116 (2019-20), Rs 8,436 (2020-21), 
Rs 12,815 (2021-22), Rs. 15,920 (2022-23) and Rs 21,083 (2023-24).

·       Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Defence 
Exports was further simplified in May 2024 and made more 
business-friendly. Provision for export of munitions list 
items for demonstration and for export of non-lethal items 
munition list as sample for business development has also 
been made in the SOP for Export. For Ease of Doing Business, 
DGFT has authorised DDP to grant export authorisations 
for items covered under SCOMET sub-categories 6A007 and 
6A008. In order to further promote ease of doing business, 
DDP has promulgated three Open General Export License 
(OGEL). OGEL is a one-time export license, which permits 
the industry to export items to the destinations as specified in 
the OGEL, without seeking export authorisation during the 
validity of the OGEL. OGEL has been expanded by increas-
ing the number cf countries and items therein.

·       An online facility/EXIM portal for collation and dis-
semination of export leads received from all over the world 
has been established. The portal is a repository of Indian 
defence exporters and the export leads are transmitted in-
stantly to the concerned exporters. A total of 153 leads have 
been disseminated through the portal since January 01, 2024.

·       To boost defence exports, webinars/seminars are 
being organised with friendly countries under the aegis of 
DDP through Industry Associations. Ten webinars/seminars 
have been organised since January 01, 2024.

·       To promote defence exports, overseas offices are be-
ing opened by DPSUs. An SOP has been issued to streamline 
the process for establishment of overseas offices.

iDEX
·       During the year, 155 winners of iDEX challenges 

were declared, 88 contracts were signed and nine prototypes 
were developed.

·       iDEX organised the DefConnect 2024 on in March 
2024, during which  Raksha Mantri carried out the follow-
ing launches:

                    i.         ADITI (Acing Development of Innova-
tive Technologies with iDEX) scheme to provide support to 
start-ups/MSMEs with grants of up to Rs 25 crore targeting 
development of cutting edge, critical and strategic technologies.

                   ii.         First edition of ADITI (ADITI 1.0) with 
17 challenges.

                 iii.         11th edition of Defence India Start-up 

Challenge (DISC) with 22 challenges.
·       iDEX-DIO organised DefConnect 4.0 in October 2024. 

Following events took place:
·       Raksha Mantri launched the following:
                    i.         ADITI 2.0 with 19 challenges.
                   ii.         12th edition of DISC with 41 challenges.
·       A technology showcase was organised by iDEX-DIO 

with a diverse range of technology start-ups.
·       During Indian Navy’s ‘Swavlamban 2024’ held in 

October 2024, Raksha Mantri launched the third edition of 
ADITI (ADITI 3.0) with one challenge and 13th edition of 
DISC with seven challenges.

·       DIO achieved a significant milestone by signing 
its 350th contract in June 2024 to design & develop a minia-
turised satellite, capable of carrying multiple payloads up 
to 150 kgs for Indian Air Force.

·       The third edition of INDUS-X (India-US Defence 
Acceleration Ecosystem) Summit was held in California in 
September 2024. It featured in the Joint Factsheet/Statement 
of Prime Minister and US President released on September 
21, 2024.

·       Government has established two Defence Industrial 
Corridors in the country - one in Uttar Pradesh with six 
nodes viz. Agra, Aligarh, Chitrakoot, Jhansi, Kanpur & 
Lucknow and another in Tamil Nadu with five nodes viz. 

Chennai, Coimbatore, Hosur, Salem and Tiruchirapalli. As 
on September 2024, in both the corridors, arrangements have 
been made through 249 MoUs, for proposed investment of 
Rs 50,083 crore. Actual investment of Rs 8,331 has already 
been made in these corridors.

·       A centralised online Defence Testing Portal has 
been commissioned as part of Digital DGQA Program for 
centralised, networked and optimal utilisation of Trial & 
Testing facilities of labs and firing ranges by industries 
available in the country. Defence Testing Portal has been 
made live for Defence Industry to access the portal as service 
user as well as service provider. Till date, a total of 86 Labs 
and 15 Proof Ranges of DGQA, DGAQA, DRDO & DPSUs 
have been on-boarded. 148 Service Providers and 212 Service 
Users have been registered at DTP with a total of 6,643 Lab 
tests & 416 Proof Tests which can be requisitioned on DTP.

·       As a test bed model, Hybrid QA 4.0 with remote QA 
was established by DGQA at BEL Machilipatnam. As per 
directions of MoD/ DDP, Industry 4.0/ QA 4.0 has also been 
implemented in respect of 100 products in 100 days. Further, 
all the Products/ processes at DPSUs are to be covered under 
Industry 4.0/ QA 4.0 towards implementation of Remote/
Hybrid QA in 16xDPSUs in phased manner.

·       Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) attained 
the ‘Maharatna’ status on in October 2024, becoming the 
14th Central Public Sector Enterprise in India to receive 
the recognition.

·       HAL has indigenously designed and developed 
the first 60 KW GTEG-60, the Auxiliary Power Unit for 
the Military Transport aircraft AN-32. The control unit of 
GTEG-60 is also designed and developed in house by HAL. 
It was handed over to IAF by HAL in July 2024.

·       Prime Minister inaugurated the Final Assembly 
Line Complex for the Airbus C295 Aircraft in Vadodara, 
Gujarat along with Spanish President.

·       Raksha Rajya Mantri flagged-off the indigenously 
developed and manufactured Astra Missiles for supply to 
Indian Air Force in January 2024 at BDL, Kanchanbagh 
Unit, Hyderabad.

·       Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) was conferred 
with SIDM Champion Award for 2024 by Raksha Mantri 
under the category Import Substitution for the development 
of Thermal Imager Technology modules for T90 Tanks. 
BEL is the only DPSU to receive the SIDM Championship 
Award 2024.

·       Vice President Shri Jagdeep Dhankar presented the 
SCOPE Excellence Award in Special Institutional category 
(Digitalisation) to BEL.

·       A historical milestone was achieved as BEL was 
granted 150th patent, fostering Aatmanirbharta efforts and 
enhancing the culture of innovation in BEL.

·       MIDHANI developed Indian Advanced High Tem-

perature Alloy for Advanced Ultra-Super Critical Thermal 
power plants to withstand inlet steam temperature of 700 
degrees and pressure of 340 bars.

·       A Tripartite MoU was signed between BEML, BEL 
and MIDHANI for the Development of Advanced Fuelling 
and Control System for Engines. A significant step towards 
self-reliance.

·       Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) was 
conferred ‘Navratna’ status by the DPE in June 2024. MDL is 
the 21st PSU, first amongst the government owned shipyards 
and third among DPSUs having ‘Navratna’ status.

·       Midget Submarine Prototype ‘Arowana’ was launched 
in May 2024 at MDL in the presence of Defence Secretary.

·       GSL launched the following this year:
·       One Missile Frigate for Indian Navy.
·       One Pollution Control Vessel for Indian Coast Guard
·       Two fast Patrol Vessels for Indian Coast Guard.
·       HSL signed a contract with Indian Navy for construc-

tion of Five Fleet Support Ships (FSS). Defence Secretary 
presided over the steel-cutting ceremony of first FSS in 
April 2024, while the keel laying ceremony was undertaken 
in November 2024.

·       GRSE designed & built first Survey Vessel Large, 
'INS Sandhayak' was commissioned in the presence of 
Raksha Mantri at the Naval Dockyard Visakhapatnam in 
February 2024.

·       India’s largest ‘Fully Electric 150 Passenger Cata-
maran Ferry’ built by GRSE for the Government of West 
Bengal completed river trials successfully and technical 
acceptance was given in March 2024. This zero-emission 
ferry, designed by GRSE, is poised to revolutionize passenger 
transport across River Hooghly as well as the Movement of 
vessels along National Waterway-I.

·       GRSE delivered Second Survey Vessel large 'INS 
Nirdeshak' to Indian Navy in October 2024.

·       GRSE launched seventh Anti-Submarine Warfare 
Shallow Water Craft ‘Abbay’ in October 2024.

·       Fusion Technology based Driver Night Sight has 
been developed for the first time in India by IOL, increasing 
the efficiency of the Armed Forces.

·       Indigenously developed 155x52 cal Towed Gun System 
was successfully test fired at PXE Balasore by AWEIL, to 
mark a new beginning in the field of Artillery guns.

·       Indigenisation of Bearing of T-90 Tank Article has 
been completed by AWEIL. This is an important milestone 
towards successful completion of indigenisation and a step 
towards Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

DEFENCE ACQUISITON
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020 has been 

driven by the tenets of Defence Reforms announced as part 
of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan by promoting indig-
enous design, development and manufacturing of defence 
equipment, platforms, systems and sub-systems. A number 
of initiatives have been taken in Defence procurement to give 
a thrust to Atmanirbharta in Defence while also simplifying 
the procedures. These include:

·       For promoting indigenous defence industry, following 
amendments were made to DAP-2020: -

·       Import of Defence Equipment from any Foreign 
Original Equipment Manufacturer has been made only as 
an exception with specific approvals from Defence Acquisi-
tion Council.

·       To reduce financial burden on the Indian Industry 
whilst maintaining financial safeguards, Integrity Pact 
Bank Guarantee (IPBG) has been dispensed with. Instead, 
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) will be taken as a bid security 
which will be valid for the selected vendor up to signing of 
contract and returned to remaining vendors post declara-
tion of selection.

·       Inclusion of provision for minimum 50% Indig-
enous Content (IC) in the form of indigenous material/ 
components/ software in the equipment being acquired 
with an aim at boosting indigenous production and reduce 
import dependency.

·       Streamlining and improving the procedures for 
procurement of technologies developed by Indian Startups 
and Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) through 
various schemes like Innovations for Defence Excellence  
(iDEX)  &  Technology Development Fund (TDF). Procedure 
for procurement under TDF and iDEX has been simplified to 
reduce the procurement cycle, with corresponding resultant 
reduction in the costs, thus enabling the budding startup 
talent pool of the country to contribute towards the towards 
the twin mantras of self-sufficiency and indigenization. in 
iDEX cases, quantity vetting and scaling will be dispensed 
with for initial procurement, subject to the procurement 
value being commensurate with delegated cases.

·       Liberalising the financial parameters of vendor 
selection criteria for MSMEs and Startups to participate 
in the Capital procurement cases. For procurement cases 
where the estimated cost is upto Rs 300 crores, to encourage 
the Start Ups/ MSMEs and build Industrial ecosystem, the 
recognized Start Ups/ MSMEs in the relevant fields are con-
sidered for issue of RFP without any stipulation of Financial 
parameters and with General and Technical parameters to 
be decided on a case to case basis. The same waiver will also 
be applicable for cases where estimated cost is between Rs 
300 and 500 crores, however, on a case to case basis where 
adequate justification exists, subject to approval by the 
Defence Procurement Board (DPB).

·       To achieve the goal of Aatmanirbharta, during 
2024 (upto November), out of the total 132 defence capital 
acquisition contracts signed, 126 contracts (approx. 95.45%) 
have been signed with Indian vendors for procurement of 
defence equipment.

·       During 2024 (upto November), DAC & DPB accorded 
AoN for 40 Capital Acquisition proposals amounting to Rs 
4,22,129.55 crore.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Dual centres
Responding to a question about the Raj Bhavan 

not restoring public holiday on NC founder Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah’s birthday on December 5, and 
July 13 as Martyr’s Day, the chief minister said it cannot 
erase the legacy of those who have made sacrifices.

“The legacy of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah does 
not begin and end on December 5. Same goes with 
the martyrs of July 13. When a farmer tills his land, he 
thinks of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. When a student 
receives free or subsidized education, it is legacy of 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. The hall where we are 
sitting right now was his legacy as well,” Abdullah said.

“The holidays became a big story. Ideally, we would 
want to have them as they are emotionally attached 
with people,” he added.

Asked about difficulties faced by the candidates on 
account of police verification for appointments in the 
government jobs, Abdullah said although it is outside 
his domain as of now, he has discussed the matter with 
the CID chief.

“I have been long saying this that a militant’s son 
is not a militant. Consciously, we did away with this 
blacklisting (in his first term as CM). We can only counsel 
about it right now. But I believe there is some relief. More 
will be done for them when we are a state,” he said.

Abdullah also said that his government was framing 
a policy to address the situation of hoteliers in Gulmarg 
whose land leases have expired after they had opted 
for now-disbanded Roshini scheme.

Responding to a question on the row over land 
acquisition for a campus of the National Institute of 
Technology (NIT) in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district, 
the chief minister said there is a need to find a balance 
between development and protecting our productive 
agriculture land.

“We cannot increase our land, development cannot 
stop. We will try to ensure that development projects 
are on non-productive lands as much as possible. I met 
a delegation from Pulwama and I said to them that if 
you don’t want NIT in Pulwama, we will take it to some 
other location,” Abdullah said.

“Not everyone is against development. There are 
other areas where we can locate this NIT. We will have 
to find a balance between development and protecting 
our productive agriculture land,” he added.

On the opposition’s allegation about a satellite colony 
being built, the chief minister said there is no such 
proposal on his table as he looks after the department.

“The people who are making most noise were the ones 
who talked about greater Jammu and Srinagar,” he said.

The chief minister said if the townships would be 
built, they will just for decongesting the Srinagar city.

“When we talk generally to the residents in Srinagar, 
they talk about decongestion. There is problem of housing. 
3-4 families are living in a single house, they say if 
they get an opportunity they would move to suburbs,” 
Abdullah said.

“If the townships will be built, those will not be to 
settle the outsiders, but for the people of Srinagar, to 
decongest the city. But there is no such proposal or plan 
before the government yet,” he added.

Kashmir getting 
Omar as per the news agency—Kashmir News Observer 

(KNO) in a media interaction session with media said, 
“This year we are providing more electricity to the people 
in comparison to the previous years.”

“As of now we are supplying around 1700-1800 MW 
of power. However, the unrestricted demand for power 
is much more,” he said.

On asking about the permanent solution of power 
crisis in Kashmir region, the CM said, “As early as our 
power projects being constructed will get completed, we 
can store the power from the projects for the winter use.”

Omar further said, “As of now the AT&C losses in 
the power sector are more than 50 percent.”

He said that the promises made by the NC government 
regarding free 200 Units of electricity will be possible 
only when smart meters will be installed.

“We can measure the consumption only after installing 
the meters. We would like to roll out the scheme by Mar-
Apr. So it is obvious that the 200 units of free electricity 
will be delivered to those consumers who will have 
smart meters installed,” Omar said.

About the unscheduled power cuts, the CM said 
that it usually happens when there is any maintenance, 
damage or any work being done by the department.

On Wednesday KNO reported that Kashmir Power 
Development Corporation Limited (KPDCL) on an average 
is getting nearly 1700 Megawatts (MW) of Power against 
the average demand of nearly 1800 MWs.

A top official informed “The local DISCOM on an 
average was receiving nearly 1700 MW of power against 
the peak demand of over 1800 MW.”

The official further said that the highest demand of 
power in the ongoing winters was recorded at 1922 MW 
including the enduring power curtailment schedule.

Pertinently, last year, the AT&C loss of the Power 
Development Department was one of the highest in 
India—causing a gap between power purchase costs.

In the previous fiscal, the AT&C losses were of the 
order of 50 per cent against the national average of 
19.73 per cent.

Sakina Itoo
Minister Itoo encouraged parents to report instances 

of schools selling books at high rates, urging them to 
include the names and locations of the schools. "Parents 
should send us the names of these schools along with 
their locations so that we can take appropriate action," 
she said.

Sakina Itoo's statement comes amid rising concerns 
from parents who allege that some private schools are 
forcing students to buy books at inflated prices, often 
from designated suppliers

CS reviews
Ring Road Srinagar were discussed in detail. The 

concerned divisional and district administrations were 
asked to assist the construction company in extending 
the working hours so that the work on this prestigious 
projects progresses on expected lines.

The road projects of NHIDCL, reviewed during the 
meeting, included progress on completion of Zojila 
Tunnel, Z-Morh Tunnel, Jammu-Akhnoor Road, Chenani- 

Sudhmahadev Road, Goha-Khellani, Khellani-Khanabal 
Highways and Singhpoora-Vailoo tunnel which is part 
of this project.

The projects being executed by BRO under project 
Beacon and Sampark which came up for discussion 
included Akhnoor-PoonchHighway, Srinagar-Baramulla-Uri 
Highway, Sangrama flyover, Pattanand Baramulla Bypass, 
Rafiabad-Kupwara-Trehgam Highway, Khanabal-Pahalgam 
Road, Rajouri-Thanamandi-Surankot Roads besides 
others. Various projects of R&B including construction 
of Flyovers at Bemina and Sanat Nagar, Rehabilitation 
of Chanapora and Tengpora bridges Srinagar-Budgam-
Pulwama-Shopian-Kulgam-Qazigund Highway (NH-
444), construction of by-passes for three main towns of 
Pulwama, Kulgam and Shopian besides other road safety 
and  strengthening works currently going on in different 
parts of the UT were also reviewed in the meeting.

CM  Omar
The vibrant atmosphere of the event, coupled with 

the awe-inspiring surroundings of Pahalgam, created a 
magical experience for both the large gathering of tourists 
and locals who had gathered to witness the festivities.

The Winter Carnival is not only a celebration of 
the region’s natural beauty but also a vital platform for 
showcasing the talent of local artists and performers.

This year’s edition promises to highlight the region’s 
unique cultural heritage, including traditional music, 
dance, handicrafts, and culinary delights.

By offering a stage for local talent, the carnival aims 
to promote Jammu and Kashmir’s rich cultural fabric to 
a wider audience, while also giving local artisans the 
chance to showcase their work and foster economic 
growth in the region.

Fire & Emergency 
vis-a-vis answer keys revealed discrepancies in the 

selection process.
“Out of 690 selected candidates, 109 were found to 

have secured lower marks than the cutoff marks, but 
were selected by showing them to have secured higher 
marks in the final selection list than the marks actually 
secured by them. For instance, candidates actually securing 
11, 17, 24 marks were shown to have secured 90 marks 
each in the final selection list,” it said.

The ACB said it found that five real brothers from 
district Budgam were selected and multiple such instances, 
besides, selection of some relatives of officials of Fire 
&Emergency Services Department, and the instances of 
the selected candidates belonging to the same localities 
have surfaced during the course of enquiry.

The probe revealed that the question papers were 
found beyond the comprehension of candidates who 
have studied upto 8th standard which is the required 
minimum qualification.

The probe also revealed favouritism in selection of 
firm for conducting job tests.

“It surfaced that favoritism was shown in awarding 
contract to L-2 Firm, M/s LMES IT LLP, which had no proven 
experience of conducting similar exercise as mandated in 
the e-NIT by sidelining L-1 bidder. Further, the bid of L-2 
was accepted by the Departmental Recruitment Board 
knowing that L-2 was a newly formed Firm in November, 
2017 and Maharaj Krishan Wali (main partner with 99% 
share) was the same person who had earlier remained as 
resource person with M/s Timing Technology (P) Ltd. As 
per CVC guidelines /circular/order, the negotiation shall 
be held with L-1 only and there should be re-tendering 
in case L-1 bidder backs out, but the guideline /order 
was not complied with in this case,” the probe found.

In 2019, Hyderabad-based M/s Timing Technologies 
India Pvt. Ltd was selected to conduct the physical test/
written examination for Fire & Emergency Service. The 
resource person of M/s Timing Technologies India Pvt. 
Ltd was Sh. Maharaj Krishan Wali.

Following allegations of mass copying etc. in the 
written test, the Government then cancelled the written 
examination and ordered to conduct written examination 
afresh.

The ACB found the then members of Departmental 
Recruitment Board, members of Technical Committee, 
Officers/Officials of F&ES Department, who remained 
associated with the recruitment process, being in 
league with each other as well as with M/S LMES IT 
LLP through its main partner Maharaj Krishan Wali (L-2 
bidder), abused their official positions for extraneous 
considerations whereby they awarded work of TRP in 
favor of L-2 bidder by ignoring L-1 bidder in an illegal and 
unjustified manner, besides manipulated the selection 
list by preparing fake / fabricated record in order to confer 
undue benefits upon themselves and the beneficiaries.

“The aforementioned facts constitute commission 
of offences punishable under sections 7, 13(1) (a) & 
13 (2) of PC Act 1988 (as Amended in 2018) and 120-
B, 420, 467, 468 & 471 IPC, against the members of 
Departmental Recruitment Board, including the Chairmen, 
Members of the Technical Committee, officers/officials 
of F&ES department, who remained associated with the 
recruitment process, M/S LMES IT LLP through its main 
partner Maharaj Krishan Wali, beneficiaries & others. 
Consequently, a case FIR No 01/2025 was registered in 
Police Station ACB Central,” reads the ACB statement.

 Heavy Snow,
From January 4-6, Director MeT, Dr Mukhtar Ahmad 

said that moderate to strong WD is expected and under 
its influence, there is a possibility of light to moderate 
rain in plains of Jammu and snow at most places of J&K 
with peak activity during 4th (Night) to 5th (late Night) 
and 6th morning & improvement from the afternoon.

He added that generally cloudy and dry weather 
is expected on January 7-10, adding that from January 
11-12th, generally cloudy weather is expected with 
possibility of light snow at isolated places.

In its advisory, the MeT has said that in view of fresh 
snowfall, sub-freezing temperature & icy conditions over 
roads in plains and higher reaches, the tourists, travelers 
and transporters are advised to plan accordingly & follow 
administration and traffic advisory.

“There is a possibility of heavy snow at isolated 
higher reaches during 4th night to 5th late night,” it reads.

Furthermore, the night temperature has continued to 
settle below the freezing point in Kashmir. Srinagar, the 
summer capital of J&K, recorded a minimum temperature 
of minus 2.4 degree Celsius while Kupwara recorded a 
minimum temperature of 1.4 degree Celsius.

However, Gulmarg, a famous ski-resort, recorded a 

low of minus 8.6 degree Celsius while Pahalgam, a famous 
tourist destination recorded a minimum temperature 
of minus 4.0 degree Celsius. Qazigund, a gateway of 
Kashmir, has recorded a low of minus 5.2 degree Celsius 
while Kokernag in South Kashmir recorded minus 5.8 
degree Celsius

 Article 370
silent spectator, he made these remarks after releasing  

the book 'Jammu Kashmir & Ladakh Through the Ages: 
A Visual Narrative of Continuities and Linkages’ in New 
Delhi today. Many dignitaries including Union Minister 
of Education Dharmendra Pradhan and Chairman of the 
Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR) and Editor 
of the book Prof. Raghuvendra Tanwar were present 
on the occasion.

Amit Shah said that Articles 370 and 35A were obstacles, 
preventing Kashmir from being fully integrated with 
our country. Shah noted that Prime Minister Modi's 
resolute determination led to the abrogation of Article 
370 on August 5, 2019. He further said that by abolishing 
Article 370, Modi ji ended a tainted chapter of post-
independence history and initiated a new chapter of 
Kashmir's development in tandem with the rest of India.

Amit Shah highlighted that after the abrogation of 
Article 370, there has been a reduction of over 70 per 
cent in terrorist incidents in Kashmir, which proves that 
Article 370 was a facilitator of terrorism. He mentioned 
that in 2018, there were 2,100 incidents of stone-pelting 
in Kashmir, whereas in 2023, not a single such incident 
occurred. He highlighted that over 25,000 panchayat 
members, including sarpanches, block panchayat members, 
and district panchayat members, were elected and are 
actively working for the development of their areas, 
thereby strengthening the roots of democracy in Kashmir. 
Shah pointed out that there was a record turnout in the 
Lok Sabha and Assembly elections in 33 years. He further 
added that industries are now setting up in the region, 
and last year 2 crore 11 lakh tourists visited Kashmir. In 
2023 alone, 324 serials or films were shot in the region. 
For the first time in 33 years, theaters in the Kashmir 
Valley held night shows, processions for Tazia were 
organized, and a Krishna Janmashtami tableau was 
seen at Lal Chowk in Srinagar. He emphasized that all 
these developments have taken place in the five years 
since the abrogation of Article 370.

In his address, the Union Home Minister and 
Minister of Cooperation emphasized that the National 
Book Trust (NBT), through its latest publication, has 
effectively dismantled a long-standing myth about India 
by presenting facts and evidence, thereby establishing 
historical truths. He said that there was a myth that 
India was never united and the idea of independence 
for this country was meaningless — a misconception 
that many had come to accept as truth. The Union Home 
Minister highlighted that while for most of the countries 
geo-politics have defined their boundaries, India’s case 
is unique where this nation has been defined by its geo-
cultural expanse, and whose borders are made up of 
from cultural unity. He elaborated that India's essence 
lies in its geo-cultural identity, with its cultural fabric 
binding the nation from Kashmir to Kanyakumari and 
from Bengal to Gujarat. He argued that interpreting 
India solely as a geo-political entity overlooks its true 
nature. Instead, a deep understanding of India requires 
viewing it through the lens of its geo-cultural identity. 
He stressed the importance of historical research and 
academic institutions in promoting this perspective to 
the world, as it is crucial to understanding the elements 
that culturally unify the country.

“Distortions have 
that once this historical truth is established, questioning 

Kashmir's union with India becomes irrelevant. Shah 
added that this book proves that our rich heritage, 
scattered across every corner of the country, has been 
present in Kashmir for thousands of years. The book draws 
upon references to Kashmir from texts as old as 8,000 
years, reaffirming its integral role in the nation’s history. 
The Home Minister firmly stated that Kashmir always 
has been and will continue to remain an inseparable 
part of India. He stressed that no legal provision could 
ever sever this bond, and while there were attempts to 
separate Kashmir from India in the past, time itself has 
nullified those efforts. He said that Modi government is 
committed to revive the historic and cultural heritage of 
Kashmir, and we will soon reclaim what has been lost.

Union Home Minister remarked that the relationship 
between Kashmir, Ladakh, Shaivism, and Buddhism has 
been eloquently captured in this book and exhibition. He 
commended the documentation of scripts, knowledge 
systems, spirituality, culture, and languages, emphasizing 
the meticulous effort that went into presenting this rich 
heritage. The book vividly chronicles the journey of 
Buddhism—from Nepal to Bihar via Kashi, and onward 
to Afghanistan through Kashmir. He highlighted that 
Kashmir was the birthplace of the refined principles of 
Buddhism that emerged after Lord Buddha, as well as the 
foundation for many of the teachings that shape modern 
Buddhism. The book also features sculptures from Drass 
and Ladakh, discussions and images of stupas, depictions 
of temple ruins destroyed by invaders, and references to 
the use of Sanskrit in Jammu and Kashmir, as described 
in Rajatarangini. Covering Kashmir's 8,000-year history, 
he likened this comprehensive effort to encapsulating 
the sacred Ganga within a vessel. The Home Minister 
reflected on the vast and, at times, challenging nature 
of history. He noted that for 150 years, some people's 
understanding of history was confined to narrow 
geographies—from Dariba to Ballimaran or Lutyens to 
Gymkhana. He stressed that history cannot be written 
from a distance but requires engaging directly with 
the people and understanding their lived experiences.

Amit Shah emphasized that the time has come to move 
beyond history written to appease past rulers. He urged 
historians to confidently document India’s history using 
evidence, facts, and the perspective of its rich, millennia-
old culture, and to present it to the world with pride. He 
remarked that today, India stands as an independent 
nation with a government committed to upholding the 
values and ideas rooted in its heritage. Shah highlighted 
that Kashmir and Ladakh have historically served as 
centres of civilization, fostering creation, preservation, 
and cultural promotion. Numerous examples of this rich 
legacy are detailed in the book. He noted that Kashmir 
has always been a land of inclusivity, embracing and 
nurturing diverse faiths. Whether it is Buddhism, Sufism, 
or Shaivism, each tradition has found the freedom to thrive 
on Kashmiri soil. Shah also pointed out that Kashmir is 
often referred to as the land of Kashyap, underscoring 
its historical and spiritual significance.

Union Home Minister and Minister of 
Cooperation highlighted the linguistic diversity 
of India as one of its greatest strengths, which is 
particularly evident in Kashmir. He noted that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has revitalized 
regional languages by forming two Union Territories 
and recognizing their official languages. While 
Hindi, English, and Sanskrit have retained their 
importance, Prime Minister Modi has ensured the 
survival and growth of languages like Kashmiri, 
Balti, Dogri, Ladakhi, and Zanskari by incorporating 
them into governance. Shah emphasized that this 
effort reflects Prime Minister Modi's sensitivity 
and commitment to preserving the cultural and 
linguistic heritage of the nation, especially for 
languages spoken by small number of populations. 
Shah remarked that Kashmir has long suffered 
under the onslaught of fundamentalists, invaders, 
and plunderers with expansionist ambitions.

Union Home Minister said that today, Kashmir 
is home to the world's largest railway arch bridge, 
Asia's largest tunnel, and a cable-stayed rail bridge. 
He highlighted that Kashmir now has an IIT, an 
IIM, two AIIMS, nine government medical colleges, 
two nursing institutes, two state cancer institutes’, 
eight colleges that are already operational, while 
24 more are under construction.

He added that 59 colleges have been accredited, 
and highway tunnels are being built—all of this 
achieved during the tenure of the Modi government. 
Amit Shah questioned previous governments, asking 
why even 10 per cent of these developments did 
not occur during their 70 years of governance, and 
said they owe an explanation to both the nation 
and the people of Kashmir. He also mentioned 
that Prime Minister Modi implemented  Rs 80,000 
crore development package for Jammu, Kashmir, 
and Ladakh. Furthermore, 4G and 5G networks 
have now been extended to approximately 87 
per cent of the villages in the region.

 Amit Shah stated that the Modi government 
has not only brought terrorism under control but 
has also completely dismantled its ecosystem 
in the Kashmir Valley. He emphasized that the 

government has done everything for this land, 
which has made a significant contribution to 
the civilizations of the country and the world. 
Shah said that due to the efforts of the Modi 
government, Kashmir has once again become an 
integral part of India's geo-cultural nation and 
is moving forward on the path of development 
along with the rest of the country,

 with democracy firmly established there. He 
expressed confidence that whatever has been 
lost will soon be regained, including not only 
development but also the cultural heights and 
ancient glory of Kashmir. He remarked that the 
people of Kashmir will create and realize those 
immortal chapters of history on the ground. 

Home Minister further quoted Dr. Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee, who had said that Jammu 
and Kashmir is not just a part of India but an 
inseparable part of India's soul.  Shah asserted 
that this has now been firmly established, and 
no one can deny it anymore.
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 NOTICE
 This is an information for general public that 
Electricity Agreement Bearing Consumer ID 
No:0202010002374, which is Registered 
in the name of Ghulam Nabi Rather, Now 
i want to apply for Change this Electricity 
Agreement in the name of Abdul Aziz Rather 
S/O Ghulam Nabi Rather. In this regard any 
person having any objection he/she may 
file the Objections in office of the Executive 
Engineer Electricity Sub Division Rajbagh 
Srinagar with in a period of seven days from 
the date of the publication of this notice, 
after that no objection shall be accepted.         

  Abdul Aziz Rather.                  
S/O Ghulam Nabi Rather.                                      
R/O Ikhrajpora Srinagar.

Sakeena Itoo conducts 
surprise inspection of LD Hospital, 

assesses healthcare facilities
Interacts with patients, attendants

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Health and Medical Education, 
Social Welfare and Education, 
Sakeena Itoo, today conducted 
surprise inspection of LD 
Hospital to review healthcare 
facilities being extended to the 
patients there.

The Minister visited 
various sections of the hospital 
including emergency ward, 
outpatient department (OPD), 
inpatient wards, operation 
theatres, NICU and PICU wards 
and reviewed their functioning.

Interacting with the 
doctors and paramedics on 

the occasion, Sakeena Itoo 
impressed upon them for 
timely medical intervention  
of referral patients owing 
to criticality of expecting 
mothers. She also stressed for 
optimal utilisation of available 
resources at this premiere 
maternity health facility to 
ensure that patients receive 
best possible care.

“It is crucial for healthcare 
facilities to operate with 
highest standards of medical 
care and hygiene, especially 
in government hospitals 
that serve the majority 

of population”, Sakeena 
maintained. She added ‘our 
government is committed to 
ensure that medical services 
are efficient, well-managed 
and patient-centric across all 
peripheral and tertiary care 
hospitals as well as other 
institutions.

During the inspection, 
the Minister also took note 
of several critical areas where 
improvements are needed. 
She assured the hospital 
administration that immediate 
corrective measures would 
be taken up to address these 
issues.

 Sakeena Itoo also 
interacted with the patients 
and their attendants to seek 
feedback on the condition of 
facilities and medical care being 
provided at the facility. She 
assured them the present 
government led by Omar 
Abdullah is determined to 
strengthen the healthcare 
system in the region.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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 "I haven't actually noticed as I am in my own bubble," Pat Cummins said when 
asked about whether he noticed that in the rival camp, another out-of-form batter Virat 

Kohli has been looking more proactive in the leadership role than the regular skipper.

 Debates in dressing 
room should stay there; 
honest words have been

 said: Gambhir 
SYDNEY:Asserting that "debates" in the dressing room should not come out 

in public domain, India head coach Gautam Gambhir on Thursday said he has 
had some "honest" conversations with his players as only performance can help 
them stay in the set-up.

Gambhir also side-stepped queries on whether out-of-form skipper Rohit 
Sharma will get a place in the final XI for the fifth and final Test against Australia 
starting on Friday.

Amid speculation of unrest in the dressing room, the feisty head coach sought 
to douse the fire by declaring that they were "just reports, not truth".

"Debates between coach and player should remain in dressing room. Stern words. 
They were just reports not truth," Gambhir said in the pre-match press meet here.

"Indian cricket will be in safe hands till honest people stay in the dressing 
room. Only thing that keeps you in the dressing room is performance," he added.

"There were honest words and honesty is important," he asserted.
Gambhir refused to say whether Rohit will get a place in the team. The ques-

tion thrown at him was why the captain had not come to address the match-eve 
press conference as is the norm and if he is there in the final XI.

"Everything is fine with Rohit. The head coach is here and that should be 
enough. We will decide on the playing XI after looking at the pitch," Gambhir said.

The former opener also said his discussions with senior batter Virat Kohli and 
Rohit have only been about strategies to win the ongoing Test series.

"Every individual knows what are the areas to work on. We have only had one 
conversation with them (and that is) how to win Test matches," he said.

Gambhir also confirmed that pacer Akash Deep will miss the New Year Test 
with a stiff back, though he refrained from naming a replacement for him.

Although he refused to analyse individuals when asked about the question-
able shot selection of players like Rishabh Pant in crunch situations, Gambhir 
did assert that the team's interest is paramount.

"I don't want to talk about individuals. Team first ideology matters. People 
can play natural game but in team sport, individuals only contribute," he said. 

Cummins says no 
let up in intensity as 
Australia eye win in 
Sydney Test

A
ustralia captain Pat Cummins asserted 
that there would be no let up in intensity 
despite the hosts grabbing a 2-1 lead 
heading into the fifth and final Test of 
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy against 

India, beginning here on Friday.
A commanding 184-run victory in the Boxing Day 

Test has placed Australia in pole position to reclaim the 
Trophy for the first time since 2014-15.

"I mean, it's always the preferred position. But you 
know, you go into every Test match trying to win. So, 
it's no different this week," Cummins said

"But I’m really happy with how the boys have played 
in the last three Tests. We've shown that we’ve been the 
front-runners, and the aim again this week is to keep 
it up," he added.

The skipper, however, conceded there are some 
issues with the Aussies' batting.

"I think, no doubt, there are times when we would 
have liked to score more runs. In that last game in Mel-
bourne, we would have liked to push that lead out to 
400-500, given we were in such a good position. But 
that’s Test cricket."

Cummins said the pitch at the Sydney Cricket Ground 
could be a little different from the traditional surfaces 
where spinners often enjoyed their outings, while of-
fering copious help to batters as well.

"It’s a tough one to call exactly. It’s a little bit different 
from the traditional SCG wicket. I think the two Shield 
wickets this year seemed to play really well. The teams 
were happy with the wicket, which felt like there was a 
bit on offer for the bowlers, but also runs to be scored.

"It looks pretty good. No doubt there’ll be stages 
where it’s good for batting, but potentially it will break 
up and spin towards the end. You never really know 
whether weather plays a part here as well. I’ve played a 
few Test matches here, but outside of that, only one-days 
and stuff, so I’m no expert."

 Rohit's future Gambhir:
 head coach refuses to confi rm 

captain's place in Sydney XI 
SYDNEY: The question was simple. Will 

Rohit Sharma play in the fifth and final Test 
against Australia?

Had Sharma's position been secure, the 
answer should have been "Yes." Yet, India 
head coach Gautam Gambhir's response at 
a pre-match press conference was: "We will 
take a call on the playing XI after looking at 
the pitch."

The ambiguous response, equal parts 
intriguing and dramatic, naturally sparked 
speculation that the out-of-form skipper was 
no longer sure of his place in the playing XI.

Within few hours, it swirled into near 
confirmation that the 37-year-old Rohit is set 
to become the first serving Indian captain 
who would be dropped for poor form. And it 
all began with one line.

Gambhir's reply summed up the tour for 
Rohit, who missed the first Test due to the 
birth of his second child.

Ever since he landed Down Under, Rohit 
the batter has been battered by extra bounce 
and seam movement and Rohit the skipper has 
been left bruised by the scathing criticism of 
his leadership.

And as the tour draws to a close, his ca-
reer as a Test cricketer seems headed for a 
dispiriting climax.

Rohit, just like in Melbourne, was last 
among recognised batters to enter the nets, 
and if he is dropped he would have no one to 
blame except the abysmal return of 31 runs 

from five innings.
If the expected happens, pace spearhead 

Jasprit Bumrah, who has been the team's top 

performer with an astonishing 30 wickets in 
four outings at a sub-20 average, will take over 
the leadership role. It was under Bumrah's 
captaincy that India won its only Test on the 
tour so far -- the lung-opener in Perth.

Mahendra Singh Dhoni and Anil Kumble 
walked into Test retirements mid-series as 
their bodies could no longer take the rigours 
of the longest format.

However, in Rohit's case, he will be dropped 
on the basis of form after Gambhir made it 
clear that performance is the only thing that 

would keep a player in the dressing room 
helmed by him.

If he doesn't come out for toss on Friday, 

it would be safe to conclude that Rohit played 
his last knock at the MCG earlier this week 
where he looked completely out of place on 
a good track.

While Gambhir didn't spell out the play-
ing eleven, there were enough indications 
that India might bring back Shubman Gill 
at number three.

"Indian cricket's transition is in safe hands 
as long as there are honest people in the dress-
ing room. Only criteria to be in that dressing 
room is performance," Gambhir said at the 

pre-match press conference.
Trailing 1-2, a win for Australia will seal 

their place in the final at the Lord's against 
South Africa in the World Test Championship.

India, on other hand, not only require a 
win but also need Sri Lanka to not lose any of 
their two Tests at home against Pat Cummins' 
men to qualify for the WTC finals.

The visitors aren't looking like a team 
at ease right now, especially Rohit, who is 
caught between a rock and a hard place both 
as skipper and batter.

He may or may not announce retirement 
but playing the traditional format after Sydney 
looks a long shot.

Add to this the murmurs of dissension in 
the team that could have a bearing on how the 
players perform.

The implosion started with Ravichandran 
Ashwin retiring and going back home midway 
through the series and Rohit's poor form has 
certainly made him lose a bit of command.

Rishabh in the line of fire
There are reports that Rishabh Pant's shot 

selection has invited the wrath of Gambhir, 
who is now planning a rap on the knuckles 
by dropping him in favour of Dhruv Jurel.

If Pant is indeed axed from the game, it 
would be a redux of the time when legendary 
all-rounder Kapil Dev was taught a lesson for 
his poor shot selection during a 1984 tour of 
England with a similar omission.


