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No Pakistan Cricketer in ICC Teams of
Decade; Fans Wonder Why

Advisor Baseer Khan meets scores of 
deputations, individuals

South Africa vs Sri Lanka: Elgar Falls Short Of
Ton As South Africa Fight Back
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Parts of Jammu dressed
in white after fresh snowfall

Night temperature improves, stays above freezing point after 14 days

Will see whether
anti-defection law can 

be imposed: Govt
 � Owais Gul

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: Amid allegations of 
horse-trading by the political parties, the 
divisional administration Kashmir on monday 
said that it will verify whether the anti-defection 
law can be enacted in Jammu and Kashmir.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of the 
oath ceremony of recently elected DDc members 
at sKIcc here, Divisional commissioner Kashmir, 
P K Pole when asked whether the law can be 
imposed here, said that he will have to check 
it from the rural Development Department 
(rDD) department first.

According to the news agency—Kashmir 
News observer (KNo), he further stated that 
the DDc members who took oath today will 
have the powers to prepare the final list of 
the funds that will be allocated to their 
respective districts. “The final draft for the 
allocation of the funds will be approved of 
DDc members,” he said.

he added that people will no longer
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Elected DDC members must uphold 
mandate of people: Sajad Lone

JKAP says it has support of independents and others to head 6-7 DDCs in JK
 � Sumir Kaul

sRINaGaR, dEc 28 (PtI): The 
Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party 
(JKAP) is aiming to have its 
chairpersons in at least six to seven 
District Development councils 
with the help of Independents 
and members of other parties who 
are "willing" to cross over, its chief 
Altaf Bukhari said on monday.

elected DDc members will pick 
the chairpersons in 20 districts 

-- 10 each in Jammu and Kashmir 
-- within three weeks.

The JKAP won only 12 DDc 
constituencies out of a total of 
280 in the first democratic exercise 
in Jammu and Kashmir after the 
revocation of its special status 
under Article 370 of the 
constitution and its bifurcation 
into union territories in August 
last year.

A businessman-turned-
politician who was part of the 

PDP-BJP coalition government in 
Jammu and Kashmir between 
2015 and 2018, Bukhari said his 
party had quietly fielded 
independent candidates. "on 
sunday, I have paraded all the 21 
(winning) independent candidates 
at the party meeting. There was 
no coercion whatsoever," he said.

Targeting the rival People's 
Alliance for gupkar Declaration 
(PAgD), Bukhari said, "They built 
a false narrative against my party 

that we are the 'B team of BJP' or 
the 'King's party'. We were trying 
to build a base in the newly carved 
out union Territory and were 

attracting the right kind of people, 
including intellectuals and well 
educated."

"The other political parties 
made attempts to sabotage our 
identity and also went ahead in 
claiming that the elections were 
for restoration of Article 370, et 
cetera, et cetera," Bukhari told 
PTI here.

Asked about the below-
expectation performance of the 
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Ahead of New Year celebrations, 
tourists throng Gulmarg, Pahalgam  

 � Raouf Dar

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: hundreds of 
tourists have arrived in famous gulmarg, 
Pahalgam and other places in the Valley 
to celebrate New Year.

A hotelier in gulmarg told news 
agency KINs that tourists from across 

the country are rushing towards this 
famous ski resort in north Kashmir on 
the New Year’s eve.

People associated with travel trade 
say other tourist destinations in Kashmir 
have also witnessed a good number of 
hotel bookings.
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We want to make 
India a superpower: 

Rajnath Singh
NEW dElhI, dEc 28: India has the 

potential to become a superpower and it 
needs significant achievements in the fields 

of education, health and industry to make 
the cut, Defence minister rajnath singh said 
on monday as he mentioned the country’s 
glorious history including major discoveries 
by ancient scientists like Aryabhata ahead 
of their western counterparts.

In an online address at the convocation 
of IIm ranchi, singh delved into India’s rich 
contribution in the field of scientific 
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‘Total electorates in JK’, Delimitation commission gathers 
vital data, likely to visit UT in Feb- March

Covid-19 claims 6 more lives, 156 test positive in J&K
Total cases 120,293, death toll reaches 1,875

Police Arrests Accused in
Sexual Assault Case in Narkora Budgam

Prominent & Influential Hotelier Trying to Close the  Case as accused is his son

’Deliver for people of J&K in fair, 
transparent and effective manner’

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: J&K Peoples 
conference (JKPc) chairman sajad gani 
lone monday convened a meeting of the 
senior leadership and newly elected DDc

Turn on Page | 2

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: Parts of Jammu 
region received a fresh snowfall 
overnight, leading to the temporary 
closure of Jammu-srinagar national 
highway.

As per the last reports, NhW was 
open for traffic movement after 
clearance of landslide and accumulated 
snowfall.

reports of fresh snowfall were 
received from Banihal, Jawahar Tunnel, 
mata Vaishno Devi, marwah, Warwan, 
machail, Kishtwar, Patnitop and other 
higher reaches.

snow depth ranging from 1 inch 
to 6 inches was reported at these 
places.

light snowfall also occured at few 
parts of Kashmir including Pahalgam, 
gulmarg, gurez and sonamarg.

meanwhile, temperature stayed 
above freezing point in parts of the 
valley after a period of 14 days.

srinagar city recorded the low of 
0.6 degrees celsius – improvement 
of almost 6 degrees from minus 5.2 
degrees celsius the previous night.

The ski-resort of gulmarg in north 
Kashmir was the coldest place in the 

valley with a low of minus 6.5 degrees 
celsius last night. The night 
temperature at Pahalgam resort, 
which also serves as one of the base 
camps for the annual Amarnath yatra 
in south Kashmir, settled at a low of 
minus 1.3 degrees celsius – up from 
minus 5.9 degrees celsius yesterday.

Qazigund – the gateway town to 
the valley – in south Kashmir recorded 
a low of minus 0.3 degrees celsius 
– higher than the previous night’s 
minus 5.0 degrees celsius. Kokernag 
town, also in the south, recorded a 
low of minus 1.5 degrees celsius, 
while Kupwara, in north, registered
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Jammu, dEc 28: The 
government on monday informed 
that 156 new positive cases of 
novel corona virus (coVID-19), 
66 from Jammu division and 90 
from Kashmir division, have been 
reported today thus taking the 
total number of positive cases in 
Jammu and Kashmir to 120293. 
Also 06 coVID-19 deaths have 

been reported; 01 from Jammu 
Division and 05 from Kashmir 

Division.
moreover, 275 more coVID-19 

patients have recovered and 
discharged from various hospitals 
including 155 from Jammu Division 
and 120 from Kashmir Division.

According to the daily media 
Bulletin on novel corona virus 
(covid-19), out of 120293 positive 
cases, 3157  are Active Positive, 

115261 have recovered and 1875 
have died; 692 in Jammu division 
and 1183 in Kashmir division.

The Bulletin further said that 
out of 3739623test results available, 
3619330 samples have been tested 
as negative till December 28, 2020.

Till date 872900 persons have 
been enlisted for observation
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sRINaGaR, dEc 28: Budgam police 
have arrested a man and registered a case 
against him in connection with kidnapping 
& brutal sexual assault on a 23-year-old 
girl in Budgam. 

meanwhile, locals have demanded severe 
punishment for the accused.  According 

to the cNs, after the abduction of a 23-year-
old girl in Narkora Budgam on December 
22, there has been a wave of public outrage 
against the physical abuse.

In this regard, Budgam police arrested 
Azaan Kaunsar son of Kaunsar Ahmad
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 � Ishtiyaq Ahmad

sRINaGaR, dEc 28: The 
Delimitation commission operating 
from its New Delhi office has 
gathered vital data pertaining to 
total electorates in Jammu and 
Kashmir and is most likely to visit 
union territory in february- march, 
KINs has learnt.

The commission constituted 
to ‘redraw’ J&K’s Assembly hasn’t 

visited Jammu and Kashmir even 
once during the past nine and half 
months of its constitution.

sources said that earlier though 
the commission had planned to 
visit union territory Jammu and 
Kashmir, but it couldn’t visit due 
to the severity of coronavirus 
pandemic and more so because 
of the District Development council 
(DDc) elections.

however highly placed sources 
told news agency KINs that now 
the commission is likely to visit 

J&K in the february- march to 
seek views of political parties and 
people on the delimitation of 
constituencies.

Asked whether the coronavirus-
induced lockdown had delayed 
the work of the Delimitation 
commission, a source said that 
the panel remains “unstoppable” 
and continues with its task.

sources said that the first visit 
of the commission will discuss 

how to ensure equal distribution 
of assembly seats among the two 
regions.

however KINs could not 
contacted any member of the 
commission for the comments 
over the visit. 

As per the reorganisation act 
of J&K 2019, ladakh uT will have 
no Assembly while J&K uT will 
have an Assembly after
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DDC Members 
Administered Oath Across 

All Districts Of Kashmir
sRINaGaR, dEc 28: The 

elected members of maiden 
District Development council 
(DDc) elections held in the 
history of Jammu and Kashmir 
were today administered oath 
by respective district heads 
across all the districts of 

Kashmir division.
on the occasion, 138 DDc 

members representing 138 
Block constituencies of 10 
districts of the division swore 
in the name of god and 
pledged to bear true faith and 
allegiance to the constitution 

of India and also uphold the 
sovereignty of India.

AT srINAgAr: The District 
Development commissioner 
(DDc), srinagar, Dr shahid 
Iqbal choudhary, today 
administered oath to the
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India home to 
second largest population
of Muslims in world: 
Prez Murmu

VPNs, proxy servers
complicate bomb 
threat investigations,
says Delhi Police

After ferry tragedy,
 life jackets mandatory
for boat rides from 
Gateway of India

Kharge submits
 privilege notice in
 RS against Shah over 
Ambedkar remarks
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Working with MEA to get 

international travel advisories 

removed: CM Omar

‘Hydel-power generation 
capacity being doubled to 

6647 MWs by 2026’
Riyaz Bhat

SRINAGAR: In Jammu and 
Kashmir, the expenditure trend over 
the years reveal that a huge part of 
total expenditure is on purchase of 
power.

The official documents available 
with the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), authorities have said 
that “Analysis of expenditure trends 
over the years reveals that the UT of 
JK faces hard budget constraints on 
account of the sizable committed 
nature of its expenditure.”

“They include interest payments, 
salaries and pensions. Cumulatively, 

they constituted nearly 73 percent 
of its total expenditure in FY 2023-
24. A significant part of the total 
expenditure of the UT is on purchase 
of power,” it reads.

The document however does not 
delve into details but mentions that 

a significant amount of 
the overall expenditure 
is being executed on 
purchase of power.

It further said 
that although power 
purchase expenditure 
cannot be classified as 
committed expenditure. 
“Yet in the case of the 
UT it has assumed the 
nature of committed 

expenditure because of historical 
practice of huge under-recoveries 
from the sale of power sector.”

“In recent years, there has been 
some increase in the power receipts 
with improvement in metering. 
However, despite this, the gap 
between cost of power purchase 
bill and receipts

KC NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The Jammu and Kashmir 
government is working with External 
Affairs Ministry to help water down travel 
advisories issued by various countries 
which have made it “all but impossible” 
for foreign tourists to visit the Union 
Territory, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
said Wednesday.

In an interactive session at 18th Annual 
Tourism Summit 2024 organised by the 
CII, Abdullah said as a result of the 30-
35 years of trouble that J&K has gone 
through, international tourism has not 
been a focus area.

He said it is simply because the 
travel advisories that exist make it “all 
but impossible” for tourists from traditional 
markets to visit Kashmir.

“As a result of those travel advisories, 
their insurance is void if they travel into 
Kashmir and that’s a no-no for them. 
That’s something again we are working 
with the government of India particularly 
with the Ministry of External Affairs to 
try and use their good offices to at least 
water them down initially with a view 
to completely removing them,” he said.

Abdullah said people of J&K want these 
high-spending tourists to visit the region.

“So, you will find that the guy who 
was happy to invest in an Innova will 

think of investing in a Mercedes because 
they start seeing high-spending tourist 
coming…similarly with hotels and 
everything else,” he said.

The chief minister said in the last 
few years, the tourism sector in Kashmir 
has seen growth in volumes because 
“volumes have allowed us to project a 
sense of normalcy”.
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Eco-system of terrorism in J&K 
has almost ended: HM Amit Shah

Chairs key meet on J&K, LG Sinha, top security brass attends

“Participation of people in 
elections shows their faith in 

democracy”
KC NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Union Home Minister and 
Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah today 
said due to the sustained and coordinated 
efforts of the Modi Government, the eco-
system of terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir 
has almost ended.

He made these remarks while chairing 
a High-Level Security review meeting on 
Jammu and Kashmir in New Delhi, today. 
Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir,  Manoj Sinha, Union Home Secretary, Director (IB), RAW Chief, Chief of Army Staff, GOC-

in-C (Northern Command), DGMO, Chief 
Secretary & DGP of Jammu and Kashmir, 
heads of CAPFs and other senior officials 
of the Ministry of Home Affairs attended 
the meeting.

Addressing the meeting, the Union Home 
Minister said that in line with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Zero Tolerance Policy against 
terrorism, we will achieve the goal of ‘Terror 
Free Jammu and Kashmir’ at the earliest 
and all resources will be made available 
for this.He said that the Modi Government, 
with the joint efforts of all security forces, is 
committed to establish complete dominance 
over terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir.

CM Omar Abdullah

 meet HM, hopes statehood

 will be restored
“Only elected govt can deal with militancy”

KC NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Jammu & Kashmir 
CM Omar Abdullah on Thursday held 
a high-level meeting with Home 
Minister Amit Shah focussing on key 

security issues, particularly related 
to Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking to reporters, the 
Chief Minister expressed hope that 
statehood

Kulgam Encounter: Top commander 
among 5 Hizb terrorists killed
Hizb wiped out from Shopian, Kulgam: Army

Umaisar Gull Ganaie

KULGAM: Five terrorists were 
killed, and two army personnel were 
injured during a fierce encounter at 
Kadder village of Behibagh, Kulgam, 
on Thursday.

 The security agencies have 
hailed the operation as a major 
step forward in their mission to 
eradicate terrorism from the region.

As per the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
Correspondent, acting on a credible 

intelligence about the presence 
of terrorists in the area, a joint 
team comprising the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police, the Army’s 34 
Rashtriya Rifles, and the Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) launched 
a cordon-and-search operation late 
Wednesday night.

The operation culminated in 
a five-hour-long gunfight, during 
which five militants belonging to 
the Hizbul Mujahideen outfit were 
neutralized.

The slain terrorists were 
identified as Farooq Ahmad Bhat, 
Mushtaq Ahmad Yatoo, Irfan Yaqoob, 
Adil Hajam, and Yasir Javed—all 
residents of Kulgam district. Farooq 
Ahmad Bhat, the oldest among them, 
had been active since 2015 and was 
a key commander

CJ Exhorts Law 
Students To Be 

Advocates Of Change
KC NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU:  Chief Justice, High Court of J&K and 
Ladakh and Patron-in-Chief, J&K Legal Services 
Authority, Tashi Rabstan, today chaired an 
interactive session organised by the J&K Legal 
Services Authority in collaboration with DLSA 
Samba and Dogra Law College, Bari Brahmana.

The event was aimed at educating and 
empowering law students about their critical 
role in fostering justice, promoting awareness 

and addressing pressing societal challenges.
The Chief Justice was accompanied by M. K. 

Sharma, Principal Secretary and Amit Kumar Gupta, 
Member Secretary, J&K Legal Services Authority.

R. N. Wattal, Principal District & Sessions 
Judge (Chairman DLSA) Samba, Rajesh Sharma, 
Deputy Commissioner, Samba

Ensure effective implementation 
of FRA in JK: Minister  Javed Rana

KC NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmad Rana, 
today impressed upon the 
officers to ensure effective 
implementation of Forest Rights 
Act in Jammu and Kashmir.

He was speaking during a 
meeting held at Civil Secretariat 
here to discuss issues related 

to welfare of tribals in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended 
by Secretary, Tribal Affairs 
Department, Divisional 
Commissioner, Jammu, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Jammu, Commissioner, Jammu 
Municipal Corporation, Vice 
Chairman, Jammu Development 
Authority, Director, Tribal Affairs 
and other officers.

While addressing the 

meeting, Javed Rana said that 
the forests and tribals have 
co-existed for generations 
and we should not ignore the 
importance of tribals. "We are 
committed for empowerment 
of tribals and implementation 
of Forest Rights Act is a step 
towards that direction," he 
maintained.

Rana said that we have to 
safeguard the rights of tribals 
and work in a mission mode 
for their development and 
betterment. He assured that 
Tribal rights in land and forests 
shall be respected.

Javed Rana also instructed 
the concerned divisional officers 
in Jammu to resolve public 
issues and grievances with 

Sports Minister felicitates 
Roller Skating team for 
clinching gold in nationals
KC NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, DECEMBER 19: Minister for Youth Services 

and Sports, J&K, Satish Sharma, today extended 
felicitations to the J&K Roller Skating team for their 
6th consecutive win in the 62nd National Roller Skat-
ing Championship held in Mysuru and Coimbatore 
from December 5 to December 15, 2024.

The Sports Minister appreciated the athletes, 
saying “Winning 23 medals in a national champion-
ship is no small feat. These skaters have made the 
region proud with their achievements. Their hard 
work and dedication, coupled with the relentless 

efforts of their coaches, are evident in their results. 
My best wishes are with the team and their mentors 
for even greater success in the future.”

Sarmad Hafeez, Secretary, Youth Services and 
Sports, expressed his pride in the athletes, stating 
“The roller skating team’s success showcases the 
immense talent that exists in Jammu and Kashmir. 
It also underscores the importance of providing 
world-class coaching and facilities, which the Sports 
Council remains committed to.”

 Nuzhat Gul, Secretary, J&K Sports Council, also 
felicitated the winning team saying that this victory 
in roller skating and the spirited performance of the 
Santosh Trophy team highlight the growing sports 
culture in our region. Our athletes are demonstrating 
that with the right support, they can compete and 
excel at the highest levels, she added. She assired 
that the Sports Council will continue to nurture 
and support this 
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MUMBAI: A day after a ferry-
Navy craft collision claimed 13 
lives off the Mumbai coast, 
authorities on Thursday made 
life jackets mandatory for all 
people taking boat rides from 
the Gateway of India.

Some tourists, however, said 
the life jackets would be of help 
only if people know how to use 
them. The authorities should 
instruct people how to use the life 
jackets in case of an emergency, 
they said.

Some survivors of the tragedy 
on Wednesday claimed the ferry 
did not have enough life jackets.

Thirteen persons, including 
a Navy personnel and two 
contractual naval employees, 
were killed and nearly 100 
rescued after the Navy craft 
carrying out engine trials dashed 
against the passenger ferry ‘Neel 
Kamal’ on Wednesday afternoon.

The ferry was carrying more 

than 100 passengers from the 
Gateway of India to the Elephanta 

Island.
Devidas Jadhav, an assistant 

boat inspector deputed at the 
Gateway of India, told PTI that 
they have made the use of life 
jackets mandatory for every 
passenger taking ferry boat 
to Mandva near Alibaug (in 
neighbouring Raigad), Elephanta 
Island or while going for a short 

ride of the Mumbai harbour.
Sangeeta Dalvi, who was 

travelling to Mandva with her 
husband for some work, said 
passengers must use life jackets 
as they can save lives in case of 
an emergency.

She also said there was no 
need for the people to be scared 
after Wednesday’s accident.

“Such tragedies do not 
happen everyday. We do not 

avoid travelling by roads though 
everyday several accidents occur 
on roads,” Dalvi added.

Suyesh Sharma, a tourist from 
Chhattisgarh who came to the 
Gateway of India to take a boat 
ride as he had time before his 
return by an evening flight, said 
life jackets does not prove much 
helpful in the high sea unless 
people know how to use them.

“Life jackets could prove 
helpful only when you know 
how to use them. Authorities 
should also tell people how to 
use them in case of emergency,” 
said Sharma, who often takes up 
adventure sports like river rafting.

Boat owners from Bhaucha 
Dhakka (a wharf near the 
Dockyard Road here) said they 
insist that people wear life jackets, 
but passengers are reluctant 
many a times though they could 
prove life-saving in case of an 
emergency.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
ELECTRIC DIVISION BUDGAM KPDCL.

Tender Notice.
 e-NIT No.:-EDB/91 of  2024-25           D a t e d:  19-12-2024
For and on behalf of the Managing Director, Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Limited, e-Tenders, (In Two Cover 
System) are hereby invited fromGovt. approved Electrical Contractors, for works, as details below:

Name of the work Items Adv. Cost 
(Lacs)

Cost of 
Tender Doc

EMD Completion
 Period 

Status Of AAA

Stablization of 11 kV dedina feeder for 
providing of power supply to transit 
Accomadation at Kakanmarn Narbal.

18.6 RS. 1000/- Rs.37200.00 60 days Accorded

1. Bidders are advised to study the Standard Bidding Document (SBD) / Tender Specifications carefully. 
Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to have been done after careful study and examine,   of the 
procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document with full understanding of its implications by 
the bidder.
2. The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view, 
download the e-Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned 
in the table below:

A Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document The standard Bidding Document can be 
downloaded over http://jktenders.gov.in from  
20-12-2024; 4:00 PM

B Sale of Bid Document (Start) 20-12-2024; 4:00  PM
C Sale of Bid Document (End) 06-01-2025, 4:00 PM
D Clarification start date 21-12-2024; 11:00 AM
E Clarification End date 25-12-2024; 4:00  PM
F e-Bid submission (start) date and time (submission of e-tender 

fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format
26-12-2024; 10:00 AM

G e-Bid submission (End) date and time  (submission of e-tender 
fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format)

06-01-2025, 4:00 PM

H Hard Copy of e-tender fee and EMD Instrument& Affidavit 
that the Firm/Contractor  is not Black listed by any  of the 
Govt. Offices.

Up-to 06-01-2025; 04:00 PM in office of the 
Executive Engineer ED- Budgam

I Online commercial and technical e-bid opening date and time 07-01-2025; 02:00 PM

J Online financial e-bid opening date & time (only of the 
technically qualified bidders)

Will be communicated to the technically qualified 
bidders

K Venue of opening of technical & financial e-bids office of the Executive Engineer ED- Budgam

No: EDB/8151-54
Dated:19-12-2024

S/d-
Executive Engineer

 ED Budgam (KPDCL)DIPK-NB-2884/24

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
Office of the Chief Horticulture 

Officer Kupwara H.Q. (Handwara).
Tele/fax No: 01955-262665    –   email:kupwaracho@gmail.com 

Subject:  Open Auction of firewood of Old & Senile trees at Fruit 
Plant Nursery Kultoora.

OPEN AUCTION NOTICE
The Department of Horticulture District Kupwara intends to Auction the firewood of 25 No’s of old & senile trees 
(Apple= 16 & Pear= 9) existing in Fruit Plant Nursery Kultoora. All the interested parties are informed to participate in 
the on-spot auction scheduled to be held on 23-12-2024 at 12:00 pm in Fruit Plant Nursery Kultoora. The bidders who 
are willing to participate in the open auction shall have to deposit CDR amount of Rs. 1500/- (Rupees One thousand 
five hundred only) pledged to the Chief Horticulture Officer Kupwara (Handwara) before the auction proceedings.

 The terms & conditions shall remain as under:
•	 The	successful	bidder	has	to	deposit	100%	of	the	auction	amount	within	two	days.	
•	 The	successful	bidder	shall	not	be	allowed	to	lift	the	material	from	the	nursery	till	full	amount	of	the	
bid is remitted.
•	 The	successful	bidder	has	to	pay	penalty	whatsoever	imposed	upon	him	by	the	department	in	case	any	
damage happens to the public/ private property during excavation and lifting of trees.
•	 The	whole	process	of	excavation	of	the	trees	is	to	be	completed	within	a	weeks	time	positively.
•	 Any	other	suitable	condition	(if	any)	shall	be	communicated	to	the	successful	bidder	on	the	date	of	
auction on spot.
•	 The	committee	reserves	the	right	to	accept	or	reject	the	offer	of	the	bidder	without	assigning	any	reason.
•	 The	CDR	of	the	successful	bidder	shall	be	released	only	after	fulfillment	of	all	the	terms	and	conditions	
laid down above.
•	 Further	details	with	regard	to	the	open	auction	of	the	said	trees	can	be	had	from	the	office	of	the	Chief	
Horticulture Officer Kupwara (Handwara) during office hours on any working day.
 

Sd/Chief Horticulture Officer
Kupwara(Handwara)DIPK-9733/24

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 

MECHANICAL IRRIGATION DIVISION SRINAGAR, 
NEAR J&K BANK(ZALDAGAR ) 

Telefax No. 0194-2952696 e.mail Id: xenmidsrinagar@gmail.com 
Sub: - Extension in bidding time for e-NIT No. 15 OF 2024-25, Dated: 12-11-2024 for
below mentioned works: -
LIS Lethpora - Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of 02 pumping units, allied
Civil Works including Foundation Works, Submersible Pump for Priming, 3-Ton
Travelling Crane with Chain Pulley Block, Operator's Cabin and allied electromechanical works. 
Ref: - JK Government official e-Procurement portal Tender ID No .: - 
2024_IFC_264314_1 

EXTENSION NOTICE
Due to No response to above mentioned e-NIT for the subject works, the  critical dates are extended as under: - 

Pre- bid meeting date 21/12/2024 at 1130 hrs
Bid submission/ Document download / sale end Date 26/12/2024 at 1400 hrs
Date and time of Bid opening 27/12/2024 at 1230 hrs

Rest of the terms and conditions shall remain un-altered as laid down in the original e-NIT. 
No. MIDS/Ts/3261-69
Dated: -19-12-2024

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

Mechanical Irrigation Division
 Srinaga

DIPK-9749/24

Government of Jammu and Kashmir
JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF EXECUTTIVE ENGINEER, 
PHE MECHANICAL RURAL DIVISION, 

SRINAGAR, KASHMIR.
Corrigendum-I

For E-NIT No. PHE/MRD/TS/81of12/2024DT: - 
12-12-2024issued vide this office No:-PHE/MRD/TS/4247-51 
DT: - 12-12-2024andpublished vide No: 2024_PHE_267835_1is 
hereby extended due to poor response. Thenew closing and 
opening dates are given below:

S.NO. Description Date Time

1. Closing date 23-12-2024 11:00AM

2. Bid opening date 23-12-2024 12:00 PM

No:PHE/MRD/4321-25
Dated:19-12-2024

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

PHE Mechanical
 Rural Division,

Srinagar.DIPK-9721/24

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
DIRECTORATE OF FLORICULTURE 

(G&P) KASHMIR
Tel:0194-2474234 Fax:2482032 
email:kashflori@rediffmail.com

Subject: - Cancellation of e-Tender.
In view of zero response, the e-NIT invited vide 
No.31 of 2024 dated. 14.08.2024 issued under 
endorsement No.DFK/GS-e-NIT-31/1291-94 dated. 
14.08.2024 with regard to “Outsourcing of Entry 
Ticketing system of Gulnar Park Baramulla”is hereby 
cancelled.
Fresh e-Tender of the same shall be floated shortly. 
No:- DFK/GS-e-NIT-31/2508-13
Dated.19.12.2024

Sd/-
Accounts Officer,

 (Member Secretary) 
Directorate of Floriculture, 

Kashmir.DIPK-9772/24

GOVERNMENTOF(U.T)JAMMU&KASHMIR
Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti

 (PHE) Deptt. Ground Water Division Srinagar
Baghi-Ali-Mardan, Nowshara Srinagar. 

E-mail:-phegwd@yahoo.com, Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285
Extension Notice 7TH 

Subject: 1. Construction of 02 No. of Bore Wells at different spots in Block Kalaroose in Bandi, Datta in District Kupwara.
Reference: This office e-NIT No.24-JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2024-25, issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/24-
25/Corrs./6373-82, dated: 15-10-2024. Bearing Tender ID No. 2024_PHE_260360_3.
Due to “No Response” for the above mentioned works advertised videe-NIT No. and Tender ID No’s under reference. 
Which was scheduled to be downloaded till 19-12-2024 Upto 11:00 AM are extended as per the details given below

S.No. Item Fresh Date

1. Period of submission of bids 25-12-2024 Up-to 11:00 AM

2  Date of opening of tenders 26-12-2024 11:00 AM

NOTE: 
All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred 
endstt: nos.
No: -JS-PHE/GWDS/24-25/Corrs./9323-32
Dated: 19-12-2024.

Sd/= Executive Engineer 
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt. 
Ground Water Division 

SrinagarDIPK-9780/24

After Ferry Tragedy, Life 
Jackets Mandatory For Boat Rides 

From Gateway Of India

VPNs, proxy servers complicate 
bomb threat investigations, says Delhi Police

NEW DELHI: As bomb 
threats threw more than 100 
Delhi schools into chaos in the 
past nine days, police and experts 
said that VPNs and proxy servers 
acted as key barriers in solving 
cases and legal frameworks for 
obtaining information from these 
services are inadequate, leading 
to delays in investigations.

Since May this year, over 
50 bomb threat emails have 
targeted not only schools but 
also hospitals, airports and 
airline companies in Delhi, but 

the police have yet to make any 
breakthroughs in these cases.

Former Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal had also raised 
concerns over threats to schools 
on Wednesday and questioned 
the police’s failure to catch the 
culprit.

According to senior officials, 
the Delhi Police have written to 
service providers like Google, VK 
(known as Mail.ru), and Outlook.
com to obtain the IP addresses 
of the senders.

In some cases, the police have 

received responses, but they have 
not been able to determine the 
exact origin.

The Delhi Police have also 
sought the assistance of Interpol 
through central agencies.

“Our investigation is 
underway. We are working to 
trace the origin of the sender. 
While their servers or domains 
have been traced to European 
or Middle Eastern countries, 
the actual origin remains 
unconfirmed, as the emails were 
sent using VPNs (Virtual Private 
Networks) or proxy servers,” an 
officer said.

A dedicated unit of the Delhi 
Police Special Cell has been 
tasked with investigating the 
threat cases.

Cong always hated 
Ambedkar, included his 

shameful cartoon in NCERT 
book in 2012: Pradhan

NEW DELHI:  Union Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan Thursday slammed 
the Congress, alleging it has always hated 
BR Ambedkar and had even included a 
cartoon in an NCERT textbook showing 
Jawaharlal Nehru “whipping” Ambedkar.

  He claimed that the “crocodile tears” 
of the Congress over Ambedkar are just 
pretence.

“Suddenly the Congress has got a 
lot of respect for Babasaheb Ambedkar. 
These crocodile tears of the Congress for 
Babasaheb are just a pretence, there is a 
huge difference between their words and 
actions. The Congress party’s hatred and 
contempt for Babasaheb is well known,” 
Pradhan wrote in a post on X.

The Union Education Minister said 
that during the rule of the Congress-led 
UPA-2 government, a shameful cartoon 
was included in the NCERT textbook for 
Class 11 in 2012 in which Pandit Nehru was 
shown “whipping” Babasaheb Ambedkar.

“After strong opposition from BJP, then 
Human Resource Development Minister 
Kapil Sibal apologised and announced to 
withdraw it.

“Obviously, such a shameful act cannot 
happen unknowingly, this cartoon filled 
with hatred towards Babasaheb was made 
public only after the approval of the royal 
family and the whole country knows who 
had control of the remote-run government 
at that time,” Pradhan said.

The Union education minister said, 
“These corrupt people who give themselves 
‘Bharat Ratna’ have never given proper 
respect to Babasaheb and when the 

Honorable Prime Minister Modi Ji is giving 
a grand honour to Babasaheb Ambedkar Ji, 
the Congress party is unable to digest it.”

“The Congress party, which makes 
political gains in the name of Babasaheb 

Ambedkar, takes his name only out of 
compulsion, while the truth is that the 
entire Congress party, from Jawaharlal 
Nehru to Rahul Gandhi, has always hated 
Babasaheb,” added Pradhan.

A massive political row erupted on 
Wednesday as the Congress and other 
opposition parties launched an all-out 
attack on Shah for his remarks on Ambedkar 
and demanded his sacking, while Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and other top BJP 
leaders rallied to his defence and said he has 
exposed Congress’ “anti-Ambedkar” stand.

Competing marches by opposition and 
NDA MPs over the Ambedkar issue led to 
shoving and jostling inside Parliament 
House premises on Thursday with the 
BJP’s Pratap Sarangi getting injured in the 
melee amid allegations that Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi pushed him. 

Kharge submits 

privilege notice in 

RS against Shah 

over Ambedkar 

remarks

NEW DELHI: Congress president and Leader 
of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun 

Kharge on Thursday 
submitted a privilege 
notice against Home 
Minister Amit Shah for 
his remarks against B 
R Ambedkar.

In his notice 
submitted to the RS 
Chairman, Kharge 

alleged that the remarks made by Shah were 
an insult to the architect of the Constitution 
and amounted to breach of privilege and 
contempt of the House.

“I hereby give a notice of question of 
privilege against Shri Amit Shah, Minister 
of Home Affairs under Rule 188 of Rules of 
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the 
Council of States (Rajya Sabha),” Kharge said 
in his notice.

He said on December 17, Shah during his 
reply in the Rajya Sabha on the discussion on 
‘Glorious journey of 75 years of the Constitution 
of India.

BJP president 
Nadda asks Congress 
to ‘stop lying’ on 
Ambedkar issue

NEW DELHI: The BJP on Thursday launched 

a fresh attack on the Congress over its treat-
ment of B R Ambedkar as the ruling party’s 
president J P Nadda asked the opposition 
party to “stop lying”.

Nadda reiterated his party’s accusations 
against the Congress for insulting and ignor-
ing Ambedkar and his legacy, and cited the 
work undertaken by the Modi government 
to honour his legacy.

His posts on X came amid the opposition’s 
relentless attack on Home Minister Amit Shah 
for allegedly insulting Ambedkar during his 
Rajya Sabha speech.He told the Congress 
and its “rotten ecosystem” that they lost 
Lok Sabha polls for a third consecutive time 
in June and performed badly in a number of 
assembly polls.“In November, you lost badly in 
Maharashtra. At least now stop lying. Because 

your lies will not go unchecked. The truth will 
always win. Jai Bhim,” he said.

Shah has in turn accused the Congress of 
distorting his remarks and has received strong 
support from the ruling party, including PM 
Modi.Nadda claimed the Congress and its 
rotten ecosystem have been exposed since 
Wednesday by all those who believe in truth, 
democracy and social justice.
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Mega Grievance Redressal

 Camp held at Markundal

BANDIPORA: As part of the nation-wide ‘Prashasan Gaon ki Ore’ cam-
paign, Chairman District Development Council (DDC) Bandipora, Abdul 
Gani Bhat along with the Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, Manzoor 
Ahmad Qadri on Thursday presided over a mega grievance redressal camp 
at Markundal, Hajin.

Addressing the gathering, 
Chairman DDC emphasized that 
the week-long activities as part 
of Prashasan Gaon ki Ore are aimed 
to disseminate information about 
various welfare schemes and 
ensure public grievances are ad-
dressed at their doorsteps.

He said these initiatives are 
part of efforts to enhance public 
outreach, raise awareness about 
government programmes and directly engage with the public to understand 
and resolve their issues effectively.

Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy Commissioner highlighted the 
introduction of various online services, including revenue records, ration 
cards, and Tap water and electricity connections, emphasizing the conve-
nience and efficiency these services bring to the public.

He also underscored the importance of the Public Services Guarantee 
Act, which ensures the timely delivery of services within specified timelines.

The DC urged residents to take full advantage of these online services, 
making access to essential government services easier and faster.

During the event, the DC further urged the residents to prioritize 
registering their grievances with the concerned departments, assuring 
them that all issues would be addressed within the designated timelines.

Addressing the gathering, Chief Agricultural Officer Bandipora high-
lighted the transparency in the processing of applications, ensuring that 
all procedures are fair and accessible to the public.

Programme Manager Umeed NRLM elaborated on several welfare 
schemes available to the public, particularly the ‘YUVA’ initiative and urged 
the youth to take benefits of this mission.

During the event, several issues were raised by the public including 
concerns about the availability of health services, slow pace of work on 
the flood channel protection wall, uninterrupted filtered water supply and 
others.

Responding to the above issues, the Deputy Commissioner assured the 
residents that all these concerns will be addressed promptly and urged 
the concerned authorities to take appropriate action to resolve them at 
the earliest.

Among others, the event was attended by District Programme Officer 
Bandipora, Chief Agriculture officer, Lead Bank Manager, District Informa-
tion Officer, BDO Naidkhai, public representatives and a large gathering of 
the general public.

JKGLTF Delegation Calls on 

Salman Sagar, Raises Issues of 

Teaching Community

SRINAGAR: A delegation from the Jammu and Kashmir General Line 
Teachers Forum (JKGLTF) met with Hon’ble MLA Mr. Salman Sagar at Nawai 

Subha to congratulate him on his elec-
tion to the Legislative Assembly and to 
discuss pressing issues faced by the 
teaching community, particularly Gen-
eral Line Teachers (GLTs).

The delegation presented a detailed 
charter of demands and highlighted 
various challenges affecting the teach-
ing fraternity, including service matters, 
working conditions, and policy-level 
concerns specific to GLTs.

Mr. Sagar expressed his gratitude to the delegation for their congratu-
latory remarks and assured them of his commitment to addressing their 
concerns. He promised to bring the issues raised to the attention of the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister and Hon’ble Education Minister for prompt resolu-
tion.

The meeting reinforced the delegation’s hopes for positive policy in-
terventions to support the teaching community in Jammu and Kashmir.

Private Schools Exploit

 Parents With Exorbitant Book 

Prices For Little Students

Srinagar: Private schools in Srinagar are drawing criticism for charging 
exorbitant rates for textbooks, with parents accusing them of turning 
education into a profit-driven enterprise.

The financial strain is particularly evident in kindergarten levels, where 
the cost of book sets has skyrocketed, leaving parents questioning the 
ethics of such practices.

Abdul Rashid, a parent whose child attends Oasis School in Gogji Bagh, 
Srinagar, shared his frustration over the steep prices. “I paid nearly Rs 5,500 
for the book set of my UKG kid. This is an outrageous amount for books 
meant for such young children,” he told the news agency Kashmir News 
Trust.

Similar grievances have surfaced from parents of students in other 
private schools, who argue that these institutions are inflating prices 
under the pretext of providing books of “International Cambridge standards.

Parents have expressed concerns about the commercialization of edu-
cation, which they claim is becoming increasingly unaffordable and intol-
erable. “Education has become a business,” one parent lamented. They 
emphasized that while quality education is essential, the financial burden 
imposed by schools is forcing many families into difficult situations.

The Director Education recently issued a warning to private schools, 
cautioning them against selling books at inflated prices. Parents are calling 
for stricter regulations and greater transparency in school operations to 
alleviate the financial burden on families and ensure education remains 
accessible to all.

 “Authorities must curb this practice and ensure that parents are not 
exploited in the name of international standards,” said parents.

Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore 
Campaign Launched across 

Bandipora District

District Bandipora Taekwondo 
Championship 2024 concludes at HSS Hajin

KVK B’pora Organises Awareness 
Programme On Minimizing Pesticide 

Use In Agriculture

Major General Anupinder
 Bevli Inspects NCC Headquarters 

Jammu Group

Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore: Grievance Redressal 

Camps organized across all 26 Blocks of B'la

BANDIPORA: In line with the na-
tionwide initiative "Prashasan Gaon Ki 
Ore," the District Administration Ban-
dipora on Thursday launched a week-

long campaign to redress public griev-
ances and enhance service delivery at 
the grassroot level.

Special grievance redressal camps 
were organized across the district, 
bringing government services and 
grievance mechanisms directly to the 
people aimed  to foster a culture of 
good governance.

The mega event of the  campaign 
was held at Markundal, Sumbal, where 
Chairman District Development Coun-
cil (DDC) Abdul Gani Bhat along with  
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Bandipo-
ra, Manzoor Ahmad Qadri listened to 
the issues of the public and assured 

prompt redressal of genuine public 
grievances.

At Aloosa, a special grievance re-
dressal camp was  presided over by 

Chief Medical Officer (CMO) 
Dr. Rafi Ahmad Salati and Block 
Development Officer (BDO) 
Owais Ahmad Malik.

During the camp, the of-
ficers interacted with the 
public, listened to their con-
cerns, and assured them of 
timely resolutions. Various 
issues related to healthcare, 
sanitation, and developmen-
tal works were discussed, with 
the officers emphasizing the 
administration's commitment 
to delivering services at the 

grassroot level.
Similarly, a series of grievance re-

dressal camps were organized at vari-
ous locations across District  including 
Sub-Division Gurez, where nodal of-
ficers designated by the District Ad-
ministration listened to public issues 
and assured time bound resolution, 
ensuring doorstep delivery of gover-
nance.

The camps organised at various 
locations across the district also high-
lighted welfare schemes and public 
services, aligning with the campaign's 
objective of promoting good governance 
and ensuring efficient service delivery.

BANDIPORA:  The District Bandipora 
Taekwondo Championship 2024 con-
cluded on a high note today  at Government 
Higher Secondary School, Hajin, Bandi-
pora. The event showcased exceptional 
talent, sportsmanship, and determination 
from young athletes across the area.

Padmashree Faisal Ali Dar, who is brand 
ambassdor Nasha Mukti Bharat Abhiyan 
was the chief guest  while as Dr.Muneer 
ul Islam Superintendent Ali's Sports Acad-
emy was the special guest on the occasion.

Dr. Muneer ul Islam commended the 
unique nature of Taekwondo, particu-
larly highlighting its importance in em-
powering women.

He said, “This game is a unique sport, 
especially for women, and it plays a vital 
role in their empowerment.

I am delighted to see such enthusiasm 
and passion for this sport, especially from 
the Sonawari zone, He added.

Brand ambassador Nasha Mukti Bharat 
Abhiyaan, Faisal Ali Dar, while presenting 
the medals to tonthe participants em-
phasised the significance of such events 
in providing young athletes with the op-
portunity to shine on both national and 
international platforms.

 He remarked, “This is a big opportu-
nity for all the young players to achieve 
success in national and international 
competitions. He urged participants to 
remain dedicated and consistent in their 
Taekwondo training, emphasizing that 
success in the sport requires discipline, 
hard work, and perseverance.

Faisal Ali,  also highlighted the glob-

al recognition of Taekwondo as a re-
spected martial art practiced worldwide.

He encouraged the athletes to main-

tain a positive mindset and assured them 
that with consistency and dedication, 
they could reach the highest levels of 
competition.

Faisal Ali said that, District Bandipo-
ra Taekwondo Championship 2024 not 
only provided a platform for emerging 
talent but also played a crucial role in 

promoting the values of discipline, fitness, 
and sportsmanship among the youth.

He expressed gratitude  to all those 

who contributed to the success of the 
event and expressed his gratitude to the 
volunteers, district administrators, the 
Education Department, the Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Department, and the 
people of Hajin for their unwavering sup-
port and encouragement throughout the 
event.

BANDIPORA: Krishi Vigyan Kendra Bandipora-1 
on Thursday organized a Mega Awareness Programme 
focusing on minimizing pesticide use in agriculture 
under the HADP Project-18.

An official spokesperson said the event brought 
together agricultural scientists, experts, and local 
authorities to emphasize sustainable and eco-friend-
ly farming practices. The programme commenced 
with a warm welcome address by Dr. Shabir Ahmad, 
Scientist in Plant Pathology, who greeted the esteemed 
guests and participants.

Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Bandi-
pora,  Zafar Hussain Shawal, who was the chief guest 
of the event, lauded the contributions of scientists 
and extension workers for their unwavering com-
mitment to disseminating advanced agricultural 
technologies and training farmers. He appreciated 
their efforts in fostering progress across agriculture 
and allied sectors in the district.

Dr. Tariq Sultan, Programme Coordinator at KVK 
Bandipora, underscored the institution’s critical role 
in raising awareness among farmers about the latest 
agricultural technologies. He shared insights into 
KVK’s ongoing efforts to train farmers and equip 
them with the knowledge required for sustainable 
farming.Dr. Tariq Rasool Rather, Chairman of HADP-
18, delivered a detailed and engaging lecture on 
strategies to reduce pesticide use in agriculture. He 

highlighted the importance of adopting Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) and other sustainable ap-
proaches to ensure safe and productive farming 
practices.

Dr. Mudasir Ahmad, Assistant Professor of En-
tomology at FOH SKUAST-K Shalimar, spoke on the 
vital role of non-chemical methods in tackling pest-
related challenges. He elaborated on practices such 
as biological control, cultural methods, and the use 
of pest-resistant crop varieties as effective alterna-
tives to chemical pesticides.

Scientists Dr. Tahir Saleem, Dr. Nazir Ahmad Mir 
and Dr Saba Bukhari from KVK Bandipora also in-
teracted with the participants, addressing their 
queries and providing expert advice on pest manage-
ment and related agricultural issues.

As a key highlight of the programme, Delta traps, 
essential tools for monitoring specific insect pests, 
were distributed among apple growers in the district. 
This initiative aims to enable farmers to adopt proac-
tive pest management practices, reducing reliance on 
chemical pesticides. The event concluded on a positive 
note, with participants expressing their appreciation 
for the insights and support provided by the experts. 
The programme marked a significant step towards 
promoting sustainable and eco-friendly farming prac-
tices in the Bandipora district, ensuring agricultural 
sustainability and enhanced productivity.

JAMMU: Major General Anupinder Bevli, VSM, 
Additional Director General of NCC, conducted an 
inspection of the NCC Headquarters Jammu Group 
to assess the efficiency and effectiveness of the NCC 

curriculum and operational systems.
During the visit, Major General Bevli praised the 

dedication and focused efforts of officers, permanent 
instructor staff, Associate NCC Officers (ANOs), and 
civilian staff. He stressed the need to uphold high 
standards and encouraged all personnel to con-
tinue working diligently to achieve the objectives 
of the NCC.

Brigadier P.S. Cheema, Commander of NCC Group 
Jammu, briefed the ADG during the inspection, 
which was attended by all Commanding Officers 
of NCC units under the Jammu Group.

The ADG issued directives to address non-per-
forming institutes that have failed to meet commit-
ments under the NCC Act, particularly those that 
have not nominated ANOs/CTOs or filled vacancies. 
Major General Bevli instructed the group to share 
a list of such institutions with the Department of 
Higher Education in the Union Territory for further 
action.

He emphasized that the lack of commitment 
from certain institutes limits opportunities for those 
on the waitlist eager to establish NCC units, which 
could impact the Directorate’s overall performance 
in securing the RDC Banner.

The General also highlighted the importance of 
institutional training and accountability of ANOs 
and Permanent Instructors to ensure high-quality 
training.

Major General Bevli assured full support to the 
Group Headquarters and its units, particularly the 
newly established 6 J&K Battalion NCC and 1 J&K 
Air Squadron NCC in Udhampur.

The visit underscores the commitment of the 
NCC leadership to fostering discipline, leadership, 
and excellence among cadets in the region.

BARAMULLA: As part of the nation-wide 
campaign ‘Prashashan Gaon Ki Ore,’ the 
District Administration Baramulla today 
organized grievance redressal camps across 
all the 26 blocks of the district, address-
ing the concerns of the public at the 
grassroots level.

This initiative, a key highlight of the 
‘Good Governance Week’ celebrated from 
December 19 to December 24, brings 
the administration closer to rural areas 
for prompt grievance redressal and ef-
ficient service delivery. 

The grievance redressal camps wit-
nessed enthusiastic participation from 
citizens, including Panchayat represen-
tatives, community leaders, and residents 
from diverse backgrounds voicing their 
concerns related to essential services 
such as water supply, electricity, health 
care, education, road connectivity, and 
welfare schemes. 

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Baram-
ulla, Minga Sherpa accompanied by the 
officers from all the line departments 
hosted a grievance redressal camp at the 
Govt. Higher Secondary School Chandoosa 

Baramulla, where the concerned citizens 
put forth their grievances seeking prompt 
resolution.

The DC swiftly resolved a range of issues 

on the spot and instructed the concerned 
departments to expedite the resolution of 
other grievances raised by the citizens.

Meanwhile, Minga Sherpa highlighted 

various welfare schemes run by the govern-
ment such as Mission YUVA, PM-Vishwa-
karma, HADP and PM-Kusum, underscor-
ing their transformative potential. He urged 

the public to actively and 
wholeheartedly take advantage 
of these schemes to improve 
their livelihoods and overall 
well-being.

Later, the DC visited the 
Community Health Centre (CHC), 
where he conducted a thorough 
inspection of the hospital's 
facilities. During his visit, the 
DC engaged with patients, per-
sonally inquiring about their 
satisfaction with the services 
and amenities provided at the 
facility.

Such redressal camps were 
held in all the 26 blocks of the 
district including far flung areas 
like Uri, Rampora Rajpora, Ra-

fiabad Kandi Belt, with officers from all the 
line departments, attentively listening to 
and addressing the grievances raised by 
the concerned citizens.

Investiture & Informative 
Program For Rovers & Rangers 

Held At CUK
GANDERBAL: The Central University of Kashmir marked its Foundation 

Day with an Investiture & Informative Program in collaboration with the 
J&K Bharat Scouts and Guides. The event celebrated youth empowerment 
and leadership development, featuring the formal induction of Rovers and 
Rangers into the scouting community.

The occasion was graced by Chief Guest Professor A. Ravindranath, 
Honourable Vice Chancellor of the university, and Guest of Honour Profes-
sor Dr. Fayaz Ahmad Nikka, Dean of the School of Business Studies and Senior 
Vice President of J&K Bharat Scouts and Guides. Other notable attendees 
included Farooq Ganderbali, State Headquarters Commissioner, Professor 
Javid Iqbal Kamili, Advocate Malik Shugufta, and Dr. Zia Ul Haq, alongside 
state and district officials representing the Bharat Scouts and Guides.

The program began with a welcome address by SM Shafi, Joint State 
Secretary, followed by a detailed presentation on scouting history and 
principles by Mr. Inaayat Bin Mushtaq, Joint District Secretary. A highlight 
of the event was the formal Investiture Ceremony, symbolizing the com-
mitment of the Rovers and Rangers to scouting values.

Chief speakers, including Mr. Farooq Ganderbali, emphasized the critical 
roles of Scouts and Guides in fostering leadership, community service, and 
social responsibility. Professor Javid Iqbal Kamili, Advocate Malik Shugufta, 
and Professor Dr. Fayaz Ahmad Nikka underscored the importance of youth 
engagement in civic activities and the transformative impact of scouting.

In his address, Vice Chancellor Professor A. Ravindranath lauded the 
collaboration and announced a 1% reservation in university admissions for 
Scouts and Guides, reflecting a commitment to nurturing well-rounded 
students through scouting initiatives.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Canary Oncoceutics: 
The AI-Powered Future

 of Cancer Treatment

Syed Hidayat Bukhari

The rising cancer burden in India, particularly in regions 
like Kashmir, highlights the critical need for innovative 
and accessible cancer diagnostics. With over 12,000 new 
cancer cases reported annually in Jammu and Kashmir 
alone, and more than 60,000 cases recorded in the past 
five years, the demand for its solutions has never been 
greater. Among the most common cancers in the region 
are stomach, esophageal, lung, and breast cancers. These 
alarming statistics are attributed to factors like environ-
mental pollutants, dietary habits, genetic predispositions, 
and limited access to advanced diagnostic care.

The reliance on traditional cancer treatment meth-
ods like chemotherapy and radiation, often referred to 
as "blind therapies", poses significant risks to patient 
health and survival. Blind therapies target cancer cells 

as well as healthy cells, leading to unnecessary side 
effects, treatment failures, and delayed recovery. But 
with the arrival of Canary Oncoceutics, India is now 
witnessing a revolutionary shift in cancer care. By of-
fering AI-driven, precision oncology solutions, Canary 
Oncoceutics introduces personalized, affordable, and 
effective cancer diagnostics. This innovation enables 
oncologists to design individualized treatment plans 
and eliminate the need for "trial-and-error" therapies.

The Problem with Blind Therapies

For years, cancer treatments like chemotherapy, ra-
diation, and generalized drug regimens have followed 
a "one-size-fits-all" approach. While these treatments 
have been effective for some, they often fail to consider 
the genetic and molecular uniqueness of each cancer. 
As a result, many patients are subjected to therapies 
that may not work for their specific genetic mutation.

Drawbacks of Blind Therapies

Non-Specific Targeting: Both cancerous and healthy 
cells are destroyed, leading to side effects like hair loss, 
fatigue, and weakened immunity.

Trial-and-Error Approach: Patients often undergo mul-
tiple rounds of treatment before finding one that works.

Delayed Response: With no insight into drug efficacy, 
patients must wait weeks to see if the treatment is working.

Financial Burden: Failed therapies increase healthcare 
costs, causing financial strain on families.

Blind therapies rely on chance, not precision. This is 
where Canary Oncoceutics makes a difference. By using 
AI-driven, data-based cancer care, Canary eliminates 
guesswork and provides personalized treatment options 

from the start.
Canary Oncoceutics: A Game-Changer in Precision On-

cology (India’s only CLIA and CAP certified diagnostics lab)
Unlike traditional cancer care, Canary Oncoceutics 

uses the power of genomics, AI, and machine learning 
to provide personalized treatment plans. This approach 
replaces blind therapies with targeted, evidence-based 
treatment strategies. Instead of a "try-and-see" approach, 
Canary's genomic profiling tools provide oncologists 
with precise data to identify the best drug or therapy 
for each patient.

What sets Canary Oncoceutics apart from other cancer 
diagnostics providers in India is its status as India’s only 
diagnostics lab to be CLIA certified and CAP accredited. 
This certification establishes Canary's credibility, ac-
curacy, and adherence to the highest global standards 
in clinical laboratory testing.

Technologies Used by Canary Oncoceutics

1. Canary Pulse™ (Liquid Biopsy)
What it does: Uses a simple blood test to detect cir-

culating tumor DNA (ctDNA) in the bloodstream.
How it works: Tumors release fragmented DNA into 

the blood. Canary Pulse™ captures and analyzes this 
ctDNA to detect cancer mutations and track the effec-
tiveness of treatment.

Benefits:

Non-invasive: No need for painful tissue biopsies.
Real-Time Monitoring: Tracks how well a patient is 

responding to treatment.

Early Detection: Identifies cancer even before 
symptoms appear.

Impact in India: Since Canary Pulse™ only requires a 
blood sample, patients in rural and underserved areas no 
longer need to travel to big cities like Delhi or Mumbai 
for testing. This approach makes cancer detection more 
accessible, faster, and less invasive.

2. Canary Acuity™ (Comprehensive Genomic Profiling)
What it does: Analyzes over 1,091 cancer-related 

genes to identify actionable mutations.
How it works: Canary Acuity™ identifies genetic mu-

tations that drive cancer, enabling oncologists to select 
drugs that target those specific mutations.

Benefits:

Targeted Therapy: Identifies which targeted drugs (like 
Osimertinib) are most effective for each patient's cancer.

Avoids Blind Therapies: Instead of guessing which 
drugs will work, doctors know exactly which treatment 
is best from Day 1.

Comprehensive Report: Identifies resistance muta-
tions that might cause certain drugs to fail.

Impact in India: For cancer patients in India, Canary 
Acuity™ reduces the trial-and-error approach. Doctors 
receive actionable genetic data from the beginning, al-
lowing them to design customized treatment plans that 
improve survival outcomes.

3. Canary Focus™ (Targeted Gene Panel)

What it does: Tests for mutations in 119 key cancer-
related genes, focusing on the most essential mutations 

related to targeted therapy.
How it works: While Canary Acuity™ offers a com-

prehensive analysis of over 1,091 genes, Canary Focus™ 
targets only key genes that are linked to cancer progression.

Benefits:

Faster Results: Provides insights much faster than 
full genomic profiling.

Cost-Effective: Canary Focus™ is an affordable op-
tion for patients.

Customizable: Analyzes genes most relevant to spe-
cific cancer types.

Impact in India: Patients from low-income communi-
ties now have access to affordable genomic profiling. By 
analyzing only essential genes, Canary Focus™ makes 
precision oncology available to underserved populations.

How Canary Oncoceutics Compares to Global Com-
petitors

Competitors in Cancer Diagnostics

Competitors in the cancer diagnostics space known for 
its genomic profiling services, but it comes with higher 
costs and limited accessibility in India, making it a less 
feasible option for many patients. They specialize in 
solid and liquid biopsies but provide data on fewer genes 
compared to Canary Oncoceutics' 1,091-gene coverage, 
limiting the comprehensiveness of its analysis. Other 
international competitors offer molecular profiling ser-
vices, but their tests are typically more expensive with 
longer turnaround time, leading to delays in diagnosis 

and treatment. In contrast, Canary Oncoceutics offers 
faster turnaround, affordable pricing, and accessible 
team within India, giving it a significant edge over its 
global competitors although Canary is an internationally 
accredited name.

How Canary Oncoceutics is Better

Wider Gene Coverage: Canary tests analyze 1,091 
genes, whereas most competitors analyze fewer.

Faster Turnaround: Canary delivers faster test results 
with minimal delays.

Lower Cost: Tests like Canary Focus™ make genomic 
profiling affordable and accessible to patients in India.

Local Availability: Unlike competitors, Canary Onco-
ceutics has deputed a dedicated team in India to address 
the growing cancer burden in the country. This strategic 
move is driven by more than just business interests — it 
reflects a deeply empathetic response to the plight of 
cancer patients who are often unable to afford exorbi-
tant testing costs. By establishing local testing facilities, 
Canary ensures that diagnostic tests are conducted lo-
cally within India, thereby reducing delays, lowering 
costs, and making life-saving cancer diagnostics more 
accessible to underserved and economically vulnerable 
patients. This initiative aims to bridge the affordability 
gap and offer world-class cancer care to every patient, 
regardless of financial status

Why Canary Oncoceutics is a Game-Changer for Can-
cer Care in India

Eliminating Blind Therapies

Traditional cancer treatment forces patients to en-
dure multiple rounds of chemotherapy. With Canary 

Acuity™, oncologists can identify genetic mutations 
in cancers from the start, ensuring patients receive the 
right treatment on Day 1.

Faster Diagnosis

Conventional cancer diagnostics take weeks, but Ca-
nary Pulse™ offers results swiftly, enabling oncologists 
to make faster treatment decisions.

Affordable Care

Traditional genetic profiling can cost ₹2.5-6 lakh 
($3,000 to $7,500) per patient. Canary’s tests are more 
affordable, providing essential genomic data for lower costs.

Better Treatment Outcomes
By identifying mutations like EGFR, BRAF, and ALK, 

Canary enables oncologists to prescribe targeted therapies 
instead of generic chemotherapy, improving survival 
rates by up to 30%.

Hypothetical Case Study: The Journey of a Cancer Patient
Patient Background: A 45-year-old patient in Kashmir 

is diagnosed with Stage 3 lung cancer.
Initial Treatment: The patient is treated with a 6-month 

cycle of chemotherapy. Unfortunately, after the treatment 
period, doctors find that the cancer has progressed to 
Stage 4.

Where Things Went Wrong:

Upon performing genetic testing, doctors discover 
that the patient has a mutation in the EGFR gene, which 
makes him resistant to traditional chemotherapy. This 
means that the patient could have been treated from 

Day 1 with a targeted drug like Osimertinib, which is 
specifically designed for cancers with this mutation. 
However, this discovery was only made after six months 
of ineffective treatment.

How Canary Could Have Helped

If Canary Acuity™ had been used at the start, doctors 
would have detected the EGFR mutation from the very 
beginning. The patient could have been treated with 
the correct drug on Day 1, saving six months of wasted 
treatment time.

Conclusion: A New Hope for Cancer Care in India
The cancer burden in India is significant, but with 

Canary Oncoceutics, patients finally have access to world-
class, AI-powered cancer diagnostics. By eliminating blind 
therapies, Canary ensures that every patient receives 
personalized, precise, and effective cancer treatment.

With tools like Canary Pulse™, Canary Acuity™, and 
Canary Focus™, cancer care in India is becoming faster, 
smarter, and more accessible. Patients no longer have to 
suffer from failed treatments or travel to distant cities 
for diagnosis. Canary Oncoceutics brings the power of 
personalized cancer care to every doorstep.

With AI, machine learning, and advanced genomic 
profiling, Canary Oncoceutics ensures that cancer patients 
receive the right treatment from the start. Personalized 
care. Affordable care. Precision care. This is what the 
future Canary Oncoceutics promises.

By choosing Canary, India can finally leave behind 
blind therapies and embrace AI-driven precision oncol-
ogy that gives every patient the chance to live longer, 
healthier lives.

Syed Hidayat Bukhari works as a consultant with 
a US-based software company. He is also pursuing 

his PhD in Artificial Intelligence and is engaged 
in various social activities.). The author can be 

reached at hidfan@gmail.com

Competitors in the cancer diagnostics space 
known for its genomic profiling services, 
but it comes with higher costs and limited 
accessibility in India, making it a less feasible 
option for many patients. They specialize 
in solid and liquid biopsies but provide data 
on fewer genes compared to Canary Onco-
ceutics' 1,091-gene coverage, limiting the 
comprehensiveness of its analysis. Other 
international competitors offer molecular 
profiling services, but their tests are typically 
more expensive with longer turnaround 
time, leading to delays in diagnosis and 
treatment. In contrast, Canary Oncoceutics 
offers faster turnaround, affordable pricing, 
and accessible team within India, giving it 
a significant edge over its global competi-
tors although Canary is an internationally 
accredited name.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Ensure effective implementation 
of FRA in JK: Javed Rana

Expedite construction of Tribal Bhawan for timely completion

Div Com reviews implementation of 
National Clean Air Programme in Srinagar

Directs SSCL for green carpeting of central verges, dust-free footpaths,
 covering of spaces beneath flyovers

SRINAGAR: The Divisional 
Commissioner (Div Com) 
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri 
on Thursday chaired a meeting 
of Srinagar Smart City Limited 
to review implementation of 
National Clean Air 
Programme (NCAP) in 
Srinagar.

He also reviewed 
developmental works being 
executed under NCAP, 
proposal plans and Saving 
Action Plan.

Besides CEO SSCL/
Commissioner SMC, Dr 
Owais Ahmad and Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar, Dr 
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, the 
meeting was attended by senior 
officers of SSCL, R&B, Social 
Forestry, Traffic, Transport, 
Pollution Control Board, I&FC, 
Floriculture, other concerned 
departments and experts.

At the outset, CEO SSCL gave 
a detailed presentation of 
developmental projects executed 
for implementation of NCAP 
and the proposed plans.

He briefed the chair 
regarding Annual Targets/
Reduction values achieved for 
PM10 levels, status of funds 

under the National Clean Air 
Programme, activities 
undertaken by Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation (SMC)  
to improve air quality, projects 
under Annual Action Plan, major 

ongoing projects under NCAP, 
creation of green zones, 
upgradation of roads, 
landscaping of parks and 
procurement of Mechanical 
Road Sweepers and Water 
Sprinklers for dust control.

While addressing the 
meeting, Div Com directed the 
officers to undertake plantation 
activities in the medians of roads 
solely during the designated 
plantation season. He 
emphasized that no planting 
should occur during the winter 

months.
He directed for completion 

of fencing & land filling of 
medians and other civil works 
& developmental projects within 
the stipulated timelines.

Besides, Div Com called 
regulation of different sources 
of air pollution including 
industrial effluent & brick kilns.

To enhance the air quality 
within the city, the Div Com 
mandated the implementation 
of green landscaping along the 
central verges of roads, the 
maintenance of dust-free 
footpaths and ensure pothole-
free roads. He also gave 
instructions for the innovative 
development of areas located 
beneath flyovers.

Good Governance Week-2024: 

Srinagar Admin gears up for ‘Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore’ campaign
DC stresses to ensure quality disposal of public grievances; launching mass awareness

 regarding Government Welfare & Self-employment schemes
SRINAGAR: In connection with 

Nationwide Campaign ‘Prashasan 
Gaon Ki Ore’ as part of Good Governance 
Week-2024, a meeting was held under 
the chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner(DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal 
Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat at Meeting Hall 
of the DC Office Complex to gear up 
the line Departments for successful 
conduct of programmes under the 
initiative.

At the outset, the DC highlighted the 
objectives of the ‘Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore’ 
campaign scheduled to be held from 
December 19 to 24, 2024. He said that 
the initiative is aimed to bring 
Administration at the doorsteps of the 
rural population and address their 
grievances in a time bound and qualitative 
manner. 

He added that the purpose of the 
campaign is to reinforce the principles 
of good governance and improve service 
delivery at the grassroots level.

Dr Bilal asked the Officers to hold 
mass awareness camps in all Panchayat 
Blocks of the District and provide 
Government services directly at their 
doorstep. He directed the Departments 
of Labour, Employment, Agriculture, 

Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Sheep 
Husbandry, Fisheries, FCS&CA, Health, 
Social Welfare, ICDS, Rural Development, 
R&B, KPDCL, PHE, Health, Education, 

NRLM, Revenue, Forest Cooperatives and 
other line Departments to reach out to 
the people by conducting joint 
programmes during the Good Governance 
Week-2024.

The DC also asked the Officers to 
ensure active participation of public 
representatives and youth in the awareness 

camps at panchayat level and take all 
required measures in coordinated manner 
for the successful execution of the 
programme. He emphasized the Officers 

to focus on spot redressal of public issues 
and grievances.

The DC directed Officers to highlight 
achievements, success stories and best 
practices through video presentations 
in sectors like Rural Development (RDD), 
Health, Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), Holistic 
Agriculture Development Programme 

(HADP), Self-Employment and other 
Government sponsored welfare schemes.

Dr Bilal further asked the Officers to 
ensure timely sharing of details about 
applications disposed under Service 
Delivery, grievances redressed in 
Grievance Portal, Best Good Governance 
Practices and Success Stories during the 
weeklong campaign.

During the meeting, DC stressed on 
utmost coordination among the line 
Departments and instructed to set up 
a Control Room at DC Office for effective 
monitoring of the activities being 
conducted during the week-long 
campaign of ‘Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore’ 
in the District.

Besides, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar, Syed Ahmad 
Kataria, Chief Planning Officer, Fayaz 
Ahmad Dar, Joint Director Employment, 
Zeenat Ara, Chief Animal Husbandry 
Officer, Chief Agriculture Officer, Lead 
District Manager, Block Development 
Officers of Harwan, Khonmoh, Srinagar 
& Qamarwari, Deputy Registrar 
Cooperatives, the meeting was attended 
by the Officers of R&B, KPDCL, PHE, 
Health, Education, NRLM and other 
Departments.

MD JJM reviews implementation 
of mission in Ganderbal & Budgam

SRINAGAR: Mission Director 
(MD) Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), 
Khurshid Ahmad Shah today 
reviewed the implementation 
of Jal Jeevan Mission in twin 
districts of Ganderbal and 
Budgam in his office chambers 
at Civil Secretariat, Srinagar.

The meeting follows a series 
of interactions held by the MD 
to assess the overall position 
regarding various components 
of JJM. Detailed presentations 
were given by the concerned 
officers about the status of 
ongoing works in their respective 
divisions. The chair was apprised 
that 61 works related to nine 
schemes are going on in the 
Ganderbal districts which have 
been saturated already but works 

related to uncovered and new 
habitations are going on in full 
swing. Regarding Budgam district, 
the MD was informed that 163 
schemes were taken up under 

JJM out of which 101 schemes 
have been completed. The chair 
was assured that remaining 
schemes will be completed within 
the set timelines.

The chair was also informed 

that Divisional and Sub- 
divisional control rooms have 
been established for grievance 
redressal in Budgam District.

The MD directed the 

Executive Engineers and field 
officers to speed up the pace of 
works being executed and 
assured them full support of 
Mission Directorate to achieve 
the set targets. DLSAs Srinagar & Budgam launch 

campaign for old, terminally ill prisoners 

at Central Jail Srinagar
SRINAGAR: The District Legal 

Services Authority (DLSA) 
Srinagar, in collaboration with 
the DLSA Budgam, launched a 
significant campaign to identify 
and assist elderly (over 70 years) 
and terminally ill prisoners at 
Central Jail Srinagar.

The initiative, undertaken 
under the aegis of the National 
Legal Services Authority (NALSA) 
and the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legal Services Authority, aims 
to ensure the well-being and 
legal rights of vulnerable 
inmates.

The event was held under 
the chairmanship of Jaffer 
Hussain Beg, Chairman DLSA 
Srinagar/ Pr. District & Sessions 
Judge, Srinagar and Om Prakash 
Baghat, Chairman DLSA Budgam/ 
Pr. District & Sessions Judge, 
Budgam and under the 
supervision of Nusrat Ali Hakak, 
Sub-Judge/Secretary, DLSA 
Srinagar/ DLSA Budgam.

As part of this initiative, 
Nusrat Ali Hakak accompanied 

by officials from DLSA Srinagar 
and the Legal Aid Defence 
Counsels of both districts, visited 
Central Jail Srinagar. The 
campaign focused on assessing 
the legal and health needs of 

elderly and critically ill inmates, 
ensuring their access to justice, 
and providing necessary 
assistance in line with the 
principles of human rights and 
dignity. addition to the campaign, 
a general awareness programme 
on Plea Bargaining was 
conducted for the inmates. Legal 
Aid Defence Counsels 
emphasized the importance and 

benefits of plea bargaining, 
explaining how it can expedite 
judicial proceedings, reduce 
litigation costs, and enable 
quicker resolution of cases. The 
interactive session aimed to 

enhance legal awareness among 
the inmates, empowering them 
to make informed decisions 
about their legal rights and 
options. This initiative reflects 
the commitment of DLSA 
Srinagar and DLSA Budgam to 
promote justice and uphold the 
rights of prisoners, particularly 
the vulnerable sections including 
elderly and terminally ill inmates.

Pulwama kick-starts
 ‘Sushasan Saptah - Prashasan 

Gaon Ki Ore 2024’
Successful Grievance Redressal Camps held to 

amplify Good Governance at grassroots
    PULWAMA:  Grievance 

Redressal camps were 
successfully conducted 
across Pulwama District 
today as part of the ongoing 
nationwide campaign 
‘Sushasan Saptah - Prashasan 
Gaon Ki Ore 2024’, organized 
by the Department of 
Administrative Reforms and 
Public Grievances (DARPG), 
Government of India, from 
December 19th to 24th,

These camps aim at fostering 
transparent, accountable and 
citizen-centric governance, 
addressing public grievances 
promptly and effectively, ensuring 
Good Governance at the grassroots 
level. 

A successful camp was held 
at Halqa Chandhara, Block 
Pampore to resolve public 
grievances and ensure efficient 

service delivery, promoting Good 
Governance principles in the 
region. 

In Panchayat Halqa Gangoo, 
the camp focused on delivering 
transparent and accountable 
governance while addressing 
community concerns 
efficiently. 

Grievance Redressal Camp at 
Panchayat Halqa Aripal, Block 
Aripal, emphasized responsive 
governance and efficient service 
delivery, ensuring citizens' needs 
are met effectively. 

The initiative aims at 
improving governance and 
fostering trust between citizens 
and the administration. 

Such campaigns play a pivotal 
role in strengthening public 
service delivery mechanisms 
and ensuring grassroots 
participation in governance.

JKEDI hosts Orientation Program for 
students of SAM College Budgam
Students gain real time exposure about entrepreneurship, startups

PULWAMA: Jammu and 
Kashmir Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute (JKEDI) 
on Thursday organized a one-day 
Entrepreneurship Awareness 
program cum orientation for the 
students of Government Sheikh-
ul-Alam Memorial (SAM) Degree 
College, Budgam.

entrepreneurship orientation 
programme (EOP) was conducted 
for the Commerce and BCA 
students of the college.

The students interacted with 
the faculty and experts at JKEDI 
who briefed them about the 
evolving startup landscape in the 
U.T of Jammu and Kashmir along 
with business plan modeling, 
Detailed Project Report (DPR) 
formulation, capacity building 
and providing financial and market 
linkage including handholding 
and mentorship support to the 
aspiring entrepreneurs.

The students were briefed 

about various program verticals 
of the institute and their functions. 
The role of entrepreneurship as 

a career choice was also discussed 
during the visit. The students 
brainstormed on various 
innovation driven startup ideas 
along with their viability to be 
turned into successful business 
ventures. 

Later, the students participated 
in the question answer session 
and put forth their understanding 
of various topics related to startups 

and entrepreneurship.
The program was coordinated 

by the Centre of New Enterprise 

Creation (CNEC), under the 
supervision and guidance of 
Director JKEDI, Rajinder Kumar 
Sharma. Faculty from different 
verticals shared their expertise 
with the students and the role of 
the institute in creating an enabling 
ecosystem for entrepreneurship 
while detailing various 
interventions it is carrying out 
to do the same.

3-Day Skill Development programme 
concludes at Bandipora
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DC Shopian inaugurates
 J&K Bank branch at Ramnagri

Universalising financial inclusion, reaching the last mile

SHOPIAN: A new J&K Bank branch was today inaugurated 
and dedicated to the public by Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Shopian, Mohammad Shahid Saleem Dar, at Block Headquarters 
Ramnagri in presence of senior officers of the J&K Bank.

The opening of branch, a long cherished demand of the area, 
aims to universalize financial inclusion, ensuring that everyone 
has access to financial services, particularly those in remote 
areas.

The bank's efforts to expand its reach will undoubtedly 
contribute to the economic growth and development of 
the block, Shahid Saleem said on the occasion. He 
congratulated the local people and the bank for the feat 
on the occasion.

The branch will facilitate access to all financial services, 
enabling individuals and businesses to participate in the economic 
mainstream, said Shabir Ahmad Bhat, Divisional Head, J&K 
Bank.

DDC Member, Safia Reyaz; ADC, Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz; DIO, 
Showkat Hussain Ganie, Zonal Head, Pulwama - Shopian, Shaista 
Manzoor, Cluster Head, Shopian, Asaf Rasool, Cluster Head, 
Pulwama, M Umer, other staff of J&K Bank and locals in large 
numbers were present on the occasion.

Locals who were present in hundreds were elated and rejoiced 
on the opening of the bank branch.

BANDIPORA: A three day Farmers' Skill 
Development Training programme under Capacity 
Building Activities organised by the Department 
of Sericulture Bandipora concluded on Tuesday 
at the Sericulture Nursery Ayatmulla, Bandipora.

Speaking on the occasion, District Sericulture 
Officer (DSO) Bandipora emphasized that 
Sericulture has been recognized as a low-
investment occupation that not only creates 
employment opportunities but also generates 
income. He stressed that this makes it an attractive 
livelihood option, especially in rural areas, 
where it can contribute to both individual and 
community economic development.

Furthermore, he said that the favorable 
climatic conditions, coupled with the active 
participation of a large number of women in 
the sericulture industry, will significantly 
contribute to the growth and advancement of 
the silk industry, driving it to new heights in 
the district.  Addressing the gathering, the DSO 

said that the main aim of the event was to 
promote silkworm rearing at the farm level in 
order to increase cocoon production. “Sericulture, 
being a cash crop, offers a profitable and 

sustainable alternative to traditional farming,” 
he added.

After successful completion of a 03 days 
training programme, the Department of 
Sericulture Bandipora distributed certificates 
and Rearing Kits among 40 farmers.

JAMMU: Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology & 
Environment and Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmad Rana, 
today impressed upon the officers to ensure effective 
implementation of Forest Rights Act in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

He was speaking during a meeting held at Civil 
Secretariat here to discuss issues related to welfare of 
tribals in Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by Secretary, Tribal Affairs 
Department, Divisional Commissioner, Jammu, Deputy 
Commissioner, Jammu, Commissioner, Jammu Municipal 
Corporation, Vice Chairman, Jammu Development 
Authority, Director, Tribal Affairs and other officers.

While addressing the meeting, Javed Rana said that 
the forests and tribals have co-existed for generations 
and we should not ignore the importance of tribals. 
"We are committed for empowerment of tribals and 
implementation of Forest Rights Act is a step towards 
that direction," he maintained.

Rana said that we have to safeguard the rights of 
tribals and work in a mission mode for their development 
and betterment. He assured that Tribal rights in land 
and forests shall be respected.

Javed Rana also instructed the concerned 
divisional officers in Jammu to resolve public issues 

and grievances with empathy and ensure rights 
of tribals over land and their livelihood are protected 
at all costs. He also directed the officers to expedite 
the construction of Tribal Bhawan ensuring project's 
timely completion.

During the meeting, the Minister was informed 

about various schemes, physical and financial position 
of the department, digital interventions besides 

challenges and subsequent strategies to overcome 
those challenges.

Other matters that came up for discussion 
during the meeting included status of water 
supply, green spaces and water bodies under the 
AMRUT-2 scheme.

J&K Athletes continue to
 shine at National Competitions

Sports Minister felicitates Roller Skating team for clinching gold in nationals
JAMMU: Minister for Youth 

Services and Sports, J&K, Satish 
Sharma, today extended 
felicitations to the J&K Roller 
Skating team for their 6th 
consecutive win in the 62nd 
National Roller Skating 
Championship held in Mysuru 
and Coimbatore from December 
5 to December 15, 2024.

The Sports Minister 
appreciated the athletes, saying 
“Winning 23 medals in a national 
championship is no small feat. 
These skaters have made the 
region proud with their 
achievements. Their hard work 
and dedication, coupled with 
the relentless efforts of their 
coaches, are evident in their 
results. My best wishes are with 
the team and their mentors for 
even greater success in the 
future.”

Sarmad Hafeez, Secretary, 
Youth Services and Sports, 

expressed his pride in the 
athletes, stating “The roller 
skating team’s success showcases 

the immense talent that exists 
in Jammu and Kashmir. It also 
underscores the importance of 
providing world-class coaching 
and facilities, which the Sports 
Council remains committed to.”

 Nuzhat Gul, Secretary, J&K 
Sports Council, also felicitated 
the winning team saying that 
this victory in roller skating and 
the spirited performance of the 
Santosh Trophy team highlight 
the growing sports culture in 
our region. Our athletes are 
demonstrating that with the 

right support, they can compete 
and excel at the highest levels, 
she added. She assired that the 

Sports Council will continue to 
nurture and support this talent 
to bring further laurels to Jammu 
and Kashmir. Pertinently, this 
incredible achievement is a 
testament to the athletes’ hard 
work and the specialised training 
provided under the guidance 
of J&K Sports Council coach Krish 
Gupta. Their rigorous practice 
sessions at the Skating Rink, 
MA Stadium, Jammu, have clearly 
paid off, setting a new benchmark 
of excellence for roller skating 
in the region.
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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ANXIETY HAS ABILITY 
to perceive changes in our breathing: Study

P
eople with higher levels of anxiety have 
altered perceptions of their breathing, 
which can lead to even more anxiety, 
according to a University of Otago 
researcher. Lead author Dr Olivia 

Harrison, now a Rutherford Discovery Research 
Fellow in the Department of Psychology, says anxiety 
is one of the most prevalent mental health conditions, 
with even more people suffering in the current 
pandemic. For the paper, published in Neuron, the 
researchers looked at how the symptoms of anxiety 
that end up in our body, such as a racing heart, sweaty 
palms, fast breathing, can feedback and possibly start 
a negative spiral of emotions, creating even more 
anxiety.

The study, conducted by Dr Harrison while at the 
University of Zurich, involved thirty healthy people 
with low anxiety and thirty people with moderate 
levels of anxiety. Participants completed a questionnaire 
and two breathing tasks, with one during a brain 
imaging session to assess changes in blood oxygenation 
and flow.

“We found people who have higher levels of anxiety 
have altered perceptions of their breathing compared 
to people with lower anxiety - they are actually less 
sensitive to changes in their breathing, they have 
reduced ‘insight’ into how well they are able to perceive 
their body, and they have altered brain activity when 
they are predicting what will happen to their breathing 
in the future,” Dr Harrison says.

“We might believe we are very ‘in-tune’ with our 
bodies, but what we’ve seen is that anxiety can actually 
reduce our ability to notice changes in our breathing. 
This is really important, because if we don’t realise 

when we are breathing faster or harder due to being 
worried, then we could more easily have further 
symptoms such as feeling lightheaded - if we don’t 
realise what is happening in our body, then these 
symptoms can make us feel even worse and worry 
us even further.”

While the study does not provide answers about 
how to effectively treat anxiety, it is a starting point 
to understand how higher levels of anxiety can influence 
body perception.

“Even this knowledge might help to make a few 
things clearer; when we are anxious, we are likely 
‘tuning out’ from body symptoms, even though we 
might not know it.

“These results are just the beginning of our 
understanding about how the communication 
between the brain and body can start to break down 
with anxiety. We hope to use this information to 
help improve treatments by giving people the tools 
to perceive their body better and break the negative 
cycle of anxiety leading to symptoms leading to 
more anxiety.”

The next step, now running at the University of 
Otago, is to investigate whether treatments such 
as exercise or anti-anxiety medications may help 
people perceive their breathing more accurately 
and whether this contributes to reductions in anxiety.

“We know that many types of medicine, 
particularly Eastern medicine, have used breathing 
as a tool for improving mental health for centuries. 
We also know that things like yoga, meditation 
and exercise can help to calm us and reduce our 
worries, but we don’t yet know why or how these 
practices work.

“We found people who have higher levels of anxiety have altered perceptions 
of their breathing compared to people with lower anxiety - they are actually less sensitive 

to changes in their breathing, they have reduced ‘insight’ into how well they are able to 
perceive their body, and they have altered brain activity when they are predicting what 

will happen to their breathing in the future,” Dr Harrison says

A
lso known as Fuller’s earth clay and 
bentonite clay, Multani mitti is one of 
the most commonly used ingredients 
for skincare. It also holds a special place 
in Ayurveda and is widely used in the 

Indian subcontinent and across the world. The 
composition of this clay includes calcium bentonite 
and magnesium chloride. It also has historical 
significance as women have been using it for its hair 
and skin benefits since ancient times. 

Benefits of Multani mitti
Here are some common benefits of Multani mitti:
    Brightens skin: Exposure to pollutants, oxidative 

stress, and other unhealthy lifestyle, psychological, or 
environmental factors can cause the skin to get dull 
over time. Multani mitti can help retrieve the skin’s 
natural glow by getting rid of impurities and cleaning 
the skin from within. 

    Reduces acne: Popping up acne during 
unprecedented situations and at unexpected places 
can surely be terrifying. But it’s time to let go of all 
worries and opt for Multani mitti for acne-free skin. 

Application of this ingredient can help cleanse the 
skin, get rid of impurities and dirt, unclog pores, 
remove dead skin cells, and reduce the oiliness of the 
skin. This healing, anti-inflammatory, and cooling 
effect on the skin can help against acne breakouts. 

    Has anti-pigmentation properties: Pigmentation 
is a common problem that can be a consequence of 
various factors. Multani mitti has skin lightening and 
anti-pigmentation properties that can help heal skin 
damage, even its tone, and enhance its health. 

    Improves skin texture: Multani mitti can have 
cleansing, exfoliating, and tightening effects on the 
skin. This can help improve circulation and retention 
of skin-healthy nutrients, thereby giving the skin a 
healthier and younger-looking texture.

    Is good for oily skin: Due to the widely available 
skincare products and methods are dedicated to 
combination skin, using them on oily skin may often 
not yield the best results. Thanks to its mattifying 
aspect, Multani mitti is excellent for oily skin. It can 
help get rid of excess sebum and make the skin less 
oily. 

Brightens skin: 
Exposure to pollutants,

 oxidative stress, and other 
unhealthy lifestyle, psychological,

 or environmental factors can
 cause the skin to get dull over
 time. Multani mitti can help 

retrieve the skin’s natural glow 
by getting  rid of impurities

 and cleaning the skin 
from within. 

From exfoliation
 to hydration, THIS 

powder can do 
wonders for the

 SKIN
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Eco-system of
Amit Shah said that the unprecedented participation of 

the people of Jammu and Kashmir in the Assembly elections 
and Lok Sabha elections shows that they have full faith in the 
democracy of the country.

Union Home Minister appreciated efforts of the security 
agencies for a significant decline in terrorist incidents, infiltration 
and recruitment of youth in terrorist organizations.

He directed all security agencies to continue working in a 
coordinated manner to eliminate terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Shah emphasized on the implementation of Area Domination 
Plan and Zero Terror Plan in mission mode.

CM Omar
will be restored, emphasizing that the current responsibility 

of law and order and security lies with the Lieutenant Governor.
“The meeting with the Home Minister was regarding the 

situation in J&K, restoration of statehood, …There were talks 
over statehood to J&K and there is hope that it will be restored. 
At present, the responsibility of law and order and security is of 
the LG. I have told the Home Minister that terror and militancy 
can be dealt with only by including the people of J&K by taking 
into confidence the elected representatives.,” he said.

Ensure effective
empathy and ensure rights of tribals over land and their 

livelihood are protected at all costs. He also directed the officers 
to expedite the construction of Tribal Bhawan ensuring project's 
timely completion.

During the meeting, the Minister was informed about various 
schemes, physical and financial position of the department, digital 
interventions besides challenges and subsequent strategies to 
overcome those challenges.

Other matters that came up for discussion during the meeting 
included status of water supply, green spaces and water bodies 
under the AMRUT-2 scheme.

Kulgam Encounter:
of Hizbul Mujahideen. He had 37 FIRs registered against him. 

Mushtaq Ahmad Yatoo had joined the Hizbul Mujahideen cadre 
in 2020 and according to police, was also deeply entrenched in 
terrorist operations.

Brigadier Anirudh Chauhan, Commander of 2 Sector Rashtriya 
Rifles, while addressing the press after the gun-battle, lauded 
the coordinated efforts of the security forces. “We achieved 
significant success when we received news last night that a group 
of Hizbul Mujahideen cadres was present in the residential area. 
The operation was planned meticulously and launched jointly by 
the Army, Jammu and Kashmir Police, and CRPF. Farooq Ahmad 
Bhat, who played a pivotal role in reviving terrorism in the region, 
was among those neutralized. With the elimination of these 
five terrorists, not only has Hizbul Mujahideen’s presence in 
Shopian and Kulgam been wiped out, but terrorism in Kashmir 
has suffered a significant setback,” he told reporters.

He further credited the success to the cooperation of local 
residents. “I would like to thank the people of Kulgam, who 
provided crucial information and extended their full support 
during the operation. The synergy of security forces and the 
commitment of the Indian Army to establish peace in Kashmir 
could be gauged by today’s success,” Brigadier Chauhan added.

During the encounter, two soldiers sustained gunshot injuries 
and were promptly evacuated to the 92 Base Hospital in Srinagar. 
Both are reported to be in stable condition and are expected to 
recover soon.

According to Javed Iqbal Matoo, DIG South Kashmir, the 
operation also led to the recovery of arms, ammunition, and 
important documents. “These items will be examined as part 
of the ongoing investigation and have been included in the FIR. 
The sustained surveillance and intelligence-sharing among 

security agencies proved effective in today’s gun-battle,” Matoo 
said during a press briefing.

By the security grid, elimination of these key figures is being 
hailed as a significant victory. “The killing of Farooq Ahmad Bhat 
and his associates has dealt a severe blow to Hizbul Mujahideen’s 
capabilities in south Kashmir,” Matoo said. He reiterated the 
security forces’ resolve to root out terrorism from the valle.

CJ Exhorts Law
, Th Gulchain Singh Charak, Chairman, Dogra Education Trust, 

Sandeep Singh Sen, Secretary, DLSA Samba, Principal, Dogra Law 
College, Dean, Dogra Group of Colleges, besides other faculty 
members of the school were present on the occasion.

In her welcome address, Shuchi Sharma highlighted the 
importance of such interactive sessions in bridging gap between 
legal education and its practical application. She emphasised 
the need of nurturing socially conscious and professionally 
competent lawyers. He underlined that programs like this are 
crucial for instilling in students a deeper understanding of their 
responsibilities as future custodians of justice.

The Chief Justice, in his keynote address, appreciated the role 
of students and acknowledged their talent displayed through 
the skit. “Such initiatives particularly of the law students can 
prove a milestone in spreading awareness among the masses 
especially in rural areas, if they associate with the Legal Services 
Authority and reach to the last man standing in the queue” said 
Justice Tashi. He urged the student community to come forward 
and take proactive role in bringing the change in the society.

The Chief Justice directed the Legal Services Institutions to 
rope in the law students in their calendar of activities including 
Lok Adalats so that the future law practitioners understand their 
role in amicable resolution of issues besides creating informed 
citizenry. He urged the students to use their legal education to 
foster equality, uphold constitutional values and ensure justice 
reaches the most vulnerable sections of the society.

The Chief Justice also planted a sapling in the campus of 
Dogra Law College, symbolizing growth, sustainability and a 
commitment towards a greener future.

While tracing the history of legislation regarding acid attack, 
Advocate Rohit Verma, Panel Lawyer, HCLSC Jammu in his impactful 
presentation said that it was on the directions of Apex Court 
that IPC was amended and Section 326 A & B were incorporated 
therein to ensure that the perpetrators of acid attack are not 
only booked but are also punished with stringent punishment 
as per the law. He further informed the audience that similar 
provision has been incorporated U/S 124 (1) & (2) of Bhartiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023.

Advocate Verma also highlighted the broader social and 
emotional impact of acid attacks emphasising that these heinous 
crimes are not just physical assaults but are attacks on a person's 
dignity and identity. He pointed out the significant role of laws 
like Section 357C of the CrPC, which mandates free medical 
treatment for victims and the Victim Compensation Scheme, 
which ensures financial relief. He urged the law students to 
become advocates of change and spread awareness to prevent 
such crimes in the future.

A poignant skit was also performed by the students of Dogra 
Law College portraying the social evils like dowry demands, 
domestic violence, Pre-natal sex determination of child, unlawful 
termination of pregnancy, eve-teasing and the dastardly act of 
acid attacks. The scintillating performances rendered by the 
students in the skit left the audience spellbound.

On the occasion, NALSA theme song was also played which 
eloquently displayed the mission, motto and objective of Legal 
Services.

Th. Gulchain Singh Charak, Chairman, Dogra Education Trust, 
felicitated the Chief Justice, expressing gratitude for his inspiring 
address and guidance to the students.

This interactive session stands as a testament to the commitment 

 NOTICE
 This is an information for general public that 
Electricity Agreement Bearing Consumer ID NO  
0216010001420, which is Registered in the name 
of Mohd Aslam Khan S/O Ghulam Rabani khan. Now 
i want to apply for change this Electricity Agreement 
in the name of Shakeela Begum w/O Showket Ali 
Khan, in this regard any person has any objection he/
she may file the Objections in office of the Assistant 
Executive Engineer Electricity Sub Division Bandipora 
with in a period of seven days from the date of the 
publication of this notice, after that no objection 
shall be accepted.                               

Shakeela Begum.                
W/O Showket Ali Khan.        

R/O Kaloosa Muslim Abad Bandipora.

because the train will start coming directly into valley from 
next year and then the volumes will rise. But then at some 
time we will have to move from volume to value and that’s 
when making ourselves attractive for foreign tourists is a 
way to go,” he said.

Abdullah also said that he is in talks with the Civil Aviation 
Ministry to develop an airstrip in Kishtwar under ‘Udan’ scheme.

He said Jammu tourism is a “blank canvas” as he sought 
help of businessmen and Confederation of Indian Industries 
(CII) to develop the region and new destinations in the Kashmir 
Valley as traditional hubs have become saturated.

He said one of the regrets in the government is that Jammu 
has pilgrim tourism by the grace of God as one crore plus yatris 
come to the Vaishno Devi shrine for ‘darshan’, the “sad fact 
is that we have not been able to divert them to other tourist 
destination in the region”.

“Now, if we were able to divert 15 per cent of them that 
is 15 lakh… a number that has sustained tourism in Kashmir 
for decades,” he said.

“…Maybe we made the Yatra much easier and because 
connectivity is so good that they just come in, finish the 
‘darshan’ and leave. It really is a challenge and I don’t think I 
have an easy answer for you,” he said.

The chief minister also invited filmmakers from south 
India to start looking J&K as the movie making destination.

Public  NOTICE
Registration for Tour & Travel Agency

Whereas, i Tabasum Bashir D/o Bashir Ahmad Bhat 
R/o Sozeith Goripora, Lawaypora district Srinagar, 
intends to apply in the department of tourism for 
registration of my proposed Travel Unit under 
the name & style "Esla Tour & Travel" situated at 
Sozeith Goripora, Lawaypora, under the Tourist 
Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12. Wheras i will submit 
State Subject/Domicile, Qualification Certificate, 
Experience Certificate (Minimum 5 years), Pan 
Card, Character Certificate (Police Department), 
Bank Statement ( Minimum Balance 10000), Site 
Plan, Affidavit, Rent Deed duly attested by Sub-
Registar, Printing Material (Letterhead/Visiting 
Card) inner-outer Photograph of the unit and two 
passport size photos to the Department of Tourism 
as per prescribed checklist prior to registration of 
my Unit as an Excursion agency. Now as per J&K 
Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/ 82/ 2011-
2012, before my case is proessed for registration 
by the Competent Authority, the matter is hearby 
notified for information of General Public, Financial 
instituations/ Bank/Organzation etc.(If) any person 
have any kind of objection they can file the same at 
the Office of Deputy Director Tourism TRC, Srinagar 
(email id: ddtreg123@gmail.com) or contact on 
7051545446, within the period of 7 days from the 
date of publication of this notice, after the passage 
of time no objection will be entertained and case 
shall be processed under rules.

of Dogra Law College and the J&K Legal Services Authority 
in nurturing the next generation of legal professionals and 
empowering them to contribute meaningfully to the justice 
delivery system.

Sports Minister
talent to bring further laurels to Jammu and Kashmir.
Pertinently, this incredible achievement is a testament to 

the athletes’ hard work and the specialised training provided 
under the guidance of J&K Sports Council coach Krish Gupta. 
Their rigorous practice sessions at the Skating Rink, MA Stadium, 
Jammu, have clearly paid off, setting a new benchmark of 
excellence for roller skating in the region.

‘Hydel-power
is substantial,” reads the document.
It also states, “This has been in part financed from the UT’s 

Budget and remains a cause of stress to the public finances.”
Besides, the official documents reveal that the hydel-power 

generation capacity is being doubled to 6647 MWs by 2026
“The estimated hydro power potential of the UT of JK is 

18,000 MW, of which about 14867 MW has been identified. 
Out of the identified potential, only 3526.65 MW that is 23.72 
percent of identified potential has been harnessed so far which 
consists of 1197.4 MW in State Sector, 2250 MW in Central 
Sector and 79.2 MW in IPP (Independent Power Producers) 
mode,” it reads.

The documents further reveal that JK is in the process of 
doubling the hydel power generation capacity by 2026 by 
developing 4 power projects having power generation capacity 
of 3014 MWs (1000 MW Pakal-Dul, 850 MW Rattle, 624 MW 
Kiru and 540 MW Kwar).

“Further, power generation capacity is proposed to be 
augmented by 3,284 MWs by 2030 through 4 power projects 
including 1856MW of Sawalkote, 930 MW of Kirthai- II, 240 
MW in Uri (stage-II) and 258 MW in Dulhasti (stage-II),” it reads.

Working with
“At some point we will have to move from volume to value 

because we are not going to sustain these numbers.
“In short term, my worry is that these numbers will spike 

 NOTICE
This is an information for general public that i want 
to change the name of my Son in his school records 
as Numaan iqbal Bhat to Muhammad Numaan Bhat, 
in future he will be known as his name Muhammad 
Numaan Bhat. In this regard any person has any 
objection he/she may file the Objections in office 
of the principal Blooming Buds Computer School 
Bandipora with in a period of seven days from the 
date of the publication of this notice, after that no 
objection shall be accepted.                              

 Javaid Iqbal Bhat.                           
F/O Muhammad Numaan Bhat.                         

R/O Dachigam Bandipora.

 NOTICE
This is an information for general public that 
Electricity Agreement Bearing Consumer ID No 
0216020005532, which is Registered in the name 
of Ab Ahad Dar   S/O Gh Mohd Dar. Now i want to 
apply for change this Electricity Agreement in the 
name of Ab Rashid Dar S/O Late Ab Ahad Dar,  in 
this regard any person has any objection he/she 
may file the Objections in office of the Assistant 
Executive Engineer Electricity Sub Division Bandipora 
with in a period of seven days from the date of the 
publication of this notice, after that no objection 
shall be accepted.                               

Ab Rashid Dar.                      
 S/O Late Ab Ahad Dar.           

 R/O Nathpora Bandipora.

 NOTICE
This is an information for general public that in my 
Aadhar card bearing Registration No: 4292 4653 
7134, my name has been Wrongly mentioned as 
Safeena Jan, while as my Actual and correct name 
as per my school records is Safiya Bano. Now i want 
to apply for its correction in this regard any person 
has any objection he/she may file the Objections in 
office of the Concern Authorities with in a period of 
seven days from the date of the publication of this 
notice, after that no objection shall be accepted.                                        

Safiya Bano.                          
D/O Late Bashir Ahmad Turk Gojar.                   

  R/O  Kudara Bandipora.

 NOTICE
  This is an information for general public that in my 
Aadhar card bearing Registration No; 7557 3240 
9249, my name, parentage and Address has been 
Wrongly mentioned as Khalid Sadiq, D/O Mohd 
Sadiq Reshi, R/O ward NO 08 Bandipora. While as 
my Actual and correct name, parentage and Address 
is khushboo Sadiq, D/O Mohmad Sadiq Reshi, R/O 
Lankreshipora ward NO 08 Bandipora. Now i want 
to apply for its correction in this regard any person 
has any objection he/she may file the Objections in 
office of the Concern Authorities with in a period of 
seven days from the date of the publication of this 
notice, after that no objection shall be accepted.                                   

 Khushboo Sadiq.                             
D/O Mohmad Sadiq Reshi.                                       

  R/O Lankreshipora, ward No 08 Bandipora.

 NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that I, Khursheed 
Ahmad Bhat, intend to add my caste to my name. 
This amendment should also reflect in my name 
when mentioned as parentage on the school 
records as per the birth certificate issued by the 
Block Development Officer, Chadoora.
Old Details:
•	 Son's	Name:	Towfeeq	Khursheed
•	 Father's	Name:	Khursheed	Ahmad
•	 Date	of	Birth:	21-12-2008
•	 School:	New	Convent	School,	Gogjibagh
New Details:
•	 Son's	Name:	Towfeeq	Khursheed
•	 Father's	Name:	Khursheed	Ahmad	Bhat
•	 Date	of	Birth:	21-12-2008
•	 School:	New	Convent	School,	Gogjibagh
The updated parentage details should include the 
caste	in	my	name	in	my	son's	school	records,	as	per	
the parentage mentioned on the birth certificate.
If anyone has any objections to this amendment, 
please report the same to the office of the school 
at the earliest.

Formulate plans for 
year-round supply of 
green fodder: Rana

JAMMU: Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, 
Ecology & Environment and Tribal Affairs, 
Javed Ahmad Rana, today emphasised the 
need for increased fodder production and 

pasture improvement to coup up with the 
fodder demand.The Minister was chairing 
a meeting at Civil Secretariat here held to 
review the functioning of Agrostology.

Highlighting the adverse impact of grazing 
on natural regeneration and reduction in palat-
able species of grasses, Javed Rana pointed 
out the need to enhance the production and 
productivity of fodder, thereby reducing 
pressure on forests. He said that significant 
focus should be given to Agrostology which 

is aimed at fodder production by planting 
palatable grasses and tree species which 
provide high quality fodder. He added that 
areas with high cattle density and routes 
of nomadic graziers should be prioritised 
for taking up the interventions.

Underlining the importance of green 
fodder round the year for sustained and 
economical milk production, Rana asked for 
formulating cropping plans to ensure round 
the year supply of green fodder. 

Removal of Sheikh-ul-Alam’s
 (RA) chapter by BOSE

CM Omar assures no deletion
Jahangir Sofi

SRINAGAR: Kashmir region’s 
mainstream parties and their 
leaders have hit out at the 
government on the removal of 
a chapter on the revered Sufi 
Saint, Sheikh Noor-U-Din Wali 
(RA) from one of the class 9 
textbooks.

The move has ignited 
widespread condemnation across 
political and social circles in the 
region.

Sajad Lone, President of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Peoples 
Conference (JKPC) and MLA 
from Handwara, termed the 
move “cultural terrorism” and 
an “assault on our culture and 
ethos.”

Highlighting the deep 
reverence in which Sheikh 
Noor-U-Din Wali, also known 
as Sheikh-ul-Alam, is held by 
Kashmiris, Lone said, “This is 
pure cultural terrorism. It is an 
assault on our shared culture 
and ethos.”

Taking to the social media 
platform, X, Lone wrote, "BOSE 
has removed a chapter based 
on the saintly life of the greatly 
revered saint of Kashmir, Sheikh 
Noor -U- Din Wali, from text 
books of class 9. We have 

all revered him and people 
irrespective of religion hold 
him in highest esteem.”

He added, "More than 
anytime in the past, the current 
times are smudged with violence, 
greed and hatred. In these times 
our great Saint is a beacon of hope 
and role model for emulation. 
And for the BOSE removers — Our 
great Saint and his Saintly ways 
were etched in our hearts and 
minds much before BOSE came 
into existence.”The Sufi saint, a 
symbol of Kashmir’s rich cultural 
and spiritual heritage, is revered 
by both Kashmiri Muslims and 
Pandits. The shrine in Charar-e-
Sharief, was razed to the ground 
along with many houses in the 

area during the 1995 siege. The 
shrine was later rebuilt.

Former Srinagar Mayor 

Junaid Azim Mattu too criticised 
the move, stating that it was a 
new ‘accomplishment’ by the 
new NC Government.

CPI (M) leader and MLA M 
Y Tarigami also expressed his 
dismay, urging Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah to intervene.

Taking to X (formerly 
Twitter), Tarigami posted, “It 
is deeply troubling that an 
entire chapter on the revered 
Sufi saint Sheikh-ul-Alam 
has been dropped from the 
Class IX textbook. This blue-
pencilling, carried out prior to the 
Assembly polls, is unacceptable 

to a society rooted in rich Sufi 
traditions. I urge Chief Minister 
@OmarAbdullah to intervene and 
ensure that this crucial chapter 
is reinstated, thereby preserving 
and honoring our rich cultural 
and Sufi heritage.”

Meanwhile, responding to 
Tarigami’s tweet on X, J&K Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah assured 
about the chapter’s inclusion. “I 
assure @tarigami Sb that there 
will be no deletion of the chapter. 
The matter has already been 
taken up by @sakinaitoo sahiba 
as soon as this was brought to 
the attention of the government,” 
Abdullah wrote on X.

National Conference 
spokesperson Tanvir Sadiq 
also clarified the issue, stating 
that the chapter would not be 
removed from textbooks. “The 
Education Minister has directed 
the Principal Secretary to address 
and rectify the issue found in the 
PDF version of the textbook,” 
Sadiq told reporters.

The controversy has sparked 
widespread debate about the 
preservation of Kashmir’s cultural 
and spiritual identity, with 
political leaders, educators, and 
civil society expressing concern 
over the deletion of a chapter on 
Sheikh Noor-U-Din Wali 
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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The resolution also refers to the possibility of a triangular or quadrangular T20I tournament,
 involving India, Pakistan and another Full Member from Asia (and an Associate Asian nation if it is a 
quadrangular). This is thought to have been one of the points pushed for by the PCB in its negotiations
 during the impasse, although the ICC has only said that it will not object to such an event being staged

 and that similar neutral venue arrangements will apply as those in the ICC event model. 

Rogers, O'Neill 
and Sutherland blow 
Hurricanes away
to hand Renegades 
fi rst win

Melbourne Renegades 78 for 4 (Seifert 37*, 
Brown 13, Ellis 2-12) beat Hobart Hurricanes 74 
(Ellis 35, Sutherland 3-14, O'Neill 3-16, Rogers 
3-25) by six wickets

H
obart Hurricanes crumbled to their lowest BBL total, and lost 
Matthew Wade to a calf injury, in a shambolic six-wicket loss 
against Melbourne Renegades in Geelong.

After being asked to bat first, Hurricanes' innings at GMHBA 
Stadium lasted less than 13 overs on Thursday night as they were 

skittled for 74. They fell well short of their previous low benchmark - 91 against 
Sydney Sixers in 2015.

New Zealander Tim Seifert, who pulled off a remarkable catch behind the 
stumps, belted an unbeaten 37 as Renegades chased down 75 in only nine overs.

Captain Nathan Ellis saved Hurricanes from worse embarrassment, smashing 
35 after coming to the crease at 32 for 6. Ellis then bowled superbly, taking 2 for 12 
from his three overs, to clearly be Hurricanes' best player.

In a further blow for Hurricanes' hopes of breaking through for their first title, 
Wade was assessed for a calf injury after pulling up sore behind the stumps. Wade, 
who was on the player microphone for Fox Cricket, expressed his frustration via 
the commentary when there was a long delay in being able to get off the field.

Ben McDermott eventually replaced Wade as Hurricanes' wicketkeeper after 
two overs of chaotic communication. The former Australia player didn't return 
to the field for the rest of the match, sitting on the bench with a compression 
bandage on his calf.

After conceding boundaries from his first two balls, Renegades seamer Tom 
Rogers struck back to take 3 for 25, including being on a hat-trick. Fellow opening 
bowler Fergus O'Neill also claimed wickets in consecutive deliveries. Captain 
Will Sutherland joined Renegades' wicket party, finishing with career-best T20 
figures of 3 for 14.

It was the first BBL match in Geelong since last year's match between Renegades 
and Perth Scorchers was abandoned due to an unplayable pitch.

Renegades move to 1-1 after losing their opening game of the tournament on 
Monday night against Sixers. Hurricanes will attempt to put a disastrous start to 
the season behind them when they host Scorchers on Saturday.

Ashwin has always
been a bit of a thorn for 
our side: Mitchell Starc 

BRISBANE: Australia pace bowler Mitchell Starc has 
paid a glorious tribute to the just-retired India off-spinner 
Ravichandran Ashwin, saying he has been "a bit of a thorn" 
for their side in some of the memorable contests.

Ashwin, India's premier off-spinner, on Wednesday sur-
prised the cricketing world by announcing his retirement in 
the middle of the Test series against Australia.

He retired from the game as the second-highest wicket-taker 
for India in Tests with 537 scalps from 106 matches, placing 
him only behind the legendary Anil Kumble (619 wickets).

Ashwin played 23 Tests against Australia from 2011 to 
2024, taking 115 scalps, including a 10-wicket and seven five-
wicket hauls. He also played a big in India's stunning series 
win in 2020-21.

"He (Ashwin) has always been a bit of a thorn in our side 
over in India and played a part in series here in Australia. 
It's been a fantastic career and I'm sure it will be celebrated 
that way," Starc told SEN Radio after the third Test here 
ended in a draw.

"His numbers speak for themselves. He's been an incred-
ible bowler for India for a long time, over 500 wickets."

Ashwin enjoyed a great rapport with Australian off-
spinner Nathan Lyon, both of whom having 500-plus wickets.

"He (Ashwin) has got a close working relationship with 
Nathan (Lyon) and that mutual respect between teams and 
for someone of his calibre - congratulations on his career. 
It's been a fantastic career and I'm sure it will be celebrated 
that way," added Starc. 

Hybrid model agreed for Champions 
Trophy and ICC events from 2024-27

T
he ICC has finally reached a 
breakthrough in the 2025 Cham-
pions Trophy impasse, with 
a hybrid model agreed upon 
that will see India's matches in 

the eight-team event taking place at a neutral 

venue. In return, Pakistan's matches in ICC 
events hosted by India will also take place at 
a neutral venue.

ESPNcricinfo has seen a resolution with 
details of the agreement, which went through 
an ICC board vote. In the agreement, during 
the 2024-2027 event cycle, all matches involv-
ing India in an event hosted in Pakistan will 
be played at a neutral venue, and in return 

all matches involving Pakistan in an event 
hosted by India will be played at a neutral 
venue. In both instances, all matches are taken 
to include knockout games such as the semis 
and the final.

The agreement begins with the 2025 men's 

Champions Trophy in Pakistan, and will apply 
to the 2025 women's ODI World Cup in India, 
and the 2026 men's T20 World Cup which is 
co-hosted by India and Sri Lanka. The last 
event offers an easy solution with Sri Lanka 
as co-host but it would mean that any game 
India and Pakistan are drawn to play - a group 
game or a knockout - will take place in Sri 
Lanka. It could also apply to the 2028 women's 

T20 World Cup, the first tournament of the 
next events cycle and which has now been 
awarded to Pakistan.

The choice of neutral venue will be made 
by the tournament host and will need to be ap-
proved by the ICC. In the case of the Champions 

Trophy, the PCB has to propose a neutral venue 
within 24 hours of the resolution being passed. 
The UAE has been the frontrunner, though 
Sri Lanka has also been mentioned. The PCB 
will retain full hosting rights for the event.

The resolution also refers to the possibility 
of a triangular or quadrangular T20I tourna-
ment, involving India, Pakistan and another 
Full Member from Asia (and an Associate 

Asian nation if it is a quadrangular). This is 
thought to have been one of the points pushed 
for by the PCB in its negotiations during the 
impasse, although the ICC has only said that 
it will not object to such an event being staged 
and that similar neutral venue arrangements 
will apply as those in the ICC event model. 
The resolution also says that no ICC director 
will make a public announcement on the tri-
series, which will be a matter solely between 
the BCCI and PCB.

The resolution will allow all parties to 
breathe a considerable sigh of relief, given 
how close it is to the start date of the Cham-
pions Trophy. The uncertainty has plagued 
the event from the moment the BCCI notified 
the ICC that it would not travel to Pakistan 
for the event more than a month ago.

That sparked off a period of intense negotia-
tions between the PCB, BCCI and the ICC, and 
was complicated by the poor political relations 
between the two countries. The governments 
of both countries were involved in final ap-
provals on the agreement but were also present 
through the process; Mohsin Naqvi, the PCB 
chair, is the interior minister in Pakistan's 
government. Jay Shah, who was the BCCI 
secretary until December 1 when he took over 
as ICC chairman, is the son of India's home 
minister, Amit Shah. The PCB had begun by 
insisting they would not adopt a hybrid model 
for the event but subsequently began to push 
for any solution to be more equitable and just 
in the longer term. In that sense, they will be 
happy to have secured an agreement on not 
playing matches in India in the next two ICC 
events in the country.


